154.  Rumination for 20 Jan. 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Five Heavenly Hymns in Rev. 4, 5
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
the four beasts… rest not day and night, saying
Rev. 4:8, KJV


the four living creatures… Day and night without ceasing they sing…
Rev. 4:8, NRSV
Note:  Beasts and saying in KJV are translated living creatures and singing in NRSV.

The Thots: 

Intro.: Five glorious hymns are sung by the heavenly hosts in Worship of the Lamb that sits on the throne.


The theme of the hymns is Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.
A. Hymn No. 1
Rev. 4:8, NRSV
1. Sung by the Choir in Heaven – the four living creatures
Cf. Eze. 1:5ff
a. Their Description: each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside
b. Their Occupation: Day and night without ceasing they sing
2. The Contents of their Hymn: "Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come"

3. The Comparison with the seraphim in Isaiah’s vision:
Isa. 6:2, 3, 5-7
Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings…And one cried unto another, 
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
This first hymn of worship establishes the Holiness of the Triune God – holy, holy, holy
Coming into the presence of our Lord to worship, we need to be Conscious of His Holiness.
a. As with Isaiah, we should first realise our unworthiness: 

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips… 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts

b. As with Isaiah, we should be conscious we are only made worthy to worship ‘cos of the coal from the altar:
Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

B. Hymn No. 2
Rev. 4:10, 11, NRSV
1. Sung by the Church in Heaven: the twenty-four elders
a. Their Appearance and identification: OT saints? The Church? OT saints and the Church?

b. Their Adoration: fall before the One…seated on the throne and worship the One who lives forever and ever.
c. Their Action : they cast their crowns before the throne
2. The Contents of their Hymn – a three-fold ascription of praise:
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, 
and by Your will they existed and were created."
C. Hymn No. 3
Rev. 5:8-10
1. Sung by the Combined Choir: the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
Rev. 5:8, NRSV
2. The New Chorus – They sing a new song: “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain”
3. The Composition of the Choristers – 

"… and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation"
D. Hymn No. 4
Rev. 5:11, NRSV
1. Sung by the Countless Company in Heaven Comprising many angels surrounding the throne

 and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands.
2. Singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain…” 
Rev. 5:12, KJV
3. Their Seven-fold Ascription of praise: “to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
E. Hymn No. 5
Rev. 5:13, NRSV
1. All Creation in the Cosmos join in the singing:


every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
2. The Crescendo of the Chorus "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"
3. Let the Church below also Connect with this glorious throng in heaven and ascribe to Him this universal four-fold glory due to Him this Lord’s Day as we Remember and Revere Him.

Join all the glorious names Of wisdom, love, and power,
That ever mortals knew, That angels ever bore:
All are too mean to speak His worth, Too poor to set my Savior forth.

Isaac Watts
1. REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK
R154
2. In Christianity Today (January 2008 posted 14 Jan.) there is an article by Russ Breimeier under the title “The Gettys set traditional lyrics against pop backdrop”, an extract of which is reproduced below:
Keith and Kristyn Getty (alongside cowriter and fellow worship leader Stuart Townend) are at the forefront of the current hymn revival. Traditional and contemporary congregations alike have embraced their 2001 anthem "In Christ Alone." There's more where that came from—hence their 11-song debut album, In Christ Alone (Gettymusic).

Good hymns require strong melodies and theologically rich lyrics. The Gettys have both going for them on this album. Songs like "There Is a Higher Throne" and "Jesus Draw Me Ever Nearer" are simple enough for corporate worship and can be adapted to various worship styles, whether the singing is led by an organ or praise band. The poetic lyrics carry layers of meaning, as seen in the prayerful "Speak, O Lord":

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity.
Many songs, such as "Across the Lands," have a biblically broad scope as they reflect on all that God has accomplished through Creation, Incarnation, Crucifixion, and Resurrection:

You're the Author of creation;
You're the Lord of every man;
And Your cry of love rings out
across the lands.
But while a sameness of melody may ease corporate singing, it doesn't always make for an exciting listening experience; many songs on the album are stuck in the same inspirational pop sound. This hurts "The Power of the Cross," which feels too light for its reflective, somber Good Friday text ("Tried by sinful men, / Torn and beaten, then / Nailed to a cross of wood"). And while the Gettys write lyrics that mirror the cadence of hymns, the result doesn't feel all that different from the pop offerings of Twila Paris, Fernando Ortega, and Matt Redman. [Emphasis mine.]
Still, several of the songs on In Christ Alone may make their way into widespread church hymnody, demonstrating the Gettys' ability to successfully bridge the gap between the traditional and contemporary worship camps.

Russ Breimeier, online managing editor, christianmusictoday.com.
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Reflect on the new trend of trying to bring back the lyrics that mirror cadence of hymns in inspirational pop sound today. Will this enhance our attitude of worship and reverence when we come into His Holy presence to worship Him?

3. Do you feel that hymns should be “revived” today as implied by the above statement: Keith and Kristyn Getty (alongside cowriter and fellow worship leader Stuart Townend) are at the forefront of the current hymn revival? What has happened to the role of hymns in current worship that they need a revival? Reflect.
