158.  Rumination for Feb. 17, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
It is Finished
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The Text:  Jesus… said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Jn. 19:30, NIV
The Thots: 

A. It is Finished – Jesus said, "It is finished."
Jn. 19:30a, NIV
1. Man’s debt of Sin was Cancelled fully.  
a. The Scriptural text: “It is finished” is translated from one Greek word “telelestai” = paid in full.
b. The Historical text: 
i. As a Cancelled Roman tax form, because fully paid.

Papyri receipts for taxes have been recovered with the word tetelestai written across them.
ii. As a “Certificate of debt” blotted out, because fully paid.
Col. 2:14, NASB
having cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us…He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
· The Law was like a handwritten “certificate of debt”. It was nailed to the cross 


for public display to demonstrate that the Lord had paid the debt in full by His death.
2. The Lord’s Mission to Save was Completed fully – Jesus said, "It is finished."
Jn. 19:30, NIV
a. He had bruised the Serpent’s Head though in doing so His Heel would be bruised.
Gen 3:15
b. He was the Good Shepherd laying down His life for the Sheep.
Jn. 10:17

i. He Accomplished what God sent Him to do.
Rom. 5:8


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

ii. He Achieved what He came to do.
Heb. 10:7

Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do thy will, O God.

B. He bowed His head –  With that, He bowed His head
Jn. 19:30b, NIV
1. He Reclined His head. [“bowed” is (Gk) klino = reclined]
Strong
2. He Rested His head as He would on a pillow to sleep with face upwards.
As in Mt. 8:20

Cf. 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 
cf. Lk. 9:59


but the Son of man hath not where to lay [Gk. klino] his head.
a. The Son of man was Satisfied with His accomplishment – He could now Recline His head to Rest.
i. In life, He had no where to lay His head, because My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Jn. 5:17
ii. But in death, He had found a place to rest His head, because He had finished His work.
b. He was not bowed Down in Defeat, but He was facing upwards in His victory – It is finished!


Later He would cry out again: O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
 I Cor. 15:55

C. and gave up His spirit.
Jn. 19:30c
1. He Surrendered His Spirit – He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.


a. He Delivered up His Spirit, i.e. He Himself committed His Spirit to His Father.


Gave up the ghost (Gk. paredoken, lit. = delivered up) only used of the Lord.

Ct. #2 below


b. Only He had power to lay Down His life and to take it up again.
Jn. 10:18

No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 



and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father.

2. Yet He Died the Death of Man.
Lk. 23:46 Mk. 15:37¸39 When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: 


and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.


gave up the ghost (Gk. ekpneo or ekpsucho = to expire), thus, to breathe out and to die –

the common word used for the death of man as in other occurrences of gave up/yielded up the ghost.


Cf. Acts 5:5, 10; 12:23


In this Seventh and last Saying on the cross, Jesus as Man actually died as other men would. 

 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.

II Cor. 15:3

Con.: In one aspect, our Sovereign Lord could not die, hence, He Himself Delivered up His Spirit.


  In another aspect, our Lord actually breathed His last and Died as Substitute to bear away our sins.

His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,


that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.

I Pet. 2:24

Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He;
“Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Lifted up was He to die; “It is finished!” was His cry;

Now in Heav’n exalted high. Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Phil​ip P. Bliss,

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. When Jesus was on the cross, just about His last utterance was, “It is finished.” 

A commentator said that our Lord cried out “It is finished” and not “I am finished.” 


What is the difference?


Today there are some who say, “I am finished with Jesus!”  What do they mean and why do they say that?  
What are the causes that could have prompted them to say this? Reflect. 

2. Because our Lord had finished His the work He came to do… 

cf. Jn. 5:17
· There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.
Rom. 8:1
· Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; 

and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
Gal. 4:7
· Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, 


and of the household of God.
Eph. 2:19


· That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro…


but… may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.
Eph. 4:15
· For I will be merciful… and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 
Heb. 8:12; 10:17
The above are just some of the results of His finished work. How do they affect you? 

Reflect on these wonderful things you have inherited because our Lord had finished His work.

Rejoice and sing Hallelujah! What a Savior!
