163A.  Rumination for March 23 [Easter Sunday], 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
He is not here: for He is Risen!
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Matt. 28:6
The Thots: 

Intro.:  Today makes the Remembrance of the Lord special as even the Christian world is conscious of it.



For us, let this be a fresh Reminder of His death, burial and Resurrection in a meaningful way today.

A. A Proclamation of Verity – He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6a
1. Negatively, He is not here. But how could it be? Three questions arise?
a. Was NOT He crucified? – And they crucified Him,
Mt. 27:35 cf.26:2


b. Had NOT He actually died? – Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed His last.
Mt. 27:50  NRSV

c. Was NOT He even “mummified” and buried “here”.
Mt. 27:59


When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb.

2. Positively, He is risen.
a. Death could not hold Him! – it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.
Acts 2:24, NIV
b. God would not allow His Son’s body to see corruption.
Acts 2:27

Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.

c. The Lord Himself is the Resurrection – Jesus said…I am the resurrection, and the life: 
Jn. 11:25
Therefore doth my Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.
Jn. 10: 17, 18
No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father.
3. Affirmatively, as He said.
a. It was as the Scriptures had said.
I Cor. 15:3, 4

How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
b. It was as the Saviour had said.
Mt. 16:21

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things … and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

B. An Invitation to Verify – Come see the place where the Lord lay.
1. The place was a Sepulchre.

a. Then, it was Shut up by a Stone – Joseph rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre. Mk. 27:60
b. Then, it had been Sealed – So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone.
Mt. 27:66
c. Then, it was guarded by Soldiers – They…made the tomb secure by…posting the guard.
Mt. 27:66, NIV
d. Then, the women Saw Him buried there.
Mt. 27:61

And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.

2. What did they See in the empty tomb? – Come see…
a. John Saw (Gk. blepo = glanced) the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.
Jn. 20:5
b. Peter Saw (Gk. theoreo = discerned) the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about His head, 


not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.
Jn. 6, 7
i. The Clothes just Collapsed flat and remained where they were.
ii. The head Napkin was in its Normal position.

iii. The Son of God’s Spirit returned and the body resurrected! He is Alive!
 Rom. 1:4, NIV

Who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God
 by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

3. Yes the Sepulchre was empty!

a. The other disciple (John) Saw (Gk. eido = perceived with insight)
cf. #2a,b above

and he believed that Jesus had indeed risen.
Jn. 20:8b

Then went in also that other disciple which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

b. The other disciples heard but could not believe that Jesus had indeed risen.
Jn. 20:9


For as yet they knew not the scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.
c. Thomas heard but would not believe unless he saw Jesus in Person.
Jn. 20:25

He said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger
 into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

d. Today, we do not see Him, but do we believe?
Jn. 20:29

Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.


This special Easter Sunday, will the emblems take on a special meaning and challenge us to believe?

He is risen and He is here!
Behold the stone is rolled away! And shining ones have come to say:

“He is not here, but is risen! He is not here, but is risen!”
 Dan​i​el W. Whit​tle
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R163A
1. Christianity Today in its March 17, 2008 Edition on Reflections: Death and Resurrection 

records the following…

CHRIST'S DEATH doesn't replace our death. It enacts it, [the apostle Paul] suggested. That's what theologians call inclusive substitution. Because one has died, all have died. As a substitute, he is not a third party. His death is inclusive of all. … What happened to him happened to us. When he was condemned, we were condemned. When he died, we died. We were included in his death. 
Miroslav Volf, Free of Charge.
FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT the resurrection is an ultimate, eschatological event of overwhelming joy for which God is responsible. It is therefore an event than which none better or greater could be conceived. … God acts; Jesus appears; the disciples are transformed. 
David Ford, Self and Salvation
[Word in bold are mine.]

What does the Death and Resurrection of Christ mean to you as you reflect on this aspect of His life this Easter season? He died and He rose again! Have you died and have you risen?


For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Rom. 6:10-24

2. For many of us, we testified to His death and resurrection in our baptism – that we too are dead and risen with Him. Are you living up to your public confession in your baptism?

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him.
Rom. 6:4-9


Consider Paul’s Testimony:

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20


