161.  Rumination for March 09, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
It is Finished...Abolished
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The Text: Jesus…said, It is finished: and He bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30

The Thots: 

A. It is Finished
Jn. 19:30

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is finished.
1. The Debt of Sin was fully Paid.
“It is finished” is translated from one Greek word “telelestai” = paid in full.
See Rumination for Feb.17
2. The Deed to Save us was fully Perfected.

Heb. 1:3b

When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high

a. He fully Declared the Love of God.

Rom. 5:8


God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

b. He fully brought the Downfall of Satan who fell as Lightning from heaven.

Lk. 10:18


And He said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
c. He fully Defeated death and Lived again, never more to die.

I Cor. 15:54b, 55


Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

Cf. I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.

Rev. 1:18
d. He fully Destroyed Death and can now bring forth Life and immortality to Light.
II Tim. 1:10


But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

e. He can now fully translate us from Darkness into Light.

I Pet. 2:9
[Jesus] hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 


B. It is Abolished

Heb.  chathath =  to break down, either (lit.) by violence, or (fig.) by confusion and fear:--abolish.
Strong
1. What Cannot be Abolished by any means – 
Isa. 51:6b

My salvation shall be for ever, and My righteousness shall not be abolished.

a. God’s Salvation will last Forever.
NIV

b. God’s Righteousness will never Fail.
NIV
2. What was Completely Abolished.

a. The Glory of the Old Covenant was abolished in Christ. It has no more claim on us.
II Cor. 3:13, 14

NT: katargeo = lit. or fig.:--abolish, cease… do away, become (make) of no (none, without) effect, 


fail, loose, bring (come) to nought, put away (down), vanish away, make void.

· We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it 
while the radiance[glory, NRSV]  was fading away [abolished, AV]. But their minds were made dull,
 for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read.
 It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away.
b. The Law of Commandments separating Jews from Gentiles was abolished in Christ.
Eph. 2:14-17
· But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; … came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

Those Near (the Jews) and those Afar Off (the Gentiles) are now made one in Christ.

Ct. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles.
I Cor. 12:13
c. Israel’s Idolatrous “Creations” will be abolished – your works may be abolished.
Eze. 6:6 cf. NIV

OT. Machah = to erase…abolish, blot out, destroy…utterly, wipe (away, out).

· Wherever you live, the towns will be laid waste and the high places demolished, so that your altars will be laid waste and devastated, your idols smashed and ruined, your incense altars broken down, and what you have made wiped out.
Conclusion: 
A Man, of God begotten, Brought in the age of grace;
Lo, all the earth is radiant With light, and hope, and peace.
Our prison He demolished, Death’s power He abolished,
           
 And opened Heaven’s gate.
Am​brose of Mi​lan
 

Lifted up was He to die; “It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in Heav’n exalted high. Hallelujah! What a Savior!

When He comes, our glorious King, All His ransomed home to bring,

Then anew His song we’ll sing: Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Phil​ip P. Bliss
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R161

1. “It is finished” was Christ’s triumphant cry. He had finished what He came to do for us.
“It is abolished” is the victorious cry of those who are in Christ. We need not have to live any more under the law and commandments contained in ordinances which we have no hope to fulfil.
Now read Rom. 8:1-8, 12-18 and reflect on the implications of the above two cries by relating them to the personal challenges of what you ought to be from now onwards.
“It is abolished”… (Rom. 8:1-12)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
“It is finished”… (Rom. 8:12-18)
12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

2. The old covenant and the commandments contained in ordinances are now abolished in Christ Jesus.
In their place the Lord gives us a new commandment:
(John 13:34 KJV)  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 

as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
(John 13:35 KJV)  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,

 if ye have love one to another.

Reflect on how you are keeping this new commandment.
