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The Text:  She called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me:
Gen. 16:13
The Thots: 

A. God saw Hagar in the wilderness – The angel of the LORD found her…in the wilderness. Gen. 16:7
1. The Angel of the Lord Found Hagar Fleeing from her mistress, Sarai.
Gen. 16:8

 Hagar, Sarai's maid…said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.
2. The Lord assured her that she would bear a Son and her Seed would be blessed. 
Gen. 16:11, 12
Behold, thou…shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael because the LORD hath heard.
3. Hagar responded and called the Name of the Lord, “Thou God seest me.”
Gen. 16:13

a. The Angel of the Lord named her son, Ishmael = “God hears”.
b. She named the Angel of the Lord, “God sees”.

c. When Sarai was Barren and Burdened for a child to be Born, she failed to realise


that God could see and He could hear!– she should have Cried to Him instead of Conceiving her own plans.
B. The Lord  saw Elijah under the Juniper Tree.
I Kgs. 19:4a, 5
He himself… sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die.


As he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.

1. When Elijah’s life was threatened with death, he Pre-empted it and Preferred to die first.
I Kgs. 19:4b

It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life.
2. He thought he was the Only One left of the Lord’s prophets, believing all to have been slain. I Kgs. 19:10, 14

The children of Israel have…slain thy prophets…I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

3. The Lord Replied that He still had left a Remnant faithful to Him.
I Kgs. 19:18
Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, 

Cf. When the Lord was on the Tree He was the Only One There, all had forsaken Him!
See. #D cf. Mt. 26:56
C. The Lord saw Nathanael under the Fig Tree.
Jn. 1:48

When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.
1. Nathanael could not believe any good thing [could] come out of Nazareth.
Jn. 1:46
2. But this Nazarene saw Nathanael and knew him before He was even told of him.
Jn. 1:47, 48b
a. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 
b. Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

3. Thus, Nathanael’s Confession of Christ when he was under the tree:
Jn. 1:49

Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.

Contrast the Challenges thrown at Jesus, the Nazarene, when He was on the tree (cross):  
a. From the Passers-by: If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
Mt. 27:40

b. From the chief Priests: If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross. 
Mt. 27:42
c. Because Jesus was the Son of God, the King of Israel and the Saviour of the Word, it was 


not Possible for Him to come down from the tree: He was bearing our sins on His own shoulders.
I Pet. 2:24

d. Nathanael would Perceive greater things still.
Jn. 1:50, 51
Jesus…said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? 
Thou shalt see greater things than these… Hereafter ye shall see heaven open,
 and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
Cf. Gen. 28:12-16
Jesus on the cross was the Living Ladder joining Heaven to Earth fulfilling God’s promise to Jacob.
D. God saw not Jesus on the tree!
cf. I Pet. 2:24
1. Jesus was Enveloped in Darkness.
Mt. 27:45

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

2. He was Enduring the Death of sin’s penalty for us – For the wages of sin is death.
Rom. 6:23

3. Only His Enemies surrounded Him; He was Deserted by all His loved ones:
a. He was Forsaken of His disciples – All the disciples forsook him, and fled.
Mt. 26:56
b. He was Forsaken of God – My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Mt. 27:46
E. Mary saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
Jn. 20:14
Con.: Can we See the Lord Jesus today Seated at the Remembrance Feast, know Him and worship Him?
Rise, my soul, behold 'tis Jesus! Jesus fills thy wondering eyes;

See Him there, in glory seated, Where thy sins no more can rise!"

"Gazing on the Lord in glory, While our hearts in worship bow;


There we read the wondrous story Of the cross, its shame and woe."
Denham Smith
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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(Gen 16:13 KJV)  And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?

(Gen 16:13 NRSV)  So she named the LORD who spoke to her, "You are El-roi"; for she said, "Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing him?"
(Gen 16:13 NIV)  She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: "You are the God who sees me," for she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me."

1. The three major versions (KJV, NRSV, NIV) of the Bible above translate the same text in three different ways with subtle connotations and differences. 

· In KJV, Hagar named the Angel of the Lord, “Thou God seest me”
Gen. 16:13 cf. 11

and followed up with a question: Have I also here looked after Him that seeth me?
· In NRSV, Hagar named the Angel, “El-Roi” which means “a God of Seeing”, i.e. the God of my vision and followed up with an exclamation: "Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing him?"
· In NIV, Hagar named Him, “You are the God who sees me” and followed up with a statement: 


"I have now seen the One who sees me."
Go over the three translations again and reflect on each of them to see what lessons you can learn of your God, the Lord, the Angel of the Lord.

2. How does Hagar’s name for the Lord “Thou God seest me” hold up as a challenge to you in your daily walk with God? 
In what way will it affect your conduct and conversation in your Christian walk?  
Reflect.
