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The Text:  The feasts of the LORD…even these are My feasts
Lev. 23:2
The Thots: 

Intro.: In God’s Old Covenant with Israel, He specified certain feasts as His own appointed ones,  



known as the Feasts of the Lord or My (the Lord’s) Feasts.



And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.
Lev 23:44 



These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations,
Lev. 23:4


In the Lord’s New Covenant with the Church, He instituted the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:20, 23



When ye come together therefore into one place…to eat the Lord's Supper


Both are times of gathering for His people to Remember and Revere Him.

A. The Lord’s Feasts.
Lev. 23:2, 4, NIV
1. The Charter of the Feasts: 'These are my appointed feasts, the appointed feasts of the LORD
They were the Lord’s appointed feasts, i.e. fixed by Him re: …

a. The Person Who should be honoured: the Lord Himself – these are My feasts.

Lev. 23:2

b. The People who should observe them:  the children of Israel.

Lev. 23:2

c. The Period to observe them: When ye be come into the land which I give unto you.
Lev. 23:10

d. The Place to observe them: in the place which He shall choose.

Deut. 16:16

e. The Promise to Protect their Property when they went to the Place to observe the Feasts.
Exo. 34:22-24
I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man 
desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year.
2. The Character of the Feasts 

a. They were Holy Convocations – holy convocations, even these are my feasts.
Lev. 23:2
b. They were Holy Days – ye shall have an holy convocation
i. Ye shall do no servile Work therein, i.e. do no regular Work.
Lev. 23:7, NIV
ii. Ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, i.e. come and Worship.
Cf. Lev. 23:37
3. The Change brought about to the Feasts later. 

a. The Feast of Passover was the Lord’s Passover… the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover
Exo. 12:11, 27

But it became the Jews' Passover.

i. The Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Jn. 2:13; 
ii. The Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem.11:55

b. The feasts of the LORD…ye shall proclaim to be… My feasts.

Lev. 23:2

But His people changed them to become their feasts meriting God’s wrath:

i. I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. 
Amos 5:21

ii. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation.

Amos 8:10
iii. Your new moons and your appointed feasts My soul hateth…I am weary to bear them.
Isa 1:14

B. The Lord’s Supper
I Cor. 11:20
Can the Lord’s Supper ever deteriorate into Our Supper/My Supper?

1. It can and it Did with the Corinthian church.


When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper. 
I Cor. 11:20
2. We can also take part in it unworthily, not Discerning the Lord’s Body.
I Cor. 11:28, 29, NRSV
Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against themselves.
Can we eat of the bread and drink of the cup worthily, not Discerning His Body…

a. When we do not Remember and Revere Him at His Supper?

I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
b. When we are not in Right Relationship with other members of the Body?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

Con.  : When ye come together into one place, is this therefore to eat the Lord's Supper?
 
I Cor. 11:20

This is the hour of banquet and of song; This is the heavenly table spread for me;
 Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong The hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee. 

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love.
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I Cor. 11:20-22, 27-30
20
When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper.

21
For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, 

and another is drunken.

22
What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God,


and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this?

I praise you not.
27 
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily,
 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

28
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

29
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 

not discerning the Lord's body.

30
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

1. The Lord’s Supper was abused by the Corinthian saints. They did not Discern the cup to be the blood of Christ and the bread to be His body. They took part of the bread without giving Due consideration to other members of the church.


For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.
I Cor. 11:30, NRSV
In what ways can you take part in the Lord’s Supper unworthily, not discerning the meaning of the bread and the cup? How will you prepare and examine yourself before the Supper to participate in it worthily. And how will you ensure that you continue to do so at the Supper itself? Reflect.
2. Sometimes it may not be Due to the individual’s lack of Discernment, but more in the church’s Decision as a whole to change the “format” of the Lord’s Supper service to the extent that the individual believer has no more occasion or opportunity to remember 

the Lord in the way He told His disciples to. 
23
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

24
 And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, 

which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

25
After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 


till He come.

When ye come together therefore into one place, is this therefore to eat the Lord's Supper?


Reflect.

