149.  Rumination for Dec. 23, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Rich but Poor
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The Text:  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich,

yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9
The Thots: 

A. He Was Rich – though He was rich
II Cor.  8:9b


While our Lord owns all Riches in Heaven, all Wealth on Earth also belongs to Him.

Psa. 50:10-12

1. 
All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
Cf. Jn. 1:3
2. The Cattle on a thousand hills and the beasts in the Forest belong to Him.
Psa. 50:10

For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

3. The Creatures in the Field and the Fowls of the mountains belong to Him.
Psa. 50:11

I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine
4. The Cosmos and its Fulness, including the earth, belong to Him.
Psa. 50:12b

The world is Mine, and the fulness thereof

5. The Covenanted Land given to Abraham in Faith belongs to Him.
Lev. 25:23


The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine.
B. He Became Poor – yet for your sakes He became poor
II Cor.  8:9c
1. He was poor at Birth – His parents laid Him in a manger.
Lk. 2:7

She brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
2. He was poor when He was Circumcised – His parents could only offer Pigeons/Doves.
Lk. 2:24
And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, 
A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.
Doves and pigeons were offerings given by the poor who could not afford a lamb.
Lev. 12:8 cf. 1:14

If she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; 
the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering.

3. He was poor in Life – He did not even have a Place He could Place His head.
Matt. 8:20

Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
4. He was poor in Death – He had even to be Buried in a Borrowed tomb.
Mt. 27:59, 60
And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,

And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:
1. That We might be Rich – that ye through His poverty might be rich
II Cor.  8:9d
2. Now we may be Poor in the world, but we are Rich in Faith.
Jas. 2:5

Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?
Contrast the worldly church in Laodicea:
Rev. 3:17

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
 and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

3. Now we may be Poor, but we can Rejoice because we are Rich and can make many Rich.
II Cor. 6:10

As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

During this Christmas season, the world is taken up with Earthly Enjoyment, Merry-Making, and Festive Fun. 
On this Lord’s Day, let us Remember Him Who was rich, yet became poor for our sakes to the extent of dying for us on the cross.  Let us also Remember that one day He came, was born in a stable (?), and when growing up, had nowhere even to lay His head, and finally went to the cross to be our Substitute and Sin offering. 
He chose to come down to earth that day for us, let us now choose to live for Him.

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands; I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause; I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;
I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame; I’d rather be true to His holy name

Refrain:
Than to be the king of a vast domain, Or be held in sin’s dread sway;
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today.
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Reflections for This Christmas Week
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1. God owns everything in this universe by right of creation. He could give us the most precious, the most valuable gift He created on earth, or for that matter, in heaven and the whole cosmos. Yet, He gave us His only begotten Son for our redemption:

In doing this, He proved to us two very important things:-

a)
He proved to us His Love for us –
Rom. 5:8. NRSV


God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
b)
He proved to us that His love for us would always make Him give us His best –

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Rom. 8:32

This Christmas season when we Reflect on God’s Great act of Giving His Son to us, 
not only for the world, but for us, how do we react and respond to God’s Love?

2. Remember “We love Him, because He first loved us.”
I Jn. 4:19
3. God owns all the riches in the universe. Why does He expect us to return a portion of what He already gives us? In the case of Israel, not to do so, would even amount to robbing God –

Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! 
But you say, "How are we robbing You?" 
In your tithes and offerings!
Mal. 3:8

The Christmas season is a time of Giving. Are you Returning to God an appropriate proportion of the portion He has given you or have you been Robbing God of His dues? Reflect and do what is needful this Christmas week.

