170.  Rumination for May 11, 2008
(Special Mother’s Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: A Mother and her child

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Fear not; thou shalt have this son also
Gen. 35:17
The Thots: 
This is a meditation of Mother Rachel and the birth of her Child as applied to Christ.
A. Rachel was with Jacob at Bethel…

1. God Appeared to Jacob to Ask him to go to Bethel to build an Altar unto Him.
Gen. 35:1-3, 6, 7
God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God.
Then Jacob said unto…all that were with him…let us arise, and go up to Bethel.
2. God Affirmed with Jacob the Abrahamic Covenant and Changed his name there.
Gen. 35:9-12-15

God said unto him… thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name:

The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee.

B. Rachel gave Birth – From Bethel Rachel and Jacob went to Ephrath.

When they were still some distance from Ephrath (ancient name for Bethlehem)…
1. Rachel had hard labour and gave birth to a son.
Gen. 35:16, 17
“hard labour” perhaps because 16 or 17 years had elapsed since her first son, Joseph, was born.
2. Rachel had a hard time facing her new-born son:

a. She looked at her son negatively and called his name: Benoni = son of my sorrow.
Gen. 35:18a
b. Her husband looked at him positively and called him: Benjamin = son of (the) right hand.
Gen. 35:18b

C. Rachel died and was Buried on the way to Ephrath. 
Gen. 35:19, 20

1. Rachel, after giving Birth, died and was Buried on the way to Bethlehem.
Gen. 35:19

And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.
2. Jacob set up a Monument in Memory of her on her grave.
Gen. 35:20

And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.


3. Later Benoni/Benjamin grew up to be a Channel of Communication between Joseph and Jacob, their father. 

Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.

And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; 
Gen. 45:12-13
The Lessons as applied to the Christ:

· At Bethel, God said unto [Jacob]… thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: the land which I gave Abraham,,, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee.
Gen. 35:12
Cf. 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 


And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy Seed, which is Christ.
Gal. 3:16
· There was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. Gen. 35:16


Cf. 
The Child Jesus was predicted to be born at Bethlehem Ephratah.
Mic. 5:2 cf. Mt. 2:4, 5
Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 

yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel.
· Rachel travailed, and… had hard labour…the midwife said: Fear not; thou shalt have this son also. Gen. 35:17
Cf. 
He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied:
Isa. 53:11 
· She called his name Benoni = son of my sorrow.
Gen. 35:18

Cf. 
The Child Jesus grew up to be a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
Isa. 53:3

· But his father called him Benjamin = son of (the) right hand.
Gen. 35:18
Cf. 
Jesus would die, be buried and return to His Father to be seated on His right hand.
Heb. 1:3


When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high

· Benjamin later played an important role between his brother, Joseph and his father, Jacob.
Gen. 45:12-13

And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
 that speaketh unto you.  And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt and of all that ye have seen.

Cf. 
Today, Jesus is the Mediator and Communicator between the Father and us.
I Tim. 2:5




For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;


This Lord’s Day, we need to tell the Father all our Lord’s Glory and all that we see in Him, 
Who is the Mediator of the New Covenant in His blood even as we drink the cup:
Heb. 12:24
And to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 

and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. (Rachel?)
Praise for Thine infant martyrs, by Thee with tenderest love Called early from the warfare to share the rest above.
O Rachel! cease thy weeping: they rest from pains and cares. Lord, grant us hearts as guileless and crowns as bright as theirs.

Ho​ra​tio Nel​son,

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R170
1. As a mother who brings up a child, it is normal to notice that there are two sides to the child’s development. Frequently it is easy to pick up the negative aspects of a naughty child’s growth, harps on them and nags the child concerning them. This does not mean that the positive aspects are not there. You just have to look out for them. They are more difficult to find among the many obvious negative ones. But if you search carefully for them you will find them. What do you find in your child? As a mother or a father do you encourage the positive aspects of your child’s development? If you do, how can you do better? If you not, how can you change your own negative attitude towards your child?  

Reflect on this for this week.
2. Sometimes the opposite condition can be true. The mother can be doting on the child so much that she is blind to all or any of the negative aspects of her child’s development. Everything about her child is just superb. There is nothing bad about the child nor any one permitted to say anything negative about him/her. Is this how you bring up your child? Reflect on this for this week.
In the meanwhile for both cases, reflect on the following biblical advice given in Proverbs:

· (22:6)  
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
· (23:13)
Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.

· (29:15)  
The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

· Consider also Heb 12:5-11, NIV. 

5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make 

light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,

6 because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son."

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his 

father?

8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and 

not true sons.

9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much 

more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!

10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good,

 that we may share in His holiness.

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

Consider God’s Complains Concerning Eli’s bringing up of his children:
(1 Sam 2:12 – 17, 29 NRSV)  

12 
Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels; they had no regard for the LORD

17 
Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the LORD; 

for they treated the offerings of the LORD with contempt.

29 
Why then look with greedy eye at My sacrifices and My offerings that I commanded, and honour your sons more than Me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of My people Israel?'

Now Consider the ideal development for a child:

· (1 Sam 2:26)
And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men.

· (Luke 2:52)  
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
