142.  Rumination for Nov. 04, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Jesus Died and Rose again
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The Text:  Christ died for our sins… He was buried...and…He rose again the third day 
I Cor. 15:3, 4
The Thots: 

A. the Fact of Christ’s Death and Resurrection
1. Jesus Really died on the cross and Rose again the third day.


Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
I Pet. 2:24a [See R.140]

Otherwise His body would not be Regarded as hanging “on the tree”

a. The Scriptures expected His death and His Resurrection. 
I Cor. 15:3, 4


Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, 


and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.

b. He did not Swoon to be Revived by the cool air in the Sepulchre.
Jn. 19:40-42

Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices…

and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus.


He was bound hand and foot with grave clothes. He could not walk away Himself. 
Cf. Jn. 11:44

And he [Lazarus] that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: 
and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
c. His body was not Stolen to give the impression that He had Risen.


His tomb was Sealed and Soldiers stood guard.
Matt. 27:66


So they…made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.

d. He was not Substituted by Someone else in His death, as He was our Substitute.
I Pet. 2:24a

His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.


On the tree suggests that He had actually died for His body to be hanged there.
Cf. Deut. 21:22
2. Jesus’ death and Resurrection from the dead to Redeem us was …

a. An Act of God:
I Pet. 1:18, 19

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things…but with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb… 
God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory.
b. An Act of the Spirit: 
Heb. 9:14b; Rom. 1:4, NIV

… Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God…,
…Who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God 

by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.
c. An Act of Christ Himself:
Jn. 10:17, 18

Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. 

No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it again. 

B. the acts of Christ’s Death and Resurrection …Are to enable us …
1. To be Crucified with Him:
Gal. 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me
2. To be Buried with Him, and like as Christ, to be Raised with Him:
Rom. 6:4
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up


from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
a. We are therefore to reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
Rom. 6:11


through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

b. 
And to yield our members unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 

Rom. 6:13 

and (our) members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
As we Obey the Lord in Observing the Lord’s Supper, Remembering His Death and Resurrection,
Let us also be Reminded of our Obligation to be crucified with Him on the Cross and to allow Him to live His life in and through us, to die to Sin and to be alive from the dead to walk in newness of life, yielding our members no more as instruments of unrighteousness, but as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Buried with Christ and dead unto sin; Dying but living, Jesus within;
Ruling and reigning day after day, Guiding and keeping all of the way. [image: image1.png]
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1.  As we Obey the Lord in Observing the Lord’s Supper, 

Remembering His Death and Resurrection, 
Let us also be Reminded of our Obligation: -

· to be crucified with Him on the Cross
· to allow Him to live His life in and through us, 
· to die to Sin and to be alive from the dead to walk in newness of life, 
· to yield our members no more as instruments of unrighteousness, 

but as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Reflect on the above and think of the practical ways you can fulfil your obligations as stated.

2. Today there are many theories to disprove the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Among them were that He did not die …
· but He only Swooned and that the cool air in the sepulchre revived Him;

· that He was Substituted by someone else who died on the cross;

· and that His body was Stolen to give the impression that He had risen from the dead.


Yet in the time of the Early Church when many who witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection were still alive, Paul dared to declare boldly:

If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ: Whom He raised not up…and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
I Cor. 15:14-19

Read through the main Rumination above again, and Reflect how your faith can be further Reinforced with the given Scriptural reasons to prove that Jesus indeed died on the cross and rose again. Rejoice and acclaim Hallelujah for the Cross!
