185.  Rumination for August 24, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Seven Seatings of Jesus.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: When the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.
Lk. 22:14
The Thots: 

Intro.: This is a continuation of the previous week’s rumination.
Listed here are 3 more seatings with the previous four in R184 recapitulated.

A. Jesus sat in a boat on the Sea – He got into a boat on the sea and sat there
Mk. 4:1, NRSV
The Sea was the Sea of Galilee, 700 feet below sea level, the Lowest Level in the Holy Land.

It Reminds us of the SEVEN STEPS Jesus took to Descend to the lowest Depths of Degradation to Die for us
B. Jesus sat by the seaside – went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.
Mt. 13:1-3; Mk. 4:2
And great multitudes were gathered together unto Him, so that He went into a ship, and sat; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake many things unto them in parables.
Jesus Related SEVEN PARABLES of the Kingdom of Heaven to the crowd as Recorded in Mt. 13.
C. Jesus Sat at meat in the house of Simon, the Leper at Bethany
Mk. 14:3
Being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at meat, there came a woman having 
an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and  she brake the box, and poured it on His head.

It Reminds us to Remember the Lord in His death and burial even as we sit at His Table today.

D. Jesus sat at supper with the family of Lazarus.
Jn. 12:2, 3
But Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment 
of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus.
It reminds us to Revere the Lord as the One Who Rose from the dead as Worthy of our Worship this day.
E. Jesus approached the eleven when they sat at meat.

He Upbraided His disciples for their Unbelief in His resurrection.

Mk. 16:14
He appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after He was risen.
1. The disciples could only Testify to His death.
2. They would not believe in the Testimony of His resurrection.

3. As we Remember His death, let us not forget that He Rose again from the dead 


to sit on the Right hand of God on high!

F. jesus SAT on the Right Hand of God.
Mk. 16:19 
1. Jesus was Received up into heaven, and sat on the Right hand of God.

	It Reminds us of the SEVEN STEPS the Father took to Receive His Son to His Right Hand in Heaven, 
Phil. 2:9-11

	1.
	Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him
	2.
	and given Him a name which is above every name:

	3.
	That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow
	4.
	of things in heaven

	5.
	and things in earth
	6.
	and things under the earth

	7.
	And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father


Note: 
He Who Descended Seven Steps Down was the same One Who Ascended Seven Steps Up.
Eph. 4:9:10
(Now that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things.)
2. Jesus had Purged our sins and finished the work He came to do. 

Heb. 1:3
When He had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
3. Jesus had Perfected His work of Redemption for us.

Heb. 10:12-14
But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God…For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

G. Because He is now Seated on the Right Hand of God…
Col. 3:1

We are to seek the things above as we have Risen with Him.


If ye then be Risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the Right hand of God.

Buried with Christ and raised with Him, too, What is there left for me to do?
Simply to cease from struggling and strife, Simply to walk in newness of life.

Risen with Christ my glorious Head, Holiness now the pathway I tread;
Beautiful thought from walking therein, He that is dead is freed from all sin.


T. Ryder.
RUMINATIONS FOR THE WEEK
R185
1.
The high priest and the priests serving in the Tabernacle never could sit down. 

In fact, there was no seat in the Holy Place for them to do so. 

It was never envisaged that they could ever complete their ministry.  


They only serve(d) unto the example and shadow of heavenly things.

Heb. 8:5

For every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:
Heb. 10:11 


On the other hand, the Lord Jesus by one offering He hath perfected for ever 

them that are sanctified (Heb. 10:14), and therefore, by the same token, 

we read that this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 

sat down on the right hand of God. 
Heb, 10:12


Certainly the Lord’s perfect sacrifice needs no more repetition 


– in Actuality or in symbolic Acts. Why do some still insist on doing this 


in the observance of the mass, thus, crucifying Him afresh? 

Seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. Heb. 6:6


REFLECT.
2.
The Lord after having finished the work He came to do is now SEATED!


Thus in the Past:


When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand 

of the Majesty on high.
Heb. 1:3

For the Present, He sits on the Mercy Seat, the Throne of Grace, to make intercession 

for us as the High Priest and to extend to us His mercy and compassion in time of need.


Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:16


In the Future, He will sit on the Lamb’s Throne to receive the Worship of all saved by Him by grace through faith in the blood of the Lamb from all ages past and present

Every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Rev. 5:13


After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
Rev. 7:9, 10


Jesus, our Lord, is now seated on the throne. And you are seated with Him. 


Reflect now on your Responsibilities:
Col. 3:1-4

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

