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The Theme: Passing over the brook Kidron
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The Text:  Jesus…went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron (Kidron, NRSV)
Jn. 18:1 

The Thots: 


Intro.:  Passing over a body of water often implies passing over to a new experience.  Thus, passing over Kidron.
A. The Darkness of Kidron.


1. The Facts regarding Kidron: 
Strong

The OT word is derived from a primary root which means to be ashy, i.e. dark-coloured; 

By implication it means to mourn (in sackcloth or sordid garments):--be black (-ish), 
be (make) dark (-en), (cause to) mourn.

2. Hence, the Feature associated with Kidron is blackness and darkness 

3. Figuratively, to cross over Kidron therefore suggests crossing over to a dark side.

B. David and his men passed over Kidron to a Dark future.
II Sam. 15:23
All the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over:

the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and all the people 

passed over, toward the way of the wilderness.

1. David and his men were Fleeing from his rebellious son, Absalom.

2. They crossed over Kidron to Face a dark Future ahead as they became Fugitives.
C. For Shimei to pass over Kidron, he would have to Die.
I Kgs. 2:37

It shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron,

… thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.

1. Shimei had cursed and Sworn on David when the latter fled from Absalom.
II Sam. 16:5-12


2. But David Spared him as he might have been Sent by the Lord.
II Sam. 16:11, 12
3. David again Spared Shimei’s life after Absalom’s overthrow.
II Sam. 19:21-23
4. But before David’s death, David charged his Son, Solomon to punish him.
I Kgs. 2:8, 9
5. Solomon’s Sentence on Shimei was that he must not pass over Kidron.
I Kgs. 2:36, 37

Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. 
For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt 
know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.

6. Some years later, Shimei passed over Kidron to recapture some escaped Slaves 

I Kgs. 2:39-41 

and he was Slain for disobeying King Solomon.

I Kgs. 2:46

D. the Levites crossed over Kidron to throw there all the Dirt they found in the temple. 
2 Chr 29:16

And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD, to cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the LORD into the court of the house of the LORD. 
And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron.

E. Jesus crossed over Kidron to Darkness and Death.
Jn. 18:1, NRSV
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with His disciples across 

the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.

1. There He Faced the Darkness of Gethsemane.
My Jesus, I would ne’er forget, That hour I spent with Thee;
When there I saw Thy bloody sweat in dark Gethsemane.
E. P. Hammond
2. Later He faced the Darkness of being Forsaken by His Father when He was on the Cross.
Mt. 27:45, 46
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
 that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

3. Finally He Faced the Darkness of Death.
Mt. 27:50, NRSV; Job 10:21, 22
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed His last. 

Cf. Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death; A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.
F.  But the day is coming when Kidron will be no more Dark, but a Delightful place.
Jer. 31:40  
1. This will be after the New Covenant is in place.
Jer. 31:31-37

2. When the brook Kidron will be Cleansed and made holy unto the Lord.


The whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron
 … shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.
3. When Christ shall reign which thing is true in Him and in you:
Jn. 2:8

because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.


In the meanwhile…
Yea, Lord! Thy Passion over, We know this life of ours
Hath passed from death and winter To leaves and budding flowers;
No more Thy rain of weeping In drear Gethsemane;


No more the clouds and darkness, That veiled Thy bitter Tree.
Jack​son Ma​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R172
1. The children of Israel crossed River Jordan into the Promised Land.

This event has often been used by hymn-writers to refer to the believer’s crossing over from earth to heaven to their eternal rest.
For instance:

’Tis a blessèd hope, and it cheers my soul,
I shall rest by and by over Jordan;
When my work is done and my crown is won,
I shall rest, sweetly rest over Jordan.

Refrain

Over Jordan, over Jordan, I shall rest
Sweetly rest by and by;
’Tis a precious hope, ’tis a blessèd hope,
I shall rest, sweetly rest over Jordan.



Fan​ny Cros​by,

O come and go with me, If from sin you would be free;
You will find it good for thee, Over Jordan.
’Tis a land of corn and wine, And there’s fruit of every kind;
You will find it is sublime, Over Jordan.

Refrain

Over Jordan, over Jordan, O it is a pleasant place,
For I have the “second grace.” Over Jordan’s rolling sand
Into happy Beulah land, ’Tis a pleasant place to live,
Over Jordan.



Frank M. Gra​ham
Was “rest” the experience of Israel after they had crossed over Jordan? 

If not, what do you think the “crossing over Jordan” experience might mean spiritually? Reflect.

2. Will crossing the river of death take some time and hold fear for the saint?
Hold Thou my hand, that when I reach the margin
Of that lone river Thou didst cross for me,
A heavenly light may flash along its waters,
And every wave like crystal bright shall be.

Fan​ny Cros​by
Compare also Paul’s sentiments when he discussed his dilemma in choosing life or death: 


II Cor. 5:6-8
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body,
 we are absent from the Lord:  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord.
For Paul, death seemed to be momentary. 
However for him, for the moment, it was ever: 
Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him.
II Cor. 5:9
What are your thoughts on the above?  
REFLECT on the “momentary” life, compared with eternity, that you are experiencing now and what you are going to do with your life. What about this week? What are you going to do for Him?
