176.  Rumination for June 22, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Let Me Die.
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The Text:  And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines.
Jud. 16:30
The Thots: 


A. Samson wanted to die – Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines.
Jud. 16:30a
1. In Life, Samson was a Failure –
a. He failed to live up to being a Godly Nazarite:
Jud. 16:17-19
i. He Succumbed to Delilah’s Seductions and told her his Secrets.

ii. Delilah had his head Shaved and Samson lost his Strength.


b. His life failed to live up to the Glory of God –
Jud. 16:23
They [the Philistines] said, our god [Dagon] hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.
2. In Death, Samson was “Fruitful” – 
Jud. 16:30

So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
a. When Pulled out of Prison by the Philistine lords, Samson made his last Plea to God.
Jud. 16:28
Samson…said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me…only this once, 
O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.
b. He took the middle Pillars in his outstretched hands, bowed, and Prayed, “Let me die…”
Jud. 16:29f
So Samson pulled down the hall and killed all inside, and died: he was more Fruitful in death than in life:
· So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
Jud. 16:30b
B. Elijah wanted to die.
I Kgs. 19:4
He requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life.
1. Elijah’s Introspection:
I Kgs. 19:4, 10
a. He Felt had had Finished his work – like his Fathers of old, he would die the death of a prophet.  
It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.

b. Jezebel had slain his Fellow-prophets and he would Follow suit and soon.
I Kgs. 19:2
c. Elijah was Frustrated with the present and Fearful of the Future. 
I Kgs. 19:4

2. God’s Intervention.

a. Elijah needed physical Refreshment – the Angel of the Lord fed him: “Arise and eat.”
I Kgs. 19:5-8a
b. Elijah needed spiritual Revival – he needed to be still and to hear God’s voice again.
I Kgs. 19: 8b-14
c. Elijah had not Finished his work and there were 7000 others still Faithful to God.
I Kgs. 19:15-18

· No, it was not time for Elijah to die – he had not finished his work!

C. Jonah wanted to die – LORD, take…my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. Jon. 4:3
1. God had put him to much trouble.
Cf. Jon. 3:3, 4
a. God Appointed him to First warn Nineveh of coming judgment.
Jon. 1:2
b. God Appointed a Fish to swallow him when he Fled from Him: he was inside its belly 3 days ad 3 nights.

Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah…
Jon. 1:17
c. Then he had to return to Fulfil his Appointed task.
Jon.  3:3, 4


So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD.

2. God did not take the trouble to keep His word!
a. After all the trouble Jonah went through, God spared Nineveh when they repented.
Jon. 3:10

b. Jonah was sad and angry because God was too Gracious to these Gentiles.
Jon. 4:2b, NRSV
For I knew that You are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing.
c. It was not Worthwhile “Working” for God – Jonah wanted to die.
· Jonah was in the fish’s belly three days and three nights and later wanted to die because others lived.
D. Jesus came to die – the Son of man came… to give his life a ransom for many.
Mt. 20:28; Mk. 10:45

Jesus Came to die – it was His Choice: that was the only way to save mankind. 
1. Unlike Samson – Jesus was Fruitful in Life and in Death.
2. Unlike Elijah – He Finished His work and died:
Jn. 19:31


It is finished: and he bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
3. Unlike Jonah – Jesus was Glad to preach God’s Gospel of Grace to the Gentiles and Jews.
Isa. 61:1
The LORD hath anointed Me to preach good tidings (and) to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,


· Like Jonah – 

He was in the “Fish’s belly” three days and three nights. He died and rose again 3 days later. Mt. 12:40, NIV

As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, 


so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Today He is in our midst. He says: I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.
Mighty army of the young, Lift your voice in cheerful song,
Send the welcome word along, Jesus lives!
Once He died for you and me, Bore our sins upon the tree,
Now He lives to make us free, Jesus lives! 
John R. Col​gan,
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Phil 1:20-26
According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death.

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:

Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.

And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;

That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.
1. Paul could not choose whether to live or die.
Phil. 1:20-26
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Paul was in a dilemma whether to live or to die.

To die to him was far better as then he could be Jesus.


But then, to live he could further the faith of those he was having fellowship with.


Still whether to die or to live he strove to magnify Christ always 

in His body and to bring his Lord all Glory.

Finally when he was ready to see his Lord, he wrote:

I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:


 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 

and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

II Tim. 4:6-8
What is your attitude in and towards life and death? 

Give a few moments to reflect on these issues and decide on what you are going to do with the time you have left. For Paul, it is Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. What is yours?
2. Suicide Statistics.
The following figures are taken from the World Health Organisation
a. In the last 45 years, suicide rates have increased by 60 percent in some countries.

b. Worldwide, suicide ranks among the three leading causes of death among those aged 15-44 years.

c. In the year 2000, approximately one million people died of suicide. This represents a global mortality rate of 16 per 100,000 or one death every 40 seconds.

d. For every suicide there are at least 20 suicide attempts.

e. Self-inflicted injuries represented 1.8 percent of the global burden of disease in 1998 and are expected to increase to 2.4percent in 2020.

f. Suicide rates among young people have been increasing and they are currently the group at highest risk in one third of all countries (developed and developing).

g. At least 100,000 adolescents die by suicide every year.
Figures from the World Health Organization.
According to the above statistics more and more young people are saying:
I want to die; take my life away; let me die.

How do these desperate cries challenge you as a Christian?

Especially when you know that every unbelieving death is but a step from a lost eternity.

How do the above figures affect you in your lifestyle on earth?

Reflect on this week.
