182.  Rumination for August 03, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: It is Impossible for God!
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The Text:  With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.
Matt 19:26
The Thots: 

A. While All Things are Possible With God…
Mt. 19:24-26; Mk. 10:25-27; Lk. 18:25-27
1. With God all things are possible. 

Mt 19:26b

2. With God nothing shall be impossible.

Lk. 1:37
Even if it meant birth in old age – Elisabeth…hath also conceived a son in her old age. 
Lk. 1:36
3. With men this is impossible:

Mt 19:26a
a. For instance, it is nigh impossible for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God, as…
Mt. 19:24

it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

b. Yet God can make it possible, if the rich man is prepared to believe that God IS, i.e., that He IS the I AM

And also believe in Jesus as the I AM.

See #B below

B. Yet Certain things are just Impossible for God.
1. It is impossible for God to be pleased without faith: without faith it is impossible to please Him. Heb 11:6
a. The Rule: For he that cometh to God must believe that He IS or that He Is the I AM!

i. The Revelation: God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM.
Exo. 3:14a
ii. The Repetition: Thus shalt thou say… I AM hath sent me unto you.
Exo. 3:14b
iii. The Reason: As the I AM, God Establishes Himself as the Ever-present One:

· From Him which is, and which was, and which is to come;
Rev. 1:4

· Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come
Rev. 4:8

· Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be.
Rev. 16:5

iv. The Reinforcement: As the I AM, God is from Everlasting to Everlasting.
Psa. 90:2
Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.


 “I am the LORD, I change not” because He is the I AM!
Mal. 3:6
b. The Reality: Any one who comes to Jesus, must also believe that He is the I AM.
Jn. 8:24

If ye believe not that I AM (he), ye shall die in your sins.

i. His Eternality: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I AM.
Jn. 8:58
ii. His Divinity: He is the I AM – 


Jn. 18:4-6
Jesus…said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus saith unto them, I AM (He)…As soon then as he had said unto them, I AM (He),

they went backward, and fell to the ground. Note: “He” has been added in the translation.
iii. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
Rev. 22:13 cf. 1:11; 21:6
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” because He is the I AM!
Heb. 13:8

2. It is impossible for God to forgive our sins without the shedding of blood,
Heb. 9:22, NRSV
Under the law…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
a. Under the Law, it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Heb 10:4
b. Thus, the Lord Jesus came. He said: Lo, I come… to do thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
c. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed: O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 

pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
Matt. 26:39

But it was Impossible for God to spare His Son so He had to deliver Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32
3. it was Impossible for God to allow His Son to remain in the power of death.
Acts 2:23, 24, NRSV  

a. God had Planned to deliver His Son to be crucified and Shed His blood – there was no other way!
This Man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.
b. After the Son had fulfilled His Purpose, God raised Him from the dead.
But God raised him up, having freed him from death.

c. God just could not allow His Perfect Spotless Son to be held in the grips of death. 

Because it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.
4. It was Impossible for God to lie, yet to show the Immutability of His Purpose…
Heb. 6:17,18, NIV
a. He not only Clearly declared it (and He cannot lie!)…

God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised.

God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie.
b. But He [also] Confirmed it with an oath.
· The Lord Who cannot lie had promised: If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3

Let us therefore Remember and Revere Him at the Lord’s Supper this day till He come.
I Cor. 11:26

Only believe, only believe; All things are possible, only believe,
Only believe, only believe; All things are possible, only believe. 
Paul Rader
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. It is unthinkable for a finite mind like ours to think of our Infinite God that there are some things in our being and in our lives which are “impossible” for Him to mould or fashion  against our will. For instance, without faith, it is impossible to please Him. 

He cannot force us to believe in Him, if we choose not to.

Likewise, our Christian life is one of faith and we walk by faith. 
(For we walk by faith, not by sight, II Cor. 5:7). 
We need to trust Him even though it involves things unseen though these very invisible things can most times be more real than the things we see. 
(Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, Heb. 11:1)

Are you prepared to trust God to lead you this week and believe in Him in things thought impossible for you but which definitely are possible with Him, only if you trust and obey.

REFLECT.
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, And with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain: Trust and obey, for there’s no other way To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, But is blessed if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of His love Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows, Are for them who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet. Or we’ll walk by His side in the way.
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; Never fear, only trust and obey.


John H. Sam​mis
2. Are you going through a difficult period at this time? 
Let the words of this hymn bring you cheer and comfort. Good to REFLECT on them.

Fear not, little flock, from the cross to the throne, From death into life He went for His own;
All power in earth, all power above, Is given to Him for the flock of His love.

Refrain: 
Only believe, only believe; All things are possible, only believe,
Only believe, only believe; All things are possible, only believe.

Fear not, little flock, He goeth ahead, Your Shepherd selecteth the path you must tread;
The waters of Marah He’ll sweeten for thee, He drank all the bitter in Gethsemane.

Fear not, little flock, whatever your lot, He enters all rooms, “the doors being shut,”
He never forsakes; He never is gone, So count on His presence in darkness and dawn.

The Lord bless your walk with Him this week. 
