139.  Rumination for Oct. 14, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Herein is Love
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The Text: 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 4:10
The Thots: 

Intro.:  
 God is Love…
I Jn. 4:8
A. the Proofs of God’s Love: - In this was manifested the love of God toward us…
I Jn. 4:9a

1. God Sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.
4:9b

B. God Sacrificed His Son to die to prove His love for us…
     Rom. 5:8a, NRSV
a. Even when we were without Strength and ungodly.
5:6

b. Even when we were Sinners.
5:8b

C. Even when we were Still His enemies.
5:10

2. God Spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
8:32


how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

1. The Principle of God’s Love.

D. God, in His Sovereign Love, Chooses to Love whom He wills.
Deut. 7:7, 8a

The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number

 than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you.

I will make all my goodness pass before thee, 
Exo. 33:19a

and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee…
E. 
Thus, to Manifest His Person as the One full of Goodness
F. God’s Sovereign Love Constrains Him to show Mercy to whom He wills.
Exo. 33:19c

…and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.


Thus, not to Mete out Punishment to the one deserving it

G. God, in His Sovereign Love, Condescends to show Grace to whom He wills.
Exo. 33:19b

… and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious
H. 
Thus, to Magnanimously bestow a Position to the one not deserving it

I. The Parables of God’s Love. God’s Love is best taught in the Lord’s Parables:
1. The Good Samaritan illustrates His Love for those Despised by others. 
Lk. 10:30-37, (33)

A certain Samaritan… when he saw him (the victim), he had compassion on him.

J. The Shepherd Searching for his lost Sheep illustrates His Love for one Disorientated soul. 
Lk. 15:4-7

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?
2. The Prodigal Son illustrates His Love to welcome back those Down in the Dumps.
Lk. 15:11-32 (20)

When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion,

 and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

1. The Provided Propitiation because of God’s Love.

2. God hath set forth (His Son) to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
3. 
His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God
Rom. 3:25


4. [God] sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

I Jn. 4:10

5. God’s Son is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 2:2
1. The Practice of God’s Love – let us not love in word… but in deed and in truth. 
I Jn. 3:18
2. Let us Love Him Because He first loved us.
 I Jn. 4:19

3. Let us Love our Brother – That he who loveth God love his brother also.
I Jn. 4:21

4. Let us Live out Both commandments in our lives:
Mk. 12:30, 31
The first of all the commandments is … thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
 and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater than these.

On this Lord’s Day, let us not forget God’s Love for us to send His Son to die for us

Even as we keep the Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him until He come.
I Cor. 11:24-26
Come, let us all unite to sing: God is love!
Let Heav’n and earth their praises bring, God is love!
Let every soul from sin awake, Let every heart sweet music make,
And sing with us for Jesus’ sake: God is love!
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Reflections for the Week
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1. (John 3:16 KJV)  For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, 


that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

(1 John 3:16 KJV)  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: 

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

Can we really lay down our lives for our brethren?

In practical terms, it is more of if anyone has material possessions 
and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.



I Jn. 2:17, 18, NIV

Reflect what the Love of God for us and our love for God should constrain us to do. 

2. (1 John 5:3 NRSV)  For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome,

(Mark 12:30, 31 KJV)  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

The Lord Jesus Himself has said: 

(John 13:34, 35 KJV) A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

In the light of the above, reflect on what it means to love God, to obey His commandments and to keep the new commandment that our Lord has given to us.

