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A. The Text: 
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
I Pet. 2:24

The Thots: 

Intro.:  

(1) The Emphasis: Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat – note, not “the fruit of…”
Gen. 2:16
B. The Exact meaning. The above means: the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden. Cf. Gen. 3:3 
(2) The Expression: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree – not the “cross”
I Pet. 2:24
C. the Role of the Tree in the Garden.
1. The Freedom to eat of every tree: Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.
Gen. 2:16

D. The Forbidding: of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.
Gen. 2:17a
1. The “Fruit” in eating of this tree – Death: in the day that thou eatest… thou shalt surely die.
Gen. 2:17b

E.  The Ruse of the Serpent at the Tree.

Gen. 3:1a
1. Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman…
2. The Sowing of Doubt: Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
Gen. 3:1b

a. The Succumbing to the Desire: when the woman saw that the tree was …to be desired 
Gen. 3:6

she took of the fruit…, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
b. The Significant Death results: in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Gen. 2:17b

c. God said unto the Serpent…

It (the Seed of the Woman) shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
3:14, 15b
d. Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy Sorrow.
3:16a
e. Unto Adam He said, … Cursed is the ground for thy Sake…
3:17b


In the Sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 

for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
3:19
1. The Rebellion to be punished on the Tree.

[See also R. 140]
2. The Rebellion: This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice.

Deut. 
21:20

3. The Retribution: if a man… be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree:

Deut. 
21:22

4. The Rule: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt… bury him that day.
21:23a

5. The Reason: for he that is hanged is accursed of God. 


21:23b

F. The Redemption on the Tree. – Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example.
I Pet. 2:21
1. 
His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree

I Pet. 2:24
2. He was the Woman’s Seed Who bruised the Serpent’s head: thy seed, which is Christ.
Gal. 3:16c

3. He bore the Woman’s Sorrows – He was the Man of Sorrows.
Gen. 3:16 cf.  Isa. 53:3


4. He bore Adam’s and our  Sin and Curse – 
Gen. 3:17 cf. Gal. 3:13


Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

5. 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

6. He was the Substitute for our Sins on the tree – His own self bare our sins …on the tree
I Pet. 2:24
G. The Restoration associated with the tree.
1. 
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life
Rev. 22:2
2. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
Rev. 21:4

3. 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

4. And there shall be no more curse:
Rev. 22:3a

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
H.  and may enter in through the gates into the city.
I. Rev. 22:14
Our Father has planted a beautiful tree, Whose evergreen branches His children behold;
They walk ’neath its shade in the City above, Whose gates are of pearl and whose streets are of gold.

We may eat of the beautiful tree of life, That stands in the midst of the City so fair;
We may eat of its fruit and be healed with its leaves; No hunger, no sickness, no sorrow is there.
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2.  (Exo. 15:23, 25): When they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, 

for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.
(Moses) cried unto the LORD; and the LORD showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet:  there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them. 
The children of Israel murmured because of the “bitter” undrinkable waters. These very waters were made sweet by Moses’ casting a tree into it according to God’s instructions.

Then and there God seized the opportunity to prove them, and He said: 

If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.
Exo. 15:26
3. Perhaps there have been times in your life, when you went through bitter circumstances and had tasted of God’s sweet dealings with you, when you felt His intervention by reminding you of what the Lord had done for you on the cross – He was, as it were, casting His tree into those bitter waters of yours and He brought healing to your downcast spirit.
In the first place, why did He allow you to go through those bitter experiences?  

It was to prove (test) you even as He did Israel:

4. thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no” (Deuteronomy 8:2, 16), to fit them for their conquering career in the land of promise.  How are you faring in these God-given tests?
5. The plant family plays an important role in the lives of the prophets in the Old Testament.

Prophet Moses was Called and Commissioned at a Burning Bush that was not Consumed.
(Exo 3:3, 4 KJV)  And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.


Prophet Elijah sat down under a juniper tree and wanted to die: 

(1 Ki 19:4 KJV)  But he himself...came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.

Prophet Jonah sat under a gourd (KJV)/bush (NRSV)/vine(NIV) and wanted to die when the God-given gourd was eaten by a worm, and Jonah lost his shade:


(Jonah 4:9 KJV)  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he 
said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.
Moses was Called, Elijah wanted to Commit suicide and Jonah Complained when his Comfort was taken away. Have you ever sat under the shade of a tree to Contemplate and think things over – to Reflect? Why not try it this week?
