184.  Rumination for August 17, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Seven Seatings of Jesus.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: When the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.
Lk. 22:14
The Thots: 

Intro.: In the Scriptures, when Jesus SAT down, significant things were uttered or happened. 

Listed here are 4 seatings, 3 more seatings will be listed in the next Rumination (185).

A. Jesus sat in a boat on the Sea – He got into a boat on the sea and sat there
Mk. 4:1, NRSV
The Sea was the Sea of Galilee, 700 feet below sea level, the Lowest Level in the Holy Land.

	It Reminds us of the SEVEN STEPS Jesus took to Descend to the lowest Depths of Degradation to Die for us

	1.
	Though He was in the form of God
	2.
	Did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited

	3.
	But emptied Himself
	4.
	Taking the form of a slave

	5.
	Being born in human likeness
	6.
	Being found in human form, He humbled Himself

	7.
	Became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross.


B. Jesus sat by the seaside – Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
Mt. 13:1-3, NRSV
Such great crowds gathered around Him that He got into a boat and sat there,

While the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables.

	It Reminds us of the SEVEN PARABLES of the Kingdom of Heaven Jesus taught when He was on earth.

	1.
	The Sower and the Seed
	2.
	The Tares among the Wheat

	3.
	The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed
	4.
	The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took

	5.
	The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field;
	6.
	The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:

	7.
	The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind, NRSV


C. Jesus Sat at meat in the house of Simon, the Leper at Bethany
Mk. 14:3
It Reminds us to Remember the Lord in His death and burial even as we sit at His Table today.
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
I Cor. 11:26
1. 
The Woman came to Anoint the Lord’s Head
Mk. 14:3

There came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; 
and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.

2.
The people cast Aspersions against her.
Mk. 14:4, 5
Why was this waste of the ointment made? For it might have been sold for more 
than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor.

3. 
The Lord praised her for Anticipating His death and burial:
Mk. 14:6, 8

Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on Me.


 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.

D. Jesus sat at supper with the family of Lazarus.
Jn. 12:2
There they made Him a supper; and Martha served:
 but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him.

It reminds us to Revere the Lord as the One Who Rose from the dead as Worthy of our Worship this day.
1. Mary came prepared, not to Welcome Jesus by Washing His feet but, to Wipe them with her hair. 
Jn. 12:3b
Mary…wiped His feet with her hair:

2. Mary was prepared to Worship the Lord with her costly spikenard. He was Worth the cost.

Jn. 12:3a

Then took Mary…a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus
3. Mary was well-prepared because she had sat at Jesus feet and learned from His Word.

Lk. 1:39

She had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.


4. Thus, she was prepared to Remember and Revere the Lord thus. Her Worship filled the house.
Jn. 12:7, 3
Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this. 

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
Con.: As we Sit with Jesus Seated at His Table this day, may we come prepared ever to Remember and Revere Him.
For the bread, which Thou hast broken; For the wine, which Thou hast poured;
For the words, which Thou hast spoken— Now we give Thee thanks, O Lord.
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1.
Do you always come prepared to the Lord’s Supper to Remember and Revere 

the Lord on the Lord’s Day as Mary and the woman in Simon’s house did?


The Lord cautioned His people of old when they came to celebrate the Lord’s 


Feasts that they shall not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16

To come prepared, before the day itself, nay, on the days beforehand, 


they would have to gather their sacrifices in whatever form they might be together,

to bring along with them so that they could offer them unto the Lord on that day.


They would not dare to appear before the Lord empty.


To day we do not bring anymore the physical offerings and sacrifices of those days, 


but we do bring with us spiritual sacrifices of praise and thanksgivings, 


the fruit of our lips unto the Lord:


By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,

that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
Heb. 13:15


To do this, we need to experience a close walk and an intimate relationship 

with our Lord for us to have much cause to praise and thank Him on the Lord’s Day.

Like Mary we need to sit at His feet to learn from His Word concerning Him. 


That was why she could anticipate His burial and she came prepared with 


her costly spikenard to anoint the feet of Jesus. The result was the house was

filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
Jn. 12:3, NRSV

Perhaps another way you might come prepared for the Lord’s Supper is to 


meditate on these ruminations specially prepared to help you focus your 


thoughts on the Remembrance of Him leading to Reverence for Him every week. 

Have the Ruminations been of help to you in this way? Reflect.
2. 
Heb. 13:16 mentions another form of spiritual sacrifice with which God is well pleased:

But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

As you go through this week, do be mindful that the good you can do for God and for others is in itself a form of spiritual sacrifice that you can offer to God. 
Why not think of some good you can do for someone this week and do it as unto the Lord?
The Lord will surely reward you for the good you do, while the one to whom you extend your good hand may not even be conscious of it because it is done so quietly. 

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret Himself
shall reward thee openly. Reflect.
Matt. 6:3, 4
