165.  Rumination for April 06, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.  berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Christ died… was buried, and… rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
I Cor. 15:3, 4
The Thots: 

Intro.:  On April 4, many Remembered and paid their Respects to their Departed Dead. See Reflections below.

Today we Remember the Lord Who died, and unlike all the others, Rose again from the dead. 

But (I) Where was Jesus when He Died and 

(II) What is the Destiny of the Departed Dead?
For (II) see Reflections
(I) Where was Jesus when He Died?

A. Jesus at His Death – When Jesus died…
1. His Spirit was Surrendered unto His Father.
Lk. 23:46

Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." 
When He had said this, He breathed his last.
2. His Body was Buried.

a. He [Joseph] went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus…And when Joseph had taken the body, 

he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb… 
Mt. 27:58-60
b. This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus… and laid it in a sepulchre.
Lk. 23:52, 53
3. His Soul was in Hades – the part known as Paradise.
a. But His Soul was not allowed to Stay there long enough for His body to See corruption.
i. For You will not abandon My soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. Acts 2:27, NRSV

ii. David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did His flesh experience corruption.'
Acts 2:31
b. It was there that He would meet the Criminal on the Cross who Confessed Him.


Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
Lk. 23:43
c. Later, He would Lead all the saints in Paradise to heaven to be Present with Him. 
Eph. 4:8-10
This is why it says: "When He ascended on high, He led captives in his train…”

(What does "He ascended" mean except that He also descended to the lower, earthly regions?

 He who descended is the very One who ascended higher than all the heavens,
 in order to fill the whole universe.)
That where I am, there ye may be also
Cf. Jn. 14:3
B. Jesus after His Death

1. He, in His Resurrected Body, would Rise again and He would Return to Heaven.
a. His Resurrection: He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6
b. His Ascension: And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 

two men… said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 

This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner

 as ye have seen Him go into heaven. 
Acts 1:10, 11
2. And He is Returning again to take His people back to be with Him.
Jn. 14:2, 3

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
 unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

C. Jesus is now Alive.
1. He is Present with His People always.
Mt. 28:20, NIV
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

2. He is Present where His People are gathered:
Mt. 18:20
…where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

3. In the meanwhile we are to Remember Him until He Returns again.
I Cor. 11:24-26
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is 
the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Low in the grave He lay – Jesus, my Saviour! Waiting the coming day – Jesus, my Lord!

Vainly they watch His bed – Jesus, my Saviour! Vainly they seal the dead – Jesus, my Lord!


Death cannot keep his prey – Jesus, my Saviour! He tore the bars away – Jesus, my Lord! 



Ro​bert Low​ry,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.165
The Quing Ming Festival or All Souls Day falls on April 4 each year or April 5 on a leap year. 
It is a day to Remember and Respect one's ancestors (or the Departed Dead) at grave sites 
by burning paper-made earthly resources/luxuries, etc. so as to send them for their ancestors’ use 
to make their lives more comfortable in the nether world.


What does the Bible say concerning…
1. (II) The Destiny of the Departed Dead?
a. When a person dies, his body returns to the dust from which it was made:
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
 for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
Gen. 3:19
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
Eccl. 3:20

b. While the spirit and soul go to be with the Lord (if the person is a believer) 
II Cor. 5:6, 8


Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, 

we are absent from the Lord…

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
c. Until they return with God from heaven to unite with the body in resurrection 

even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.
I Thes. 4:14

and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
I Thes. 4:16
d. To be raptured together with the then living saints to meet Christ in the air 
I Thes. 4:16b, 17

the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
e. and be reunited with the Lord in the Father’s Home above forevermore. 
I Thes. 4:17b

and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 



that where I am, there ye may be also.
cf. Jn. 14:3
f. On the other hand, if the person is an unbeliever, he goes to Hades…
Lk. 16:22b, 23a The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented…
g. To await future judgment at the Great White Throne when he would be sent to Hell.
Rev. 20:15

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Con.:  Watch and Pray and be ye Ready.
Mk. 13:33-37

Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
How does the above account of the destiny of the departed dead challenge you to your responsibility to your living unbelieving kith and kin? Reflect on this this week.
2. If you are a believer from an unbelieving family, what is your stand, and how would you react, when asked to go to the grave on All Souls Day to pay your respects to your ancestors?
Reflect.

