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The Theme: Cannot Come Down… !
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The Text:  I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down:
Neh. 6:3a
The Thots: 

A. Nehemiah could not come down – He was doing a great Work.
Neh. 6:3

I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down:
Neh. 6:3a

1. Nehemiah’s enemies wanted to Counsel with him.
Neh. 6:2, 7
a. He was up on the Wall – Re-Building what had been Broken down all the years.
Neh. 1:3


the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.

b. He was doing Work – God’s work, and it was a Great work!
Neh. 6:3a
c. He was Wise and focused in his work – he would not Come down; and his work must not Cease 
Neh. 6:3b

I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?


2. Nehemiah’s enemies were Conspiring to do him mischief.
Neh. 6:2

Come, let us meet together … But they thought to do me mischief.
a. They were Insistent – Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort.
Neh. 6:4, 5
b. They sent him an Insidious letter blackmailing him: Sent Sanballat…the fifth time…an open letter
Neh. 6:5-7

c. But Nehemiah was Inspired by God – he did not feel threatened: God would strengthen him.
Neh. 6:9
For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done.
 Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.
B. Jesus could not come down – He was doing God’s Will.
Mt. 27:42

If he be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross.

1. From Heaven He Came down to do God’s Will: Then said I, Lo, I come…to do thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
2. His enemies Challenged Him to come down from the Cross to prove that…

a. He could save Himself… – He saved others; Himself he cannot save.
Mt. 27:42a

b. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross.
Mt. 27:42b

c. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if he will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God. Mt. 27:43
3. Jesus Could not come down from the Cross because…
a. He was Manifesting God’s Love to lost Mankind.


Rom. 5:8


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

b. He who knew no sin was Made the Sin-offering for us: For He hath made Him to be sin for us.
II Cor. 5:21

c. On the cross, He was our Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.

I Pet. 2:24
C. Zacchaeus must come down – to Welcome the Lord into his house.
Lk. 19:5
Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house.


1. Zacchaeus must come down from the Sycamore tree; Jesus was going to Stay in his house.

Lk. 19:5

Note: In contrast, Jesus could not come down from the tree (cross) because…


I Pet. 2:24

His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree
2. Zacchaeus Received Jesus into the house, Repented and made Restitution for his sins.
Lk. 19:6-9

3. He was a sinner made Righteous when he came down to Receive Jesus into His Heart in his House.
Lk. 19:7

Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house.
D. Paul had to go down to Revive Eutychus and went up to Remember the Lord.
Acts 20:10, 11, NIV
When Paul preached into the late hours of the night, poor Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep…

fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.
1. So, Paul went down to Eutychus and Revived him  - Paul went down, and fell on him,
Acts 20:10

and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him.

2. After that, he went upstairs again and broke bread.
Acts 20:11, NIV

E. John was told “Come Up” to Heaven to Worship
Rev. 4:1, NRSV
The first voice, which I had heard speaking to me… said, "Come up here."


When he did so he Witnessed a Worship scene in Heaven.
Rev. 4:10, 11
Immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven… 
The four and twenty elders fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him


Today, as we Remember Him in the eating of the bread and in the drinking of the cup…
We need not now go up to Heaven, To bring the long sought Saviour down;
Thou art to all already given, Thou dost e’en now Thy banquet crown:
To every faithful soul appear, And show Thy real presence here!
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1. To “come down” often implies a compromise of what you stand for – a lowering of your standards, and to “go up” suggests facing a higher level of experience and new challenges, though it may not be necessarily so. However, for this reflection, let us take to “come down” to mean compromising with the world’s standards while to “go up” may refer to our attempting to live up to God’s standards. To “come down” may also refer to the call to “come out from” and to “go up” its counterpart.
Taking this to be the case, Reflect on the following:

(2 Cor 6:17 KJV)  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
The “them” of course refers to the unbelieving world with whom those who have been called out from are not to have fellowship with. (See II Cor. 6:14-16)
And the “world” is defined as:
(1 John 2:15-17 KJV)  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
2. Today the world beckons you to come down from the biblical high standards of practical holiness. It is just not practical to live that kind of life in today’s world. 

Do you agree? Reflect.
Here is an example of biblical practical holiness taken from Rom. 12:9-21, NIV
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

11  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

12  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

13  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

14  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

15  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.

16  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.

18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

19  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.

20  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."

21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


Can you live this kind of life here below?
