156.  Rumination for Feb. 03, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
When Jesus breathed His last…
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed His last.
Mt. 27:50, NRSV
The Thots: 

Intro.: 
When Jesus breathed His last, three things opened:

A. The Veil in the Temple was rent open.
Mt. 27:51

Behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.

1. The veil Stopped Approach into God’s presence.
Heb. 9:8
The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest.

2. The veil rent was a Supernatural Act of God – from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:51

The veil was rent from top to bottom, and not the other way round.

3. The veil opened Secured Access into God’s presence.
Heb. 10:20
By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;

B. The Graves were opened.
Mt. 27:52

1. Bodies of sleeping saints were Raised.
Mt. 27:52b

The graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.

2. But they Remained in the grave; they only came out of the graves after His resurrection. 
Mt. 27:53a

3. This was so in order that Jesus might be the Firstfruits of the Resurrection.
I Cor. 15:20, 23



But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept.

But every man in his own order: Christ the Firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.
C. The Earth was opened.

1. The Earth opened up when Jesus Respired His last on the Cross.
Mt. 27:50-54

Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed His last.
Mt. 27:50, NRSV
a. The Earth opened – And the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.
Mt. 27:51
b. Some graves were Emptied – the graves were opened…many…saints which slept arose. 
Mt. 27:52

c. The Eyes of the centurion and others were also opened!  
Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, 
saw the earthquake… they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
Mt. 27:54
2. The Earth opened up when Jesus Rose again.
Mt. 28:2


Behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
a. Earlier they had made the Sepulchre Sure, Sealing the Stone, and Setting a watch [Soldiers]  Mt. 27:66
b. The Sepulchre was opened not to let the Saviour out, but to let the witnesses in!
Mt. 28:5, 6

The angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

3. The Earth will open up again when Jesus Returns.
Zech. 14:4, 5
a. His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives… and there shall be a very great valley…

And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains…like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee.
 
b. Cp. There were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, 

such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.
Rev. 16:18
Application: In the meanwhile…
Saints should open their Mouths to Praise the Lord, if not the Stones will:
Lk. 19:37-40

When He was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;

Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.

And He answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace,…
Lk. 19:40
1. The Stones would immediately cry out.
2. Therefore we Saints should not Silent be.
3. All should proclaim the Saviour’s praise as we remember and acclaim His Name!
An earthquake hath the cavern shook, And burst the door, and rent the rock;
The Lord hath sent His angel down, And he hath rolled away the stone.

Go tell the followers of your Lord Their Jesus is to life restored;

He lives, that they His life may find; He lives, to quicken all mankind.
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK
R156
1. The following statistical earthquake frequency chart is taken from 

http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/eqlists/eqstats.html
Frequency of Occurrence of Earthquakes

	Magnitude
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	8.0 to 9.9
	1
	1
	0
	1
	2
	1
	2
	4
	0

	7.0 to 7.9
	14
	15
	13
	14
	14
	10
	9
	14
	0

	6.0 to 6.9
	158
	126
	130
	140
	141
	140
	142
	173
	13

	5.0 to 5.9
	1345
	1243
	1218
	1203
	1515
	1693
	1712
	1870
	67

	4.0 to 4.9
	8045
	8084
	8584
	8462
	10888
	13917
	12838
	12237
	231

	3.0 to 3.9
	4784
	6151
	7005
	7624
	7932
	9191
	9990
	9768
	89

	2.0 to 2.9
	3758
	4162
	6419
	7727
	6316
	4636
	4027
	3754
	49

	1.0 to 1.9
	1026
	944
	1137
	2506
	1344
	26
	18
	41
	0

	0.1 to 0.9
	5
	1
	10
	134
	103
	0
	2
	2
	0

	No Magnitude
	3120
	2938
	2937
	3609
	2939
	864
	828
	1809
	14

	Total
	22256
	23665
	27453
	31419
	31194
	30478
	*29568
	*29492
	*463

	Estimated Deaths
	231
	21357
	1685
	33819
	228802
	82364
	6605
	712
	2


* As of 29 January 2008
Study the above chart carefully. Do you think that the frequency of earthquakes in the world over the years is on the rise?

Then study Matt. 24:3b – 

Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, 



and of the end of the world?

In reply to His disciples’ questions, the Lord said in Matt. 24:7, 8 – 

… nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.
These are some of the signs of the last days, and “earthquakes” are among them.

Do you think we are living in the last days and Jesus is coming soon?  If so, reflect on …

what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?
2 Pet. 3:11
2. Study the above text in Matt. 24:7 and 8 again.

Study the other given signs of the Lord’s coming and of the end of the world.

Do you think these other signs further confirm the imminence of the Lord’s coming? 


Consider these signs and relate them to what is happening in the world today. 


Do you see any relevance of these signs now? If so, reflect on the challenges they hold for you.

