157.  Rumination for Feb. 10, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
What Think Ye of Christ?
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The Text:  Jesus… asked his disciples…Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
Mt. 16:13
The Thots: 

A. What people thought of Jesus – 
Mt. 16:13

Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? – Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias
1. The Prediction that John Baptist and Elijah would come:
Mal.3:1; 4:4

a. Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me:

b. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
2. The Anticipation that John the Baptist was Elijah.



They asked him [John], What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. 
Jn. 1:21


He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness… as said the prophet Esaias.
Jn. 1:23
a. Jesus Affirmed that John would be His Messenger and Forerunner:
Mt. 11:7, 10

Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John… this is he, of whom it is written, 

Behold, I send My messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
b. The Angel of the Lord predicted that John would come in the spirit of Elijah at his birth.
Lk. 1:13, 17
thou shalt call his name John…and he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias
· Jesus was greater than John who was only his forerunner preparing the way for Him.
B. What the Pharisees thought of Jesus – 
Mt. 22:42-46

What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David.

1. Jesus’ Personal Question: What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David.


2. Jesus’ Perplexing Question: How could Jesus be David’s Son, when he called Him Lord?
3. The Paradox Posed: How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord,

 Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
If David then call him Lord, how is He His son?


· Jesus was greater than David.
C. What the High Priests and others thought of Jesus –
Mt. 26:66

What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.
1. But Pilate found Him not Guilty.

a. Pilate said unto the Confronting Jews: I find in Him no fault at all.
Jn. 18:38

b. Pilate said unto the Crowd: I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:4
c. Pilate said to the Chief Priests: I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:6
2. And even Herod found Him not Guilty
Lk. 23:15
No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto Him.


· Jesus was not Guilty – He was the innocent Lamb Led to the slaughter.
Isa. 53:7

D. What Peter thought of Him –
Mt. 16:15
1. The Question Jesus Asked – But whom say ye that I am?
a. It was Pertinent – Never mind what others say, But whom say ye that I am?

b. It was Professional – What, How and Who do you Profess? – But whom say ye that I am?

c. It was Put to all at first – But whom say ye [plural] that I am?

d. It was Personal – What did they personally think of Him? But whom say ye that I am?
2. The Declaration Peter Asserted – Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God!

Mt. 16:16
3. The Confession Jesus Affirmed:

a. Peter had Received a fresh Revelation.

Mt. 16:17

b. Peter then received a new Commission based on his Confession.

Mt. 16:18, 19 
4. The Prediction Jesus Attested to of His coming trial, death and resurrection.

Mt. 16:20
Today we gather to remember Him, His death, burial, resurrection and return as He commanded us to. 
What are we thinking? What are our thoughts of Him?

Jesus, the very thought of Thee With sweetness fills the breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see, And in Thy presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, Nor can the memory find
A sweeter sound than Thy blest Name, O Savior of mankind!
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1. Joseph’s request to Pharaoh’s chief butler when his dream would be fulfilled and he would be released was:
Tthink on me when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house (Gen. 40:14)… Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. (Gen. 40:23). 

Is it possible that when we come to the Lord’s Supper with the purpose to remember Him (to think on Him, to make mention of Him as He commanded), that we can forget Him and think on things other than Him? 
What was your experience last Lord’s Day at the Lord’s Supper? Reflect.

2. What think ye…?
In today’s world, one of the most difficult things to do in life is to keep one’s thoughts pure. 

If one is able to do this, one’s life will be pure. 

Paul gives us a list of things to occupy our minds with or for us to think on:
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report;
 if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
Phil. 4:8
Paul went on to exhort Timothy to keep thyself pure.
1 Tim 5:22
In the Choice Gleanings Calendar for 5 February 2008, Arnot P. McIntee records this story in his meditation for the day:

He is a fine Christian friend and a skilled computer technician. However, he recently told me he now declines to service computers because of the pornography he has seen on so many hard drives. He refuses to be polluted with that moral filth. If we are going to live pure, clean and holy lives for God, our minds and our hard drives must be kept clean. There can be no room for soul-destroying pornography. As Paul said to young Timothy, “Keep thyself pure,” and we might also add, your computer too.

Reflect on what your mind thinks and what your hard drive stores for this week.

