178.  Rumination for July 6, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Come and Worship
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The Text:  All nations shall come and worship before Thee.
Rev. 15:4
The Thots: 

Intro. The first occurrence of a word in the Scriptures often Conveys the basic Concept 
of what the word Connotes as it is progressively developed in the Word of God. 

This is an important principle of Biblical Hermeneutics.

Dr. A. T. Pierson says: This is a law we have long since noted, and have never found it to fail.

The first occurrence of a word, expression or utterance, is the key to its subsequent meaning, 
or it will be a guide to ascertaining the essential truth connected with it.
For this Rumination, we would study the word Worship which is a very important 
component in the Lord’s Remembrance Feast.
First Occurrence of Worship in the O.T.

– I and the lad will go yonder and worship. Gen. 22:5
A. The Occasion:

Gen. 22:1, 2
1. God was Assessing Abraham’s Willingness to offer Isaac up as a burnt offering as an act of Worship. 

God tested Abraham... Take now thy son…and offer him there for a burnt offering

2. Abraham Apprehended God’s command as such, i.e. as an act of Worship.

Gen. 22:5
He said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship.

B. The Obedience: I and the lad will go yonder and worship.

Gen. 22:5

1. Worship involves Obedience – 


Gen. 22:2
a. Abraham obeyed God as to What (Whom) he was to offer in order to Worship:


Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and… offer him there for a burnt offering

b. Abraham obeyed God as to Where he was to go and Worship: 

Gen. 22:2b, 3
Get thee into the land of Moriah…upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
Abraham rose up early in the morning… and went unto the place of which God had told him.
c. This Place would Pinpoint the site where Solomon would build his magnificent temple later:

i. Was the threshing floor of Araunah which David bought to build an altar for the Lord at this place?



Araunah said, Wherefore is my lord the king come to his servant? 

And David said, To buy the threshing floor of thee, to build an altar unto the LORD
II Sam. 24:21
ii. According to well-founded tradition, this threshing floor…was on Mount Moriah!
iii. Later still it was to be the site where Solomon would build his magnificent Temple.
II Chr. 3:1

Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, 


… in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.

· Abraham’s obedience foreshadowed the Sacrifice of God the Father’s Son as Substitute for us.

· It also foreshadowed God’s chosen Place of Worship for His earthly People.
2. Worship involves an Offering.


Gen. 22:2


Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and… offer him there for a burnt offering


i. Abraham was to Sacrifice his promised Seed – Isaac

Gen. 17:19

Thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him...and with his seed after him.
ii. He was to Sacrifice his Son – thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest
Gen. 22:2
By now the son was a young lad and would have had a good loving relationship with the father.
iii. The Sacrifice of Abraham: by offering up Isaac he would possibly make God’s Covenant with him 

of no effect (slaying the Seed), and he, himself would have lost a Son whom he had grown to love.
Such was the Price of Worshipping God: he must Obey and he must give Obeisance.


Yet, Abraham obeyed God in implicit faith for he said, 


I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

Gen. 22:5b


And his faith was well rewarded: Lay not thine hand upon the lad…for now I know 



that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.
Gen. 22:12
3. Worship involves an Obeisance –


Gen. 22:5

1st occ. of “worshipped”. Worship is shachah (Heb) = depress, i.e. prostrate (… in homage to royalty 
or God): -- bow (self) down…do (make) obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop, worship.   Strong

Thus, Worship also conveys the posture of bowing down in Humility to pay Homage.
Cf. The man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD.

Gen. 24:26, 48
This Day, as we celebrate the Feast of Remembrance in this Wilderness journey and Worship Him,
Let us gather together in His Name in the Place He has chosen, i.e. with Him in the midst:
Mt. 18:20

Let us Prostrate ourselves in spirit and in Humility to Worship Him, paying Him Homage:
Jn. 4:24

And Let us Present our Sacrifices and Offerings unto Him, viz. the Sacrifice of …
· Our Persons - offer your bodies as living sacrifices… your spiritual act of worship. 
Rom. 12:1, NIV
· Our Praise - let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God…the fruit of our lips giving thanks
Heb. 13:15

· Our Property - do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Heb. 13:16, NIV
Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.
James Mont​gom​e​ry
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R178
1. The basic concept of Worship conveys to us the thoughts of Obedience, 


an Offering and Obeisance. 
Obedience would insist that we worship God in the way He instructs us 

and not the way we think He ought to be worshipped.

Among the guides God gives us in Worshipping Him are:

a) Deut. 16:16
- 
they shall not appear before the LORD empty:


b) John 4:24
- 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 



in spirit and in truth.

c) Heb. 10:22
-
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,



having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,



 and our bodies washed with pure water.

What do you think the above guidelines mean and how would you prepare yourselves 

to worship God? Reflect.
2. Offering would suggest that you bring something to God in your worship.
Perhaps you have been singing this beautiful hymn by Syl​van​us D. Phelps, ever so often.

Savior, Thy dying love Thou gavest me.
Nor should I aught withhold, dear Lord, from Thee.
In love my soul would bow, my heart fulfill its vow,
Some offering bring Thee now, something for Thee.
On Phelps’ 70th birth​day, Robert Low​ry who composed the music to the above hymn wrote him:

It is worth liv​ing 70 years even if no​thing comes of it but one such hymn as
Savior! Thy dying love
Thou gavest me;
Nor should I aught withhold,
Dear Lord, from Thee. 

Happy is the man who can produce one song which the world will keep on singing after the au​thor shall have passed away. May the tune​ful harp pre​serve its strings for ma​ny a long year yet, and the last note reach us on​ly when it is time for the sing​er to take his place in the hea​ven​ly choir.

From THE CYBER HYMNAL ™
Reflect on the sentiments expressed in the words of the above chorus and worship the Lord with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind this week. 

