166.  Rumination for April 13, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: See, Saw, Seen
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The Text:  Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have Believed.
Jn. 20:29
The Thots: 

Intro.:  Four Greek words are used to translate see and its related words in Jn. 20, as follows:

Blepo = to look at; glance; 
Eido = to see, perceive with insight; 
Theoreo = to be a spectator of, i.e. discern, give careful notice; 
Horao = to stare at; discern clearly
A. John and Peter at the Empty Grave of the Lord.
Jn. 20:1-10

The disciples of Jesus went to His grave to see the empty tomb where Jesus had lain.

1. John SAW what was inside, yet went he not in at first.


John arrived at the Entrance of the Grave and Glanced inside but made nothing of it.
And he stooping down, and looking in, saw [blepo] the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in
Jn. 20:5
a. His Glance inside was Casual and superficial – he just looked in 
NIV
b. He saw the linen Clothes on the Ground, but he did not go in to examine.
c. He was waiting for his Chance to Get in, and it came after Peter overtook him.
See #3
2. Peter SAW and Studied what was inside the Sepulchre when he went
Jn. 20: 6, 7
Simon Peter…went into the sepulchre, and seeth [theoreo] the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, 
that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself…. 
a. He Saw but understood not how the grave clothes were undisturbed when Someone had Stolen Jesus’ body.

b. He left unaffected because he was not prepared to accept that Jesus had risen from the dead.

c. As with the other disciples, it could be Said of Peter, that he knew not the Scriptures.
Jn. 20:9
For as yet they knew not the scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

3. John finally Gathered enough courage to Go inside the Grave and SAW what was inside. 
Jn. 20:8 cf. 6, 7
a.  He Studied what Peter Saw, and Discerned what Peter Did not – he saw [eido], and believed
b. He concluded that Jesus must have indeed risen from the dead as He had Said. He Saw…
Cf. Mt. 28:6
i. The Linen clothes Lying on the ground – as if the body had Vanished into thin air!

ii. The Lord’s head napkin wrapped neatly by itself – as if the head had Vapourised.  

iii. The Lord must have Verily risen from the dead as He said – and he believed!
B. Mary Magdalene’s Encounter with the Lord at the Grave.
Jn. 20:11-18
1. Mary was Sad and she remained behind when the other disciples left the grave Site.  
Jn. 20:11

Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping…she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre.

2. Mary looked into the tomb, and SAW [theoreo] two angels in white, Sitting where the body 


of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.
Jn. 20:12f, NRSV

She was still Sorrowful because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.
3. When she turned round, she SAW [theoreo] Jesus Standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
Jn. 20:14
In her Sorrow, she just became a mere Spectator at the Sight of Jesus!
4. However, His familiar voice “Mary!” Reminded her of Him and she Responded “Teacher!”
Jn. 20:16  
From being just a Spectator she was back to becoming His good Student!

5. Mary then went to tell the disciples that she had SEEN [horao] the Lord, and that He had 
Jn. 20:18

Spoken these things unto her – She had become a Spectacular witness to what she Saw!
C. The disciples’ Engaging Meetings with Jesus in the upper room.
Jn. 20:19-29
1. Jesus Showed Himself to them. They Scrutinised Him and SAW that indeed He was the risen Christ. 20:20
He showed unto them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw [eido] the Lord.
2. They told the absent Thomas that they had SEEN the risen Lord, but he wanted to SEE Him himself.  20:25
We have seen[horao] the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see [eido] in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
3. Thomas later SAW Jesus and Believed, but Blessed are those who have not SEEN yet believe.  
20:29
Thomas, because thou hast seen [horao] Me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen [eido], and yet have believed.

We saw Thee not when Thou didst come To this poor world of sin and death;
Nor yet beheld Thy cottage home, In that despisèd Nazareth.
But we believe Thy footsteps trod Its streets and plains, Thou Son of God.

We stood not by the empty tomb, Where late Thy sacred body lay;
Nor sat within that upper room, Nor met Thee on the open way.

But we believe that angels said, “Why seek the living with the dead?”      Anne R. Rich​ter
 REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Unless I see, I will not believe.

This is frequently given as an excuse for not believing in God or in things spiritual.

Is sight such a vital condition to faith that without it, it is impossible to take the step of faith?

Think of the many things that we cannot understand or see and yet we believe in their existence, and even use them for our own benefit and to our advantage.
Reflect on these two maxims of scripture and consider what they mean to you personally: 
a. “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (II Cor. 5:7)

b. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” (Heb. 11:6)
2. "Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts." -- Albert Einstein
a. Matt. 13:15 – For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted.
Is it possible that we purposely choose not to see, not to hear and not to understand? 

Are you in that kind of category? 

Return and Reflect on the Rumination for the day and see if it is possible that you may be… 

A John – 
daring not to take the step of faith because you cannot understand at first?

And yet daring to step out to commit yourself once you see and discern that He is as He said?
A Peter – seeing with your own eyes the evidence of faith and yet refusing to believe?

A Mary Magdalene – 
daring not to see or trust because you are too occupied with yourself and too burdened with your own sorrows?

A Thomas – hearing with your own ears the evidence of faith and yet refusing to believe?
Or to that Blessed group of people of whom the Lord said: 

Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed?
b. Matt. 13:16 – But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.
May this week be a blessed experience of the Lord for you as you walk the walk of faith before Him.

