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The Text: 
The Thots: 

Intro.: To know God, sometimes we may have to be brought to our extremity

for Him to use the opportunity to reveal Himself to us.
A. Abraham Had to Lose the Son of His Love in order to Gain him back.
Gen. 22:2
Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering 

Abraham had to Sacrifice a Burnt Offering of…
1. The Son of his Old age – Take now thy son.
Gen. 22:2

Sarah… bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him Gen. 21:7
· Isaac was a “miracle” son born in his old age, but now God wanted to take away his son!
2. His Only Son after having to send away Ishmael earlier – thine only son Isaac.

Abraham rose up early in the morning…gave it unto Hagar…and the child, and sent her away. Gen. 21:14
· Isaac was the only son he had left and now God wanted to take him away!
3. His Obedient Son whom he loved so much.
Gen 22:6

Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son.

a. Isaac just Followed as Abraham in Faith obeyed God.
Heb. 11:17

By faith Abraham… offered up Isaac…his only begotten son.
b. Would God Fail to keep His promise in the sacrifice of Isaac as he was the promised seed? 
Heb. 11:18


Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called.

c. However, in Faith, Abraham believed that God would give him back his son somehow.
Heb. 11:19a, NRSV

He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—

d. And in Figure God did when He substituted Isaac with a ram caught in the thicket.
Heb. 11:19b

And figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns:
And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
Gen. 22:13

e. Abraham had proved that he Feared God by obeying Him right to the very extreme!
Gen. 22:12
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
f. Abraham in actual Fact, was Foreshadowing God, the Father, Sacrificing His Son for us all:
i. Abraham was Spared his son when he withheld not [his] son but gave him up.
Gen. 22:12
ii. God did not Spare (equivalent word to withhold) His Son but delivered Him up for us all. 
Rom. 8:32
· God “Lost” all in Sparing not His Son in order to Gain us back to Himself.
B. Paul Suffered the Loss of all his Gains in order that He might Gain Christ

1. His Seven Gains:
Phil 3:5, 6
	a.
	Circumcised the eighth day, 
	b. 
	of the stock of Israel

	c.
	of the tribe of Benjamin, 
	d. 
	an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 

	e.
	as touching the law, a Pharisee
	f.
	Concerning zeal, persecuting the church;

	g.
	touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.


2. His Suffered the Loss of his “Gains” in order to Gain Christ:
Phil 3:7, 8, NRSV

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.

More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
What Christ did: When He had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that He had, and bought it. 
Mt. 13:46 
The Challenge: For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
Mk. 8:36

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;



Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Isaac Watts,
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1. Consider that Jesus also “Lost” His Equality with God in order that He might Gain us. 

Later He was Exalted by God after His had finished His work in saving us.
Phil 2:5-8

He took seven steps down to sin’s Degradation and through to Death’s Depths to Die for us. 
Then He rose from the dead and was Exalted seven steps up to Heaven’s Heights to 

the Glory of God.
Phil. 2:6-8, NRSV
	
	Seven Steps Down
	Seven Steps Up

	1. 
	Though He was in the form of God,
	Therefore God also highly exalted Him

	2. 
	did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited
	and gave Him the name that is above every name,

	3. 
	but emptied Himself
	so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bend

	4. 
	taking the form of a slave,
	in heaven

	5. 
	being born in human likeness and being found in human form,
	and on earth

	6. 
	He humbled Himself and 
	and under the earth,

	7. 
	became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross.
	and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

	to the glory of God the Father.


REFLECT 

2. Compare Jesus in another condescending act for us:
II Cor. 8:9

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

REFLECT on your act of giving unto the Lord this week.
Cf. II Cor. 8:1-5
The believers in Macedonia first gave their own selves to the Lord, (II Cor. 8:5) and then gave liberally (even out of their deep poverty), joyfully (in spite of the fact that they were in a great trial of affliction), willingly (beyond their means (NRSV)) even praying with much entreaty that Paul and his companions would take their gifts to the poor saints in Jerusalem. 
Can it be said of you that you have been giving as the Lord gives or as the Macedonian believers gave?
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Acts 20:35
