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The Theme: The Year of Jubilee
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The Text: The LORD hath anointed Me…to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD
Isa. 61:1, 2
The Thots: 

Intro.: Today, Malaysia celebrates its 51st Merdeka (Independence) Day. Last year was its Golden Anniversary, 
its 50th Anniversary, the Year of Jubilee. Consider today The Biblical Year of Jubilee 
A. The Pronouncement on the Year of Jubilee.
Lev.  
25:8-13
1. It was to be celebrated in the year after Seven Sabbatical years.
Lev. 25:8
Thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; 
and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years.
2. It was a Jubilee Festival in the Fiftieth Year celebrating Freedom
Lev. 25:10
Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you.
B. The Person of the Year of Jubilee.
Lev.  25:8-13
1. It was Prophesied to be Proclaimed by the Messiah:

Isa. 61:1, 2

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me; because the LORD hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound… 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.
2  
It was Claimed and Confirmed to be fulfilled in and by the Lord Himself:
Lk. 4:17-21

He found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

…And He began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
C. The Proclamation of the Year of Jubilee.
Lev.  25:8-13
1. Consider the Character of the Year of Jubilee, viz. Liberty or Freedom, and…
Lev. 25:10


Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land…it shall be a jubilee unto you;
2. The Christ Who Fulfilled this Character and set all at Liberty.

The LORD hath anointed Me…To proclaim/preach the acceptable year of the LORD. Isa. 61:1 cf. Lk. 4:18

a. It was the Acceptable Year of Redemption proclaiming liberty to all.
Isa. 61:2; Lk. 4:18, 19
If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and 
Lev. 25:25-32, 48, 49

If any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold.


Cf. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Jn. 8:36
b. It was a Year of Return and Restoration to one’s possessions and family.
Lev. 25:10, 13

Ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family.



Cf.  And that He may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus,
Acts 3:20, 21, NRSV

Who must remain in heaven until the time of universal Restoration 
c. It was a Year of Rest –
Lev. 25:11
A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that 
which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed.
Cf. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Mt. 11:28
d. It was a Year to Respect and obey God’s holy ordinance.
Lev. 25:12

For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.

Cf. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of me…and ye shall find rest unto your souls. Mt. 11:29
D. The Promulgation of the Year of Jubilee.
Lev.  25:9
Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, 
1. The Seventh month – on its first day trumpets were blown to signal the New Year Day. 
Lev. 23:24
In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have…a memorial of blowing of trumpets,

2. The Tenth Day – coincided with the Day of Atonement when the Sin Sacrifice was offered. Lev. 23:27
Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement.

On this Lord’s Day, also the 51st Merdeka (Independence) Day of Malaysia, 
I Cor. 11:26

Let us thus proclaim the Lord's death [Day of Atonement] until He come [Blowing of Trumpets.]

Blow ye the trumpet, blow! The gladly solemn sound Let all the nations know, To earth’s remotest bound:

Extol the Lamb of God, The sin atoning Lamb; Redemption by His blood Throughout the lands proclaim:
Refrain: The year of jubilee is come! The year of jubilee is come! Return, ye ransomed sinners, home.


Charles Wes​ley
For a full study on The Year of Jubilee and its related study on The Sabbatical Year visit: 
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/The%20Year%20of%20Jubilee.doc
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Sabbatical%20Year.doc
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R186
1.
As Malaysia celebrates its 51st Independence Day today – a year after its Golden Jubilee last year, do you think the country has achieved its Freedom and improved on it, for its people, especially the Christians in this land, these 51 years or so? 

Has there been more freedom…


* To Proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ?


* To Profess the Name of Christ in one’s life?


* To Possess property to put up buildings for the testimony of Jesus Christ?


* To Propagate the Christian faith to all and sundry without restrictions whatever?


REFLECT on this, on this special day, and see what the Lord would want you do 

for this week for the testimony of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:2)?
2.
As you think of Malaysia and its restricted freedom, think too of other countries 

which have no freedom at all and where courageous Christians live under intense persecutions that threaten their faith, their lives, their family and their property. 

What should your attitude be towards your brethren in such circumstances and 

what can you do for them where you are now? 

REFLECT on what you will decidedly do for them this week.

Am I a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own His cause,
Or blush to speak His Name?

Must I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
While others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas?

Are there no foes for me to face?
Must I not stem the flood?
Is this vile world a friend to grace,
To help me on to God?

Sure I must fight if I would reign;
Increase my courage, Lord.
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy Word.

Thy saints in all this glorious war
Shall conquer, though they die;
They see the triumph from afar,
By faith’s discerning eye.

When that illustrious day shall rise,
And all Thy armies shine
In robes of victory through the skies,
The glory shall be Thine.


Isaac Watts
