 R189.  Rumination for September 21, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  The Hands of Jesus
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The Text: He showed them His hands and His feet.
Luke 24:40
The Thots: 

A. Jesus Laid His hands on people to Bless them.


1. He laid His hands on Children and Centred His teaching on them.
Mt. 19:13-15; Lk. 18:15-17
To lay hands on a person was to bless the person, as…

Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto Me…and He laid His hands on them.
And He took them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed them.
Mk. 10:16 cf. Gen. 48:13-15a
a. Children are Considered for a place in the kingdom of heaven.
Mt. 19:14, NRSV
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.

i. Children, as they are, are Compared to lost sheep.
Mt. 18:11-14

How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray…


Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.

ii. And Children are Capable of believing in Jesus – do not stumble them.

18:6, NRSV

"If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in Me…
iii. Believing children are Committed to a place in heaven – of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
19:14; 
b. Children are Cited as good examples for life in the kingdom of heaven:


i. For Conversion: Except ye be converted…
Mt. 18:3 cf. 5, 6

and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
 Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.  
Mk. 10:15
ii. For a Character of humility: Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child…
Mt. 18:4


 the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

2.  He laid His Hands on the sick and Healed them.
a. The sick were Brought to Jesus and His hands healed them.
Lk. 4:40

He laid His hands on every one of them, and healed them.
b. The Bent woman was made straight when Jesus laid His hands on her.

Lk. 13:11-13

A woman…could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus…laid His hands on her…

immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.
c. The Bed-ridden and all sick with diverse diseases were healed by His hands.
Lk. 4:40
Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases 
brought them unto Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them, and healed them.
d. The Blind was made to see when Jesus laid His hands on him:
Mk. 8:23-25
He took the blind man… and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

And he…said, I see men as trees, walking. After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, 
and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.

B. Jesus Showed His Hands to His disciples that they might Believe.
1. His hands identified Him as the Rejected and crucified Jesus.
Lk. 24:39, 40


Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see…

And when He had thus spoken, He showed them His hands and His feet.

2. His hands identified Him as the Resurrected Jesus:
Jn. 20:20

a. The Ten Disciples recognised the Lord by His hands: 
He showed unto them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

b. Thomas Doubted and would not believe until he saw His hands.
Jn. 20:25

Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 

the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
c. Jesus showed Thomas His hands and he believed.
Jn. 20:27, 28
Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.

3. His hands identified and will identify Him as the Retuning Jesus.

a. He Returned to Heaven with His pierced hands blessing His disciples.
Lk. 24:50, 51

And He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up his hands, and blessed them.
And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

b. His people will Recognise Him by the marks of His pierced hands when He returns from Heaven.

They shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him. Zech. 12:10b

c. In the meanwhile we are to Remember Him until He comes – Remember His hands were pierced for us!

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands, I’d rather be led by His nail pierced hand.
Than to be a king of a vast domain Or be held in sin’s dread sway,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today.


Rhea F. Miller
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R189
1.
Read the History of the Hymn, I’d Rather Have Jesus below:

I’d Rather Have Jesus is a song written by Rhea F. Miller with the tune written by George Beverly Shea. This poem, written in 1922, was left on a piano in the Shea home by Bev Shea who wanted her son to find it and change the course of his life. 

The words, I’d rather have Jesus, moved George so much and spoke to him about his own aims and ambitions in life. He sat down at the piano and began singing them with a tune that seemed to fit the words. Shea’s mom heard him singing it and asked him to sing it at church the next day. 

George’s life direction did change. He was offered a popular music career with NBC, but a few years later chose to become associated with evangelist Billy Graham and sang this hymn around the world. 
I’d Rather Have Jesus – The Lyrics
I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold;
I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands, 
I’d rather be led by His nail pierced hand.

Than to be a king of a vast domain
Or be held in sin’s dread sway,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause;
I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;
I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame,
I’d rather be true to His holy name.

He’s fairer than lilies of rarest bloom;
He’s sweeter than honey from out of the comb;
He’s all that my hungering spirit needs,
I’d rather have Jesus and let Him lead. 

Taken from: All About God, http://www.allaboutgod.com/id-rather-have-jesus.htm 
This week, let the hand of the Lord touch your heart and your life that you in turn might touch the hearts of those who come into contact with you. Bev Shea’s hand left the poem on a piano for her son to find it hoping that the words would change his life. And they did! In turn George Beverly Shea’s hands played this song on the piano and touched thousands of lives through the years. What are you going to do with your hands this week? REFLECT.
2. 
A well-known proverb says: An idle brain is the Devil’s workshop.
Idle hands are not far different. Another proverb says:

Better keep busy, and the devil won't find so much for your idle hands to do.
[1941 A. Updegraff Hills look Down iv.]

And the Bible says: Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
I Thes. 4:11, 12, NIV

An idle brain gives the Devil ideas with which he can make use of your idle hands to do. Keep yourself busy by minding your own business in doing God’s business to foil the Devil’s  business. Have you a plan to keep yourself busy this week? REFLECT.
