160.  Rumination for March 2, 2008
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The Theme:
A Lamb…The Lamb…Your Lamb.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  a lamb for an house…make your count for the lamb…Your lamb shall be without blemish.
Exo. 12:3-5
The Thots: 

A. A Lamb – the Propitiating Lamb 
Exo. 12:3


…Take…every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house.

1. The Ruling: it was a Sin Sacrifice – bring a lamb for a sin offering
Lev. 4:32

2. The Requirement: it was to be Spotless taken from the Sheep –
Exo. 12:5

 Your lamb shall be without blemish…ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:

3. The Redemption: Its blood was to be Shed and put on the two Side- and upper doorposts – 
Exo. 12:6, 7
The whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses. 

4. The Replacement: the lamb was a Substitute for the Sinner.
Lev. 5:7
If he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.

5. The Result: The Sight of the blood would make the Lord pass over and not Smite them.
Exo. 12:13
When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you
· A Lamb was needed to be Sacrificed and its blood Shed to bring redemption to the people of Israel.
– Without shedding of blood is no remission (no forgiveness of sins, NRSV)
Heb. 9:22b
B. the Lamb – The Passover Lamb 
Exo. 12:4b

Every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.

1. The Lamb was the Lord’s Passover:

a. Ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover.
Exo. 12:11
b. Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter the passover lamb.
Exo. 12:21, NRSV
c. It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover.
Exo.12:27 
2. The Lamb in Picture (as Type):
a. The Lamb Selected on the tenth day.
Exo. 12:3

In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb.

b. The Lamb examined for any Spot or blemish from the tenth to the fourteenth day.
Exo. 12:6a

Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month:

c. The Lamb Slain and Sacrificed on the fourteenth day.
Exo. 12:6

Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day… and the whole assembly…shall kill it in the evening.
3. 
The Lamb in Prophecy (as Antitype): For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7

a. The Lamb Selected on the tenth day – the Lord Proclaimed for Public Ministry.
i. The Father’s Public Declaration: This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased. Matt. 3:17

ii. The Forerunner’s Public Proclamation:
Jn. 1:29


John seeth Jesus…saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

b. The Lamb Scrutinised from tenth to fourteenth day – the Lord Perfect in His Public Ministry.
i. The officers answered, Never man spake like this Man.
Jn. 7:46
ii. Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this Man.
Lk. 23:4
iii. The thief on the cross said: this Man hath done nothing amiss.
Lk. 23:40, 41
iv. The centurion…saw [and]… feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 
Mt. 27:54
c. The Lamb Slain and Sacrificed on the fourteenth day – The Lord crucified at Passover.
Jn. 19:14

It was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour [6.00a.m.] … 

[Pilate] saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! ...it was about the sixth hour [12 noon]… 

until the ninth hour [3.00p.m.] …when Jesus…cried…Father, into Thy hands I commend 

My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.

Lk. 23:44-46
C. your Lamb  – The Personal Lamb 
1. As A Lamb, Jesus made Propitiation for our Sins.
2. As THE Lamb, Jesus was our Passover Sacrificed for us.

3. As YOUR Lamb, Jesus is our Personal Slain and Sovereign Lamb on the throne.

a. In the midst of the throne and… of the elders, Stood a Lamb as it had been slain.
Rev. 5:6
b. Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that Sitteth upon the throne, 

and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Rev. 5:13
Worthy is the Lamb, the hosts of Heaven sing, As before the throne, they make His praises ring; 


Worthy is the Lamb, the book to open wide, Worthy is the lamb, Who once was crucified. 
 George Hugg
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R160
1. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth: 
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.
Isa. 53:6, 7
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps: 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth:

Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously:

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye were healed.

For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
I Pet. 2:21-25

It was predicted that in the face of opposition, affliction and persecution He would not open His mouth in defense or even in defiance, thus, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not.
When Jesus was alive He also taught His disciples: But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.  (Mt. 5:44)

In this He set an example to us. Are we following in His footsteps?

2. There is still another case where our Lord set an example that we might follow:
For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (Jn. 13:15)
The example He set was: If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; 
ye also ought to wash one another's feet.
We need not have to follow this literally, but certainly we need to practise the example in principle, and demonstrate humility in service. There is no status so high that it cannot stoop to serve one another. Reflect on this and seek an opportunity to practise this week.
