180.  Rumination for July 20, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: O Lord my God
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The Text:  I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart.
Psa. 86:12
The Thots: 

Intro: A Prayer of David. Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy.
Psa. 86
A. The Lord my God is Good – Thou, Lord, art Good.
Psa. 86:5 cf. 119:68
For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive… Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes.

1. The Fact - 
Only God is Good.
Mt. 19:17; Mk. 10:18

Jesus said… Why callest thou Me good? There is none good but one, that is, God.


a. If the young ruler acknowledged Jesus is Good, he must acknowledge that Jesus is God.
b. If he wanted to do something good, he must acknowledge that only God is Good and doest Good.
Psa. 119:68

Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?

Mt. 19:16

"Why do you ask Me about what is good? There is only One Who is good.

Mt. 19:17, RSV
2. Man’s Failure: there is none Good.
a. I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."
Psa. 16:2, RSV

b. There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Psa. 14:3; 53:3; Rom. 3:12
3. The Feature of God being Good:
Psa. 86:5
He is ready to Forgive – For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive. 

Cf. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
I Jn. 1:9
B. The Lord my God is Gracious.
Psa. 86:15


Thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.
1. He is Ready to Pardon as Nehemiah Declared:
Neh. 9:17
Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger,and of great kindness
2. He is Ready to relent from Punishing as Jonah Discovered:
Jonah 4:2, NRSV
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and…and ready to relent from punishing

3. Cf. He is Ready to forgive because He is also Good as the Psalmist D…….

For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive. 

C. The Lord my God is Great. 

Psa. 86:10

Thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.
 
1. He is infinitely Ageless.
Job 36:26

Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched out.

2. He stands Alone.
2 Sam 7:22
Thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee.

There is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in might.
Jer 10:6
D. The Lord my God is God alone – thou art God alone.
Psa. 86:15, 10
1. He Created the Cosmos.
Acts 4:24

Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is
2. He is from Everlasting to Everlasting.
Psa. 90:2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.
3. Elijah proved that the Lord his God was the Living God.
1 Kgs. 18:36
a. Elijah Announced to all around him:

LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art God 
in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.
b. The Lord Answered him:
I Kgs. 18:38
Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

c. The People Acclaimed:
When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, 
The LORD, He is the God; the LORD, He is the God.
4. David the king…Sat before the LORD, and Sang:
a. O LORD, there is none like Thee, neither is there any God beside Thee.
I Chr. 17:20
b. Thy people Israel didst Thou make thine own people for ever; and Thou, LORD, becamest their God. 17:22
c. The LORD of hosts is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel:

17:24
d. Now, LORD, Thou art God, and hast promised this goodness unto Thy servant.

17:26
Conclusion: When Thomas was shown the Lord’s hands and side, 
Jn. 20:27, 28


Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God


As we meditate on the Lord our God this day: Who is and What He did, 

Let us sing forth His praise and worship the Lord our God:

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder Consider all the worlds Thy hand hath made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul My Saviour God to Thee How great Thou art! How great Thou art!


Carl Gustaf Boberg
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.180
1. How Great Thou Art – The History of the hymn
The history of the hymn How Great Thou Art begins with Mr. Carl Gustaf Boberg (1859-1940). He was a Swedish pastor, editor, and member of the Swedish parliament. Mr. Boberg was enjoying a nice walk when a thunderstorm suddenly appeared out of no where. A severe wind began to blow. After the storm was over, Mr. Boberg looked out over the clear bay. He then heard a church bell in the distance. And the words to How Great Thou Art begin to form in his heart -- O Lord, my God, When I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds Thy hands hath made. . . Can you imagine what Boberg felt as he formed these words? There was such calmness after the fierce storm he could only utter those words of peace. 
How Great Thou Art – The Lyrics

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,

Extracted from: http://www.allaboutgod.com/how-great-thou-art.htm
Go over the lyrics of this classic hymn. Place yourself in the position of Mr. Carl Gustaf Boberg and think of a time, when time sort of stood still for you, and you see and experience what he saw and experienced. 
REFLECT on the kind of emotions such a scene will inspire in you.

2. For Carl Gustaf Boberg it was, “O Lord, my God…”
For Thomas, it was “My Lord and my God!”

What is it for you when you contemplate on the Lord Who is Good, Gracious 

and Great, yea, your very GOD! ? 

How do these Aspects and Attributes of God Affect you – your mind, spirit and soul?

REFLECT.

