153.  Rumination for Jan. 13, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Lest Thou Forget.

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind…
Phil. 3:13
The Thots: 

i. Intro.: As we go into the New Year, can we afford to forget all the things which are behind…?


There are things we should never forget in the past year, this year, or any other year to come.
A. Lest thou Forget the Things which thou hast seen.
Deut. 4:9

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons.

ii. Do not Forget the Ways and Words of God.


iii. Remember what you saw – Your eyes have seen what the LORD did
Deut. 4:3
iv. His Destruction of the Disobedient: All the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD

 thy God hath destroyed them from among you. 
v. His Preservation of the Pure: 

Deut. 4:4

But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one of you this day.
b. Remember what you heard – Behold, I have taught you…
Deut. 4:5
i. The  statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me…Keep therefore and do them;
ii. Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping His commandments, 
c. and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:
Deut.  8:11
d. Do not Forget the Wonders and Works of God.
e. For the Word of the LORD is right; and all his Works are done in truth.
Psa. 33:4
Ct. 
They forgot What he had done, the Wonders he had shown them.
Psa. 78:11, NIV


They soon forgat his Works; they Waited not for his counsel:
Psa. 106:13

f. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
Psa 103:2  
1. Lest You Forget the Lord thy God.



Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God.
Deut. 8:11, NRSV

2. Do not forget the Lord Who Redeemed you.

Deut. 6:12
a. Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

3. Do nor forget the Lord Who asked you to Remember Him – 

a. 
This do ye…in remembrance of Me.

I Cor. 11:24-26
b. He is the Mediator of the New Covenant.
Heb. 12:24

To Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling…

c. Its Medium was His blood…shed for many for the remission of sins.
Mt. 26:28
i. In it, we are to keep His Memory alive till He come:
I Cor. 11:23-26
ii. Break the Bread – this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

iii. Drink of the Cup – 
This cup is the new testament [covenant] in My blood: this do ye, 


as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.

.
Thus, while you forget the things that are behind, there are certain things you must still remember: -   
Forget your past Failures – confess them and God will Forgive.

Start Fresh and Press onward toward the Prize of His High Calling in Christ Jesus.

King of my life, I crown Thee now, Thine shall the glory be;
Lest I forget Thy thorn crowned brow, Lead me to Calvary.
May I be willing, Lord, to bear Daily my cross for Thee;
Even Thy cup of grief to share, Thou hast borne all for me.
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Reflections for The Week
R153

1. “I can Forgive but I cannot Forget” is a reaction and response to an unpleasant event or experience in the past particularly with regard to a relationship that has soured that you often hear. Should this ever be the Christian’s attitude towards those who have crossed his/her path?
a. 
When God Forgives, He Forgets.

b. for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
Jer. 31:34
c. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
d. 
and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

e. And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 10:17

As you cross over to a new year, have you put your relationships with others right? 

Have you put all soured feelings on your part behind and ready to press on 

with living for the Lord and serving Him?

Remember what the Lord has done for you and reflect on what you should do.

2. “To err is human, and to Forgive divine” is another statement you frequently hear. 
Would you be able to cast behind those past misunderstandings, conflicts (whether of others’ or of your own making), etc. and look beyond all these to get on with life and living – looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Heb. 12:2, 3
3. Or as the NRSV puts it: Consider Him who endured such hostility against Himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.
