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The Theme: To Obey is Better than Sacrifice
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.
I Sam. 15:22
The Thots: 

The LORD, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm, 
Him shall ye fear, and Him shall ye worship, and to Him shall ye do sacrifice.
II Kgs. 17:36
This man went up…yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh.
I Sam. 1:3
Intro.: 
Fear implies Obedience and Sacrifice implies Worship. 


Where Obedience and Worship are involved, Obedience should take precedence.
A. Saul and Disobedience.
I Sam. 15
1. The Commandment given to Saul.
I Sam. 15:3

Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and Sspare them not;

but Slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.
2. Saul’s Concocted excuses for not obeying:

15:20, 13
a. First, he claimed: I have obeyed the voice of the LORD…performed the commandment of the LORD.
But he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people…
15:8
But what meaneth then this bleating of the sheep… and the lowing of the oxen…?
15:14
b. Then he blamed the people [for sparing] the best…sheep…oxen, to sacrifice unto…God. 
15:15, 21
c. No, he wrongly deemed sacrifices and Offerings more important than total Obedience.
Cf. 15:22
3. The Consequences of Saul’s Disobedience:

a. The LORD Repented that He had made Saul king over Israel.

15:5, 11 ct. 29
b. The LORD hath Rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day.

15:28

Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice

of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 15:22


B. The Lord Jesus and Obedience.

1. The Lord Needed Not to Obey in Heaven.

a. He is Verily Sovereign God.
 

i. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.


The same was in the beginning with God.

Jn. 1:1, 2
ii. 
But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:

Heb. 1:8
b. Yet He Voluntarily Submitted Himself to the Will of God to come to Earth.

Heb. 10:7, 8
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin
thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;


c. The Value of Man’s earthly Sacrifices was only in Shadow but not in Substance. 
Heb. 10:1
For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.
2. However, the Lord Learned Obedience when He was on Earth.

Heb. 5:8

Though he were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.
3. In the end, the Lord was Obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Cross.

Phil. 2:8

As a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
C. The Church and Obedience.
1. The Lord gave the Church a new Commandment to Love one another:

Jn. 13:34

A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you.
2. The Lord also gave the Church a Commandment to Commemorate and Remember Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
3. To obey is better than sacrifice – to Remember is more needful than to Revere (Worship)

a. Obedience should lead to Remembrance – do this in remembrance of Me
b. Remembrance should lead to Reverence.

c. Reverence should not Replace Remembrance because Remembrance is the Result of Obedience.


Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.



Can we really Remember the Lord in His death and Resurrection this day to lead us to Revere Him?
Yes, Christ’s command continues to all who serve His Name 
To go and make disciples, that all would sing His fame.
And gathered at one table His holy church shall see Our Master is still calling:


“Do This; Remember Me!” 
Keith H. Mc​Il​wain
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R177
1. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered;
Heb. 5:8
It was indeed strange that the Son should learn obedience. 

While He was in heaven, He was co-equal with God, nay, He was God Himself.

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
Phil. 2:6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. (NIV)

Yet when He came down to earth as man, He had to learn obedience.


He had to learn to obey His earthly parents.


He had to learn to obey the laws of the country.


He had to obey the laws and ordinances of being an Israelite.


Are you learning the lessons of obedience as God’s child – as a Christian?

2. To obey God implicitly and explicitly sometimes brings out Fears – fears of the unknown; fears of what will happen to you when you obey. It demands a stepping out in Faith to counter those Fears and let the Fear of God take over the fear of the unknown and the fear of man.

How true the words of the simple chorus: 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way

To be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey

Reflect on the words of this classic hymn given below for the week and see how they challenge you to obey the Lord as you face challenges that come by the way in your walk with Him.

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Refrain

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

Refrain

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favour He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.
Refrain
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet.
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way.
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.

Refrain

John H. Sam​mis,
