179.  Rumination for July 13, 2008
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The Theme: Come to Worship
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The Text:  We…are come to worship Him.
Matt. 2:2
The Thots: 

Intro. This Rumination continues the first mention of Worship in Scripture from R178

First Occurrence of Worship in the N.T.

We…are come to worship Him. Matt. 2:2
A. The Person to be Worshipped.
1. The Magi Wanted to Worship the King of the Jews.
Mt. 2:2


Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him

a. They would know from the Scriptures the coming of the Star and the Sceptre.
Num. 24:17
There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre [signifying Kingship] shall rise out of Israel.
b. They Would know from the last mention of Worship in the O.T. that…

i. The Lord of hosts, would be the King, the World would Worship.
Zech. 14:16

It shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against 
Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts. 

ii. This Lord of hosts shall Punish those who refuse to Prostrate before Him as King.
Zech. 14:17

It shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem 
to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.
[last occ. in O.T.]


iii. This Lord of hosts, the God of the Jews, would also be the God of the Gentiles too.
Zech. 8:23
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall 
take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

c. Thus the Magi were come that they Might worship the King of the Jews.
Matt. 2:2

While the Magi, were sincere to worship the King, Herod, the king, was not!
Mt. 2:8 [2nd occ.]

Go and search diligently for the young Child; and when ye have found Him,

 bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him also
2. The Star led the Magi to the Manger where Christ, the King of the Jews, was born.
Matt. 2:11[3rd occ]

She brought forth her firstborn son…and laid him in a manger.
(Lk. 2:7)
When they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh
a. Worship was directed to only the young Child, not Mary.
Mt. 2:11

They saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.

b. Worship meant being Prostrated before Him Paying Him homage.

“Worship” is proskuneo (lit. or fig.) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore). 
Strong

While we might not prostrate today, we need to Worship with Respect and Reverence.
c. Worship involved Presenting Him with Personal treasures and gifts. 


Would these gifts Focus on or Foretell His Forthcoming…

i. Life that would bring much Pleasure to the Father as symbolised by the frankincense?

ii. Death that He would Pay for the world’s sin Penalty, yet not of His own as symbolised by the myrrh?

iii. Kingship when He would Rise again and Return as King of kings as symbolised by the gold?

· Would not we Remember Him this day His life, death and Resurrection until He Returns as King of kings?
B. The Only Person to be Worshipped.
[or the last occ. of Worship in the N.T.]
1. The Occurrences of Worship in the Old and New Covenants (Testaments):
a. The Last in the O.T. Proclaimed the Lord of Hosts as King to be Worshipped [See #A.1b] Zech. 14:16, 17

b. The First in the N. T. Portrayed the Magi searching for the King of the Jews to be Worshipped.
Mt. 2:2
i. The Second Exhibited false Worship: Search…for the… Child… that I may… worship Him also. Mt. 2:8

ii. The Third Established that only Christ was to be worshipped.

Mt. 2:11


They saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.
2. Finally Only God is to be Worshipped at the Consummation of all things:

iii. The Last in the N.T. Pronounced that only God is to be worshipped.
Rev 22:8, 9 cf. 19:10
And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant…: worship God.

· When all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself 

be subject unto Him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.
I Cor. 15:28
O worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully sing His power and His love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.


Ro​bert Grant
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R179

1. Today “Worship” is one of the most “adored” words in the Christian’s vocabulary. 


At the same time, it is also one of the most “abused” acts.


Many have strayed from the basic biblical worship that involves the worshipper to bring to God spiritual sacrifices of Presents and Praise to the Lord including the living sacrifice of his/her own Person (Heb. 13:15, 16; Rom. 12:1) that brings much Pleasure to the heart of God to the Personal satisfaction of the worshipper himself/herself so that worship has become more of what thrills his/her own soul rather than the Spirit of God Whom he/she must Worship in Spirit and in truth. (Jn. 4:24). It has become an act where the worshipper expects to receive blessings from God rather than to give Him His “worthy-ship”! 
Do you agree?  Reflect.

2. Basic Worship involves:
Obedience – we need to worship Him in the way He wants us to worship:
Jn. 4:24

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Offerings   –
we need to bring Him our burnt offerings and sacrifices.


They shall not appear before the LORD empty:
Deut. 16:16

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto His name: 


bring an offering, and come before Him: 


Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
1 Chr 16:29
Obeisance  –
 we need to approach Him with Respect and Reverence:
Mic. 6:6, 8
Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?
He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
Worship only the Lord God for He alone is worthy:
Mt. 4:10


– Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.
– And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, 

I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things.

Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: 
Worship God.

Rev. 22:8, 9
Jesus our Lord, with what joy we adore Thee,

Chanting our praise to Thyself on the throne!

Blest, in Thy presence we worship before Thee,

Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone:

Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy;

Lord, Thou art worthy and worthy alone!
Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee,

Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone.




Unknown

Reflect on the above and Refresh your thoughts on Worship and Worship Him this week:

What doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
