181.  Rumination for July 27, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Far and Near
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The Text:  He came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and… to those who were near.
Eph. 2:13, NRSV
The Thots: 

A. The Near and Far made Partners in One.
[Christ] came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
Eph. 2:17
1. The Two “Battling” Parties

Eph. 2:11, 12, 17
	
	The Nigh
	The Afar Off (or what Believers were Before)

	a. 
	Called Israel 
	Called Gentiles - Gentiles in the flesh.

	b. 
	Called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands
	Called Uncircumcision.

	c. 
	Citizens of the Commonwealth of Israel
	Aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.

	d. 
	Had the Covenants of promise
	Without Covenant promises;  without Christ;
without Hope; without God


2. Christ Broke down the Partition between the two, Bringing Peace to them.
Eph. 2:14, 15

For He is our Peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us
a. What He Broke down or abolished:

i. The Wall of partition and hostility between the two.
2:14, 16, NRSV
ii. The Written law with its commandments and ordinances.
2:15a, NRSV

b. What He Built up by the blood of Christ.
Eph. 2:13-16
i. He made both one, thus, making peace.
2:13, 14, 15c
ii. He created in Himself one new man out of the two.
2:15b. NIV

iii. He reconciled both groups to God in one body through the cross.
2:16, NRSV
c. How the Body of Christ was formed by the Baptism in the Spirit.
I Cor. 12:13, NRSV

 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews and Greeks [Gentiles]


Cf. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Eph. 2:18
i. We are now All Baptised in the One Spirit.
I Cor. 12:12
ii. We are now All in the One Body of Christ – no Jews or Greeks, slaves or free.
12:13a, NRSV

iii. Because we were All made to drink of One Spirit.
12:13b, NRSV

Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
B. The Near and Far Promised the Gift of the Spirit.
1. Those who were Near were promised the Gift of the Spirit, if they Repented and were Baptised. Acts 2:38
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
About three thousand did so that day.

Acts 2:41
2. To those who were Afar off was the Promise similarly given, if they Believed and were Baptized,

For the promise is unto you…and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call


Later, many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
Acts 18:8b
C. the People who were to Worship From Far and Near

1. Israel in the Old Covenant, though “near”, had to Worship afar off.
When Moses was to receive the 10 commandments, the people were told to worship afar off. 
a. All the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings…they removed, and stood afar off.
 Exo. 20:18
b. Come up unto the LORD, thou…and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off   
   24:1
2. The Church in the New Covenant are exhorted to draw near to Worship
Heb. 10:19-22
a. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 

and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;

And having an High Priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience…
b. In Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ…
Eph. 2:13

For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Eph. 2:18

As we take of the bread, let us remember the veil, that is to say, His flesh, has been rent and we can now draw near.
As we take of the cup, let us remember that we who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience…

AND WORSHIP HIM!
I say to all men far and near That He is risen again;
That He is with us now and here, And ever shall remain.
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1. Today we have a rent veil before us as evidence of Jesus’ finished work on the cross:

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.



Mt. 27:50, 51

Access to God’s Throne of Grace and Mercy is made freely available 
and His people can always approach Him to seek help in time of need.
Heb. 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.

But strangely while God has brought down the barriers, Man has raised others to bar His people from going to Him directly. There are the intervention of “saints” and “priests” to act as intermediaries, legalistic rituals and ceremonies to go through, physical and spiritual restrictions placed in the way, and a host of other man-made “walls” raised up to prevent easy access to God’s presence.

Are you treasuring the biblical approach of free access into God’s presence to make full use of it to establish a close and intimate relationship with God at all times and under all circumstances?  REFLECT.
2. While access into God’s presence has been made easy and free, there is always the understanding on your part that you are approaching a Holy God.

Moses was asked to take off his shoes because he was standing on holy ground: Exo. 3:5

Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.
And believers are told to be holy, because God is holy:

I Pet. 3:16, NIV

Just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;

for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."
Today believers are exhorted and encouraged to draw near, but at the same time they are told… 

Let us draw near 
(1) with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

(2) having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 

(3) and our bodies washed with pure water.
What do you think these three conditions are and what they expect of you 
as you draw near to God this week? REFLECT.
