162.  Rumination for March 16, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Seeing God
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The Text:  Thou canst not see My face: for there shall no man see Me, and live.
Exo. 33:20
The Thots: 

Intro.:  Moses wanted to see God - And he (Moses) said, I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory.
Exo. 33:18
A. The Glory of God.

1. Did Moses mean Seeing God face to face?
In reply, God said, Thou canst not see My face: for there shall no man see Me, and live.
Exo. 33:20
a. Ct. Jacob called …the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. 
Gen. 32:30

b. Ct. Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God.

Jud. 13:22
c. Ct. Isaiah said: Woe is me! … for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
Isa. 6:5


2. But Moses had Spoken to God face to face.


And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.

Exo. 33:11

a. Not necessarily literally, but figuratively as a man speaks with his friend.

(NIV)
b. That is, clearly and openly: 

Num. 12:8

With him I speak face to face-- clearly, not in riddles; and he beholds the form of the LORD.
NRSV

With him will I speak mouth to mouth even apparently, and not in dark speeches.

KJV

c. Very probably, only God’s voice was heard.

Deut. 4:12 cf. 15

The LORD spoke to you…you heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice.
Definitely not the form of His essence, as Christ Who was in the form of God.

Phil. 2:6
d. However, anthropomorphically God graciously allowed “His back” to be seen.

Exo. 33:22, 23

The LORD said…while My Glory passeth by… [I] will cover thee with My hand while I pass by: 

And I will take away Mine hand, and thou shalt see My back parts: but My face shall not be seen.
e. Historically and factually, No man hath seen God at any time.

Jn. 1:18; 4:12
B. The Graciousness of God and His “Godliness” in Christ.
1. Still, the Lord was Gracious to Moses and showed Him His Glory.
Exo. 33:17, 19, 22, 23
And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: 

 
for thou hast found Grace in my sight, and I know thee by name…and will be gracious…
while My Glory passeth by… and thou shalt see My back parts: but My face shall not be seen.
2. The Lord is also Gracious to us and has shown us His Glory:

Jn. 1:16, 14


Of his fulness have all we received, and Grace for grace… 




(and we beheld His Glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father)

a. God Resided in Christ – God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself

II Cor. 5:19

Cf.  For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  


Col. 2:9
b. God Revealed Himself in Christ – No man hath seen God at any time; 

Jn. 1:18

the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.

c. And Christ Reconciled us to God – God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. II Cor. 5:19
d. Now we can Recognise and see God – Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Mt. 5:8

e. Though Restrained, we can still see the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, 

[and be] transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.

II Cor. 3:18, NRSV
f. Until ultimately Rejoicing in heaven we shall see His face.

Rev. 22:3, 4

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

And His servants shall serve Him: And they shall see His face.


Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 


But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 


for we shall see Him as He is. 

I Jn. 3:2, 3

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.


Because Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Mt. 5:8

3. In the meanwhile, until we Go home to be with Him and see Him face to face,

Let us by the eyes of Faith see Him and Remember Him in the Symbols Spread before us:
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.
This is the hour of banquet and of song; This is the heavenly table spread for me;
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong The hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee.

Ho​ra​ti​us Bo​nar

C. Reflections for the Week
R162
1. After the resurrected Jesus had appeared to His disciples in the absence of Thomas, 

they told him: We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
A week later, the risen Christ again appeared to His disciples in the presence of Thomas, and invited him to test his doubts and verify what his friends had told him a week earlier. Jesus said: Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, 

and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
Thomas was stunned at the sight of the risen Jesus. 

He could only utter: My Lord and my God.
The reply that Jesus gave to Thomas would not only be to his blessing, 
but to all that would come on the scene generations later. 

The Lord said: Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Reflect on this amazing blessing of the Lord which is ours today, 

Let us see Him by the eyes of faith this week and the days thereafter. 

Let us experience His presence with us: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Mt. 28:20

2. Today, many still utter the words of doubting Thomas.
· The agnostic says: Prove to me there is a God.
· The unbeliever says: Let me see God and I will believe.

· The doubting believer says: 

Unless He frees me from my predicament, I will still doubt Him.

Today what do you say to yourself, 

to others, 

and even to Him 

of Him Whom you cannot see?  



Reflect!






