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The Theme:
The Branch
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The Text: 
Behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.
Zech. 3:8
The Thots: 

Intro.:  
These four Prophecies in the Old Testament Concerning The Branch 



Happen to Correspond with the Portraits of Jesus in the four Gospels, as:
A. The Deity of the Branch [Cf. John’s Gospel]



In that day shall the Branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious.
Isa. 4:2

John’s Gospel Portrayed the Lord as God.
Jn. 1:1


the Word [Who] was with God, and the Word was God.

1. The Branch is the Person of the LORD – He is God, as seen below.
cf. Jn. 1:1 above.
2. The Branch, the Lord, has Power to forgive sins.
Isa. 4:4


– the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion
3. Just as He would change Joshua’s Polluted garments for a clean raiment,
Zech. 3:4

Take away the filthy garments from him…and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.

4. And as He Performed for us in changing our filthy rags of unrighteousness for garments of righteousness. 


But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
Isa. 64:6 cf. 61:10
He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

B. The Humanity of the Branch [Cf. Luke’s Gospel]



Behold the Man whose name is The BRANCH.
Zech. 6:12

Luke’s Gospel Presented the Lord as Man:
Lk. 23:47

  The centurion … glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man.
cf. Phil 2:6-8, NIV
1. He was in very nature God, [yet] did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

2. but made Himself nothing, … being made in human likeness, and being found
3. … as a Man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
C. The Humility of the Branch [Cf. Mark’s Gospel]



Behold, I will bring forth My Servant the BRANCH.
Zech. 3:8

Mark’s Gospel Pictured the Lord as Servant:  
Mk. 10:45, NRSV

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.
 

1. As Man, He took upon Him the form of a servant.
Phil. 2:7

2. As Servant – the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.
Mk. 10:45, NIV
3. And as a Son-Servant, He learned obedience by the things which He suffered;
Heb. 5:8

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8

D. The Sovereignty of the Branch. [Cf. Matthew’s Gospel]
Jer. 23:5
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 

and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.
Matthew’s Gospel Painted the Lord as King:
Mt. 27:37 
Set up over His head His accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

1. The Magi Requested for the whereabouts of the new-born King 
Mt. 2:2

– Where is he that is born King of the Jews?

2. But He was Rejected as King – The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15

3. And He was Ridiculed as King – If thou be the king of the Jews, save Thyself.
Lk. 23:37

4. But one day He will Return as King – Which in his times He shall show, 
I Tim. 6:15

Who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
Finally note that …

While the Lord is the Vine, He is also the Branch even as we are the Branches.

I am the Vine, ye are the branches:
Jn. 15:5

While the Lord is the Head, He is also the Body even as we are the Body.
I Cor. 12:12, NIV


The body…though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

Today as we remember Him in taking the Bread, symbol of the Body of Christ,

Let us also remember that He is the Head of the Body and Adore Him 

As we remember Him in drinking the cup, symbol of His precious blood shed for us,

Let us also remember that He is the Vine and we are the Branches and we need to Abide in Him.

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star To the sages from afar;
Branch of royal David’s stem In Thy birth at Bethlehem;
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest.
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1. He is the Vine, and yet He is the Branch even as we are the branches.

Jn.15:5


He is the Head of the Body, and yet He is the Body, 

even as we are members of His Body.

I Cor. 12:12


Yea, He is our Master and Lord –

Jn. 13:13


Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

Yet, He is not ashamed to call us brethren –

Heb. 2:11


For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: 


for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.


What do the above statements concerning the Lord mean to you personally?


How do they express our Lord’s relationship with us and ours with Him?


What are the challenges they hold for you?  Reflect.

2. He is the Vine, and we are the Branches. What is needful in our relationship with Him is that we must abide in Him. If we abide in Him, …
a. Then we will bear fruit.
Jn. 15:4


As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 


no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
b. Then we will bear more fruit.
Jn. 15:2


Every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
c. Then we will bear much fruit.
Jn. 15:5


I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him,

 the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.

Are you living a fruit-bearing life for the Lord? If not, perhaps you should ponder the above 
statements all over again. What does it mean to abide in Him? Reflect.
