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The Text:  "This cup is the new covenant in My blood.
I Cor. 11:25, NRSV
The Thots: 

Intro.:  
The mention of a new covenant implies the existence of an old.

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. 
Heb. 8:13
A. The Old Covenant – Made with Israel through Moses – For the law was given by Moses.
Jn. 1:17
1. It was Conditional based on Israel’s Obedience.

Exo. 19:5a

IF ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant

2. The Covenant which Israel promised to Obey:

a. The Contents of the Covenant:

i. Israel would be a Peculiar treasure (treasured possession, NRSV) unto Me.
Exo. 19:5

ii. Israel would be unto Me a kingdom of Priests.

Exo. 19:6

iii. Israel would be Proclaimed as an holy nation.
Exo. 19:6
b. Israel’s Confession and Promise to obey the Covenant.
Exo. 24:3


All the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do.

c. The Confirmation by blood:
Exo. 24:6-8
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood
 of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.
3. Thus, the Ten Commandments (the Law) and the Ordinances regarding the Offerings 

and sacrifices were given to Israel to Obey and Observe.

Exo. 20:1-17
a. To break one Precept in the Law was to break all.

Jas 2:10


For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
b. Israel failed to keep their Promise to keep the Law: 

Jn. 7:19


Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law?
c. The Law was not Perfect in that no one could keep it – the law made nothing perfect.
Heb. 7:19; 10:1
For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers
 thereunto perfect.

d. But the one Propitiatory offering of Christ on the cross did:
Heb. 10:14


For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

e. Thus, the Old Covenant was Put aside and a New Covenant took its place.
Heb. 10:9, 10; 8:
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the which will 
we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
In that he saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Heb. 8:13
· But for Israel the New Covenant was suspended because of their Rejection of the Saviour until a future day.

B. The New Covenant
1. For Israel it will be established in the future when they Repent and Receive their Messiah.
 
a. And they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him
Zech. 12:10
b. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with…Israel.
Jer. 31:31
i. Negatively: 
Jer. 31:32

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers… which…they brake.
ii. Positively: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
Jer. 31:33, 34
· I will put my law…in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
· They shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: 
· For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
2. For the Church, it is now already established even as we Remember the Lord today.

a. Jesus is the Mediator of this Covenant.

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling 
Heb. 12:24

b. Jesus is the One we Remember today as we take of the Cup:

This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye…in remembrance of me. 
I Cor. 11:25

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay.
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1. Just as the Lord’s Passover in the Law (Lev. 23:5) was part of the Old Covenant for Israel to observe, so the Lord’s Supper is part of the New Covenant for the Church to do so. 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye,
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. (I Cor. 11:25)
Is the Lord’s Supper given the importance and significance it rightly deserves in the church’s programme of services today whether in regularity or prominence? 
Remember it is a Covenant made in Christ’s own sacrificial blood. Reflect. 

2. How do you personally treat the Lord’s Supper? Do you treat it as the peak of your walk and relationship experience with Him each week as every Lord’s Day (or as often as) you gather together with His people to obey His command to remember Him in the breaking of the bread and drinking of the cup until He comes again? (I Cor. 11:23-27, NRSV)
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when He was betrayed took a loaf of bread,

24  and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."

25  In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

26  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

27  Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord
Do you prepare yourself for the observance of the Lord’s Supper that you may not eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner to be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord? What do you think this solemn warning means? Reflect.
