143.  Rumination for Nov. 11, 2007

by K.C. Ung
A. The Theme:
For to me to live.
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The Text:  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Phil. 1:21
The Thots: 

1. For Christ to Live…
a. Is God – 
Because Christ lived, God was manifested.
Jn. 1:18

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son…  He hath declared Him.
b. God was manifest in the flesh.
I Tim. 3:16

c. The Word was God... and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
Jn. 1:1, 14

d. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19

e. Is Us – Because Christ Lived, …
f. We were Reconciled to God – God… hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ
II Cor. 5:18
g. We have become Rich – our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich,
II Cor. 8:9
a. 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.

h. We can now live a Resurrected life – because I live, ye shall live also.
Jn. 14:19

Cf. that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
Rom. 6:4
i. 
     even so we also should walk in newness of life.

1. FOR CHRIST TO DIE...

2. Is Gain: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,

 it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
Jn. 12:24
b. Is “Gain” for God: 

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8
c. Is Gain for Us:

d. He [God] that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,

 how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Rom. 8:32
e. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
I Cor. 5:7
f. Christ…hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God.
Eph. 5:2
g. Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh.
I Pet. 4:1; cf. 2:21
h. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:
Gal. 3:13
Finally, when we were dead in sins, (God) hath quickened us together with Christ …
Eph. 2:5, 6
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
3. Is Gain For Me:


Christ… loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20
1. For Me to Live…
2. It is to Magnify Christ by my life – Christ shall be magnified in my body… by life….
Phil. 1:20
1. It is to Exemplify Christ through my life:

I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
Gal. 2:20
3. 
I live by the faith of the Son of God.

1. It is to Amplify Christ in my life: He must increase, but I must decrease.
Jn. 3:30
2. FOR ME TO DIE is Gain
3. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
Phil. 1:21
4. Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
Phil. 1:23
5. We are confident…willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. II Cor. 5:8
6. For it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.
I Cor. 9:15

7. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.


I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.
II Tim. 4:6
Con.:  And today we sit round the Table of the Lord to remember and worship Him Who said:

I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.
Rev. 1:18
I’ll live for Him Who died for me, How happy then my life shall be!
I’ll live for Him Who died for me, My Savior and my God!
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1. Life and Death Quotes and Questions
2. One has said: 
Only one life, and it soon will pass;

Only what’s done for Jesus will last.
Ruth said:

Ruth 1:16, 17


Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: 
for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.

Paul said: 

Phil. 1:20, 21



According to my earnest expectation and my hope, 
that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, 
as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or by death.
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Reflect on your Perspective of life and death and your Purpose in life this week.


How Prepared are you when He calls? Paul said, “I am now ready to be offered”




II Tim. 4:6
3. Paul says: 

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.


For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; 

and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 

whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.


For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 


that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.
Rom. 14:7-9
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?
 Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
Rom. 14:10, NRSV

There is always the Prospect of every believer having to give an account 
of himself or herself at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
Reflect on how this should shape your relationship with others 

in this life in your preparation for the after-life.
