150.  Special Rumination for Dec. 25, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
The Creatures at Christ’s Birth 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  Praise the LORD…you…animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds. 

He has raised up for his people a Horn, the praise of all his saints. 
Psa. 148:7, 10, 14, NIV
The Thots: 

i. At the Birth of Jesus, these creatures were associated with Him directly or indirectly.
A. The Sheep Saw the Sight

Lk. 2:8
there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

ii. The Sheep saw the Angel of the Lord and the Angelic hosts that Appeared.
Lk. 2:8

b. The Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them. 2:9
c. Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.
2:13
i. The Sheep heard the Announcements made by the Angels:

2:10-12
d. The Assurance: Fear not.

e. The Announcement: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people

i. The
Reason: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour.

ii. His 
Regality:  Christ the Lord.
iii. The
Recognition: 
And this shall be a sign unto you; 



Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.


f. The Acclamation: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

· As Strayed Sheep returned to the fold, let us keep Sight of the Shepherd and follow Him.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me:
Jn. 10:27

B. The Cows Shared their Shed

1. The Cows Shared their Shed: Because there was no room for them in the inn
Lk. 2:7
2. The Manger was His bed in the Stead of a bed.

Lk. 2:7


She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 

3. Their Hay His Mattress Served.

Lk. 2:16


They…found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 


· We are like the cattle on a thousand hills that He owns, yet that first Christmas morn, He had no place to be born. Do we have room in our hearts for Him this day or are we too taken up with our pleasures and possessions to leave Him outside our lives with our merry-making?

C. The Doves offered themselves as a Sweet-Smelling Sacrifice. 

1. The Sacrifice at the time of His Circumcision.
Lk. 2:21 cf. Lev. 12:3
a. The Sacrifice of the Doves or Pigeons.

i. The Proper Sacrifice – a Lamb, a Bullock or a Sheep.
Lev. 1:2

If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering 


of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.
ii. The Poor’s Sacrifice – a pair of doves or pigeons.

If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons.

Lev. 12:8a, NIV

iii. The Propitiatory Sacrifice – 

Lev. 12:8b, NIV

One for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering.

In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.
b. The Sacrifice of a Sweet-Smelling Savour.

i. The offering of a bullock, sheep or lamb was each regarded a sweet-savour offering. Lev. 1:2, 3, 9; 10, 13


a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

ii. Likewise the offering of the dove or the pigeon was a sweet-savour offering.

Lev. 1:17

The Sacrifice of the Rich – bullock, sheep or goat was accepted as a sweet-savour offering.

Likewise the Sacrifice of the Poor – doves or pigeons were equally accepted as sweet-savour offerings.

Let us therefore bring our sweet-savour offerings unto the Lord Jesus 


Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Eph. 5:2
Conscious of hidden deity, The lowly virgin brings
Her newborn Babe, with two young doves ,Her humble offerings.
1. 
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Reflections for This Christmas Day
R150

a. Today four groups of people “Celebrate” Christmas.

b. The secular world at large treats Christmas as a time of merry-making, holiday and fun, not unlike the rich fool who says to himself: And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. Lk. 12:19.  

The Commercial world has taken advantage of the Greek abbreviation of Christmas in Xmas (X being the Greek letter Chi which is the first letter of Christ (Christos) used in the 16th century to save time and ink in printing out the full name of Christmas) to celebrate Christmas without having to focus on Christ. Thus, instead of Christmas, Xmas is a more acceptable term to non-Christians for this holy day which they have changed to a holiday! Xmas today is more in keeping with their substituting Santa Claus for Christ; 


a Christmas tree for the Cross; a Christmas turkey for the Lamb of God, etc.

c. The professing Christians who make a show of going to church on Christmas Day to ease their conscience, to enjoy and be entertained by the Xmas celebrations, etc. 


Christmas is just another Holy Day converted into a Holiday.

d. The Bible-loving Christians who choose to put aside one day in the year and seize the opportunity to proclaim the message of Christmas to unbelievers - a Saviour is born, and to remind Christians, that He is Christ, the Lord: 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
e. The strict Christians who will have nothing to do with Xmas because of its historical and mythical pagan connections. Christmas for them is heathen and its celebration is dishonouring to the Lord.
Whatever your stand and position, let us put CHRIST back into Christmas, meaning, focusing on Christ and the reason for His coming to take advantage of it to explain and proclaim to others that the reason He came was that He might be our Saviour and Lord.  

Reflect on how you would do this this Christmas season.

2. The world regards the Christmas season as a time of Goodwill and Giving. As they indulge in Giving Gifts, and as you are reminded of God’s Greatest Gift of His Son to you, what gift or gifts are you giving the Lord in return this week? 

May you have this day

A Blessed and Meaningful Remembrance of the Lord’s Birth

And A Fruitful New Year in 2008 (DV)
