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The Theme:
hanged on a tree
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The Text: 
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.
Acts 5:30
The Thots: 

Intro.:  


A. the Significance of being “hanged on a tree”. 
1. The Person to be hanged on a Tree, e.g. a Stubborn Son.
Deut. 21:18-21
a. He was under Sentence of death – if a man have committed a sin worthy of death
Deut. 21:22a

b. He was not Slain on the tree – and (if) he be to be put to death.
21:22b


E.g. the Stubborn Son had been Stoned to death earlier.
21:21

c. His dead body would then be Suspended (hanged) on the tree – and thou hang him on a tree:
21:22c
2. The Purpose: he is Accursed of God and open to His Anger and the Assault of outside elements.

a. For he that is hanged is accursed of God.
Deut. 21:23b; Gal. 3:13

b. The LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before
Num. 25:4

c. 
the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel

d. Cf. Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee,
Gen. 40:19


and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee.

3. The Period: you must not leave his body on the tree overnight…bury him that same day.
Deut. 21:23a, NIV

4. Do not Pollute... the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.
Deut. 21:23:c, NIV
B. The Slain who were Hanged on a Tree.

1. Joshua hanged the king of Ai: 
Josh 8:26, 29

For Joshua drew not his hand back…until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
8:26
And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, 
8:29
Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering 
of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day.
2. Joshua hanged the five kings:
Josh. 10:26, 27 Afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening. And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.
C. The Saviour Who Hanged on a tree.


1. Jesus really died on the Cross.

a. Christ Surrendered His Spirit to the Father: 

Jesus, crying…"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit”… breathed His last.
Lk. 23:46, NRSV

b. The Centurion Saw that He died:


The centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard His cry and saw how He died.
Mk. 15:39, NIV

c. The Jerusalem Crowd Slew Him and “hanged Him on the tree”:

i. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.
Acts 5:30
ii. We are witnesses of all things which He did…whom they slew and hanged on a tree.
Acts 10:39
2. Jesus’ Body figuratively “hanged on the tree”

a. His Crucifixion was regarded as a hanging “on the tree”.
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree

b. He was made a Curse for us by His “hanging on the tree”.
Gal. 3:13


Christ was made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
c. In this way, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us. Gal. 3:13

d. And He hath Carried our sins in his own body on the tree 
I Pet. 2:24

Today He is no more hanging on the tree, 

The God of our fathers Raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree
Acts 5:30

And He was Received up into heaven, and sat on the Right hand of God. 
Mk. 16:19
I saw One hanging on a tree, In agony and blood,
Who fixed His languid eyes on me, As near His cross I stood.

O, can it be, upon a tree, The Savior died for me?
My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled, To think He died for me!
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1. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

Gal. 3:13

And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice, 

Deut. 27:14-26

a. Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. 

And all the people shall answer and say, Amen.

b. Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

c. Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour's landmark. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

d. Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

e. Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. 

And all the people shall say, Amen.

f. Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife; because he uncovereth his father's skirt. 

And all the people shall say, Amen.

g. Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

h. Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother. 

And all the people shall say, Amen.

i. Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in law. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

j. Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

k. Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.

l. Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. 


And all the people shall say, Amen.
Israel had entered into a contract with God that they would be cursed if they committed the above-mentioned sins, which they did. Therefore they came under the curse of God. 

We too are not free from such sins, and therefore we are equally guilty. 

But Jesus Who committed no sin (in Him is no sin, I Jn. 3:5) hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us (Gal.3:13). 
Should not we therefore now stay Clear from the above-specified sins that brought about the Curse and lead Clean lives of righteousness unto the Lord? 
Reflect. Read through the above-mentioned sins again and see how you can still commit them in spirit and in thought, though not in form, and determine from now onwards to stay away from them in thought, word and deed.

2. Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, 


that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.


Jesus died on the cross to bear away your sins. 


He was hanged on the tree to redeem you from the curse.


Now in Principle, you are dead to sins – 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?


And in Practice, you should live unto righteousness.
Rom. 6:11-13

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Reflect on the above thoughts for this week and live a life of righteousness for Him.
