152.  Rumination for Jan. 06, 2008

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
The Arms, Hands and Eyes of the Lord.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  O sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things:

 His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory.
Psa. 98:1

They are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.
Zech. 4:10b
The Thots: 

Intro.: Anthropomorphology is the application to God of terms descriptive of human beings 

Or God using the language of man to describe His actions.


As we go into the New Year and observe our first Lord’s Supper in 2008, 


a meditation on how God uses His arms, hands and eyes on our behalf can be edifying.

A. The Arms of the Lord denote His Almighty Power.

1. His arms are Everlasting in keeping with His Eternal Character.
Deut. 33:27
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.

2. His arms will Extend His Kingdom, and they will Embrace His own.
Isa. 40:10, 11, NIV
a. See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and His arm rules for Him.
b. He gathers the lambs in His arms and carries them close to His heart.
B. The Hands of the Lord denote the Actions of His Person.
1. They are the Hands of Creation

Isa 40:12, NRSV
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 
Heaven is My throne and earth is My footstool…Hath not My hand made all these things?
Acts 7:49, 50

2. They are the Hands of Redemption.

Deut. 7:8
Because the LORD loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn
 unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you 
3. They are the Hands of Divine Preservation.
John 10:28-30
a. I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.
b. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one.
4. They are the Hands for our Recognition, Remembrance and Reverence.


a. The disciples Recognised Him by His nailed-scarred hands.

Jn. 20:20

He showed…them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.
b. i) But when told, Thomas Rejected that the Lord had Resurrected from the dead:

Jn. 20:25
Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger [there]…I will not believe.


ii) Later, Thomas was asked to Reach for His hands; Thomas fell down and Revered Him. Jn. 20:27, 28
Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.
c. Cleopas and friend Recognised the Lord because He broke bread and gave it to them.
Lk. 24:30, 31
As He sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight.

As we take the bread this Lord’s Day, and every other Lord’s Day, 
Let us Recognise, Remember and Revere the unseen Head at the Table in our midst. 
5. They are the Hands of Direction to lead us.
Psa. 139:10

Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me.
Also see #C below.
C. The Eyes of the Lord denote the Assurance of His guiding Presence.
Psa. 32:8



I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

To be guided by the Lord’s eye, we must LOOK at His Person – 


LOOK to Him for His Provision, on Him for His Protection, unto Him for our Perfection.
For the Year 2008, Consider:
Heb. 12:1, 2

Seeing we also are Compassed about with so great a Cloud of witnesses, 
Let us Lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
Let us Run with patience the Race that is set before us,

Looking unto Jesus the Author (Leader) and Finisher of our faith.
To the hills I lift mine eyes; Whence shall help for me arise?
From the Lord shall come mine aid, Who the Heav’n and earth has made.
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Reflections for The New Year Week
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1. Reflect on these two Precious Promises as you start your New Year week.

May the Lord continue to lead, guide, provide and protect you through 2008...

By His hand:
Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me.
Psa 139:10
By His eye: 
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: 



I will guide thee with mine eye.
Psa 32:8  

May Your Response be:

To the hills I lift mine eyes; Whence shall help for me arise?
From the Lord shall come mine aid, Who the Heav’n and earth has made.
He will guide through dangers all, Will not suffer thee to fall;
He Who safe His people keeps Slumbers not and never sleeps.

Thy Protector is the Lord, Shade for thee He will afford;
Neither sun nor moon shall smite, God shall guard by day and night.
He will ever keep thy soul, What would harm He will control;
In the home and by the way He will keep thee day by day.
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2. Here are more anthropomorphologic terms used by the Lord:

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry.
Psa. 34:15

The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers: I Pet. 3:12
but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

a. How will the fact  that the eyes of the Lord are on you affect your conduct …
i. Positively in Acting out what is pleasing in His sight. Note what He sees:
Pro. 15:3
The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.


Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.
I Sam. 16:7
ii. Negatively in Abstaining from doing evil? Abstain from all appearance of evil.
I Thes. 5:22

Cf.  David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, 
1 Kgs. 15:5  
and turned not aside from any thing that He commanded him all the days of his life, 

save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite (!)
iii. Affirmatively in Assuring you to do that which you purpose for 2008? 

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 

to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 
2 Chr 16:9
b. How will the fact that the ears of the Lord are always open to you,

i. Positively affect what and how you say things to people –

Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him 
for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon His name.
Mal. 3:16
ii. Affirmatively affect yourself when you find it difficult to keep up with what you resolve 


to do this year? What recourse is open to you?  Reflect.


He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: 

He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 
Psa. 145:19

Wishing You A Fruitful New Year for the Lord.
