155.  Rumination for Jan. 27, 2008
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The Theme:
THE Curse and THE Blessing
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law … 
Gal. 3:13, 14

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ
The Thots: 

A. The Curse of the Law.
Gal. 3:13
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:
 for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

1. The Curse on Creation.

a. The Serpent Cursed – God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 

Gen. 3:14

thou art cursed…upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life.
b. The Soil (Earth) Cursed – cursed is the ground for thy sake.

Gen. 3:17
c. Sorrow to accompany Childbirth and Creation Suffering in tandem –
i. Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception;
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children.

Gen. 3:16
ii. The whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth…

Rom. 8:22, NIV
2. The Curses for disobeying the Lord’s Commandments:

Deu. 28:15-19-68
a. If thou wilt not hearken… to do all His commandments…all these curses shall come upon thee

b. If a man have committed a sin worthy of death…and thou hang him on a tree…thou shalt

…bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God) 

Deu. 21:22, 23
3. The Curse falling on Christ.

Gal. 3:13
a. Christ… [was] made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.
b. [Christ] His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…by whose stripes ye were healed.

B. The Blessing of Abraham.
Gal. 3:13, 14
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us…

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
1. The Blessing of Abraham – Promised to all Nations
Gen. 12:2, 3; 22:17
I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed 
Gen. 22:17

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed 

as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore.
a. Promised to Abraham’s Terrestrial Seed – the sand which is upon the sea shore
Gen. 22:17c
i. Confirmed through a name Change:
Gen. 17:5

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee.

ii. Confirmed through Circumcision.
Gen. 17:10, 11
This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; 
Every man child among you shall be circumcised… it shall be a… covenant betwixt me and you.
iii. Communicated through the Channel of Faith
Rom. 4:13

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
b. Participated by Abraham’s Celestial Seed - thy seed as the stars of the heaven.
Gen. 22:17b
That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
2. The Blessing on Abram by Melchizedek.
Gen. 14:18-20
Melchizedek…brought forth bread and wine:…And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God… And he [Abram] gave him [Melchizedek] tithes of all.
Today as our Lord, High Priest after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7:17), brings out the bread and wine to Refresh us and to help us Remember Him, let us in turn bless His Name, and pay our “tithes” due unto Him that He may Receive all Praise and Glory to His Name.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found.
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Isaac Watts

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R154

1. (1 Pet 2:24 KJV)  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
Jesus was not hanged on a tree; He was crucified on the Cross at Calvary. 

The NRSV translates it as:   He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
The NIV translates it as: He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

Strong defines xulon, (used in I Pet. 2:24) as timber (as fuel or material); by impl. a stick, club or tree or other wooden article or substance:--staff, stocks, tree, wood.
For cross (in Cor. 1:17, 18), there is another word which is translated as such.

Strong defines stauros, as a stake or post (as set upright), i.e. (spec.) a pole or cross (as an instrument of capital punishment); fig. exposure to death, i.e. self-denial; by impl. the atonement of Christ:--cross. (Cf. I Cor. 1:17, 18)

Why do you think Peter referred to Jesus’ death as death on the tree instead of on the cross? Reflect.

2. What do you understand by Paul’s categorical statement:

The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. (I Cor. 1:18)
In what way is the Cross, the place of Christ’s Death and seeming Defeat, the Power of God?

