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The Theme:
There are twelve Hours in the Day
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day?
Jn. 11:8
The Thots: 

A. The Divisions of Time – Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day?
Jn. 11:8
 

1. The Day and Night – Jews divided the day from sunrise to sunset into twelve equal parts.
Jn. 9:4


I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

a. The Day – the part of one’s life when one can work.

b. The Night – 
i. Physically, the part of one’s life when one can no more work as he lies in the grave. 
Eccl. 9:10

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might;
 for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.
ii. Spiritually, the time spent away from the Lord, walking in and doing the works of darkness. Rom. 13:12, 13

Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not [as in the night] in rioting and drunkenness, not [as in the night] in chambering and wantonness, not [as in the night] in strife and envying. But [as in the day] put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh…
c. For now, the Night is far spent, the Day is at hand:
Rom. 13:11, 12

The Night: When we are not Working for and Walking in the Lord. This period is about to be over.


The Day: Our Lord is coming soon. We can no more Witness for Him. It will then be time to Worship Him!
Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness…
B. The Twelve-Hour day of Jesus – Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day?
Jn. 11:8
 

a. The Context – 


Night had set on his friend, Lazarus; Jesus must go to Judea to glorify God while it was day.  Jn. 11:1-7


(To work His Miracles and to Manifest God’s and His Glory).
Jn. 11:4, 11b
b. The Concern: The Jews were seeking to kill Him there.
Jn. 11:8


His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?
c. Jesus’ Counter question – Are there not twelve hours in the day?
i. His Day was soon coming to an end. He must finish His work He came to do.
Cf. Jn. 4:34
ii. His Designated mission – His Hours in His Day were in God’s hands

· He would not Do anything not in sync with God’s timing.
Jn. 2:4


Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come
· He would not be in Danger before His time.
Jn. 7:30


They sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come.
C. The Last Twelve Hours of Jesus  – 
1. His sixth hour (Roman time: 6.00a.m.) –


About the sixth hour: … he (Pilate) saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
Jn. 19:14
2. His third hour (Jewish time: 9.00a.m.): It was the third hour, and they crucified him.
Mk. 15:25

3. From the sixth hour till the ninth hour (noon till 3.00p.m.): The day had turned miraculously dark – 



from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. Mt. 27:45; Mk. 15:33; Lk. 23:44

4. His ninth hour (3.00p.m.) – And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
Mt. 27:46a


On the cross, Jesus cried out seven times. About the ninth hour He uttered four cries:

i. His 4th cry: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?.. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Mt. 27:46b
ii. His 5th cry:  I thirst.
Jn. 19:28
iii. His 6th cry: It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30
iv. His 7th cry: Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.
Lk. 23:46. 
b. On the first day of the week before the sixth hour (Roman), Jesus had risen to a new day. Mk. 16:2, 6


Very early in the morning the first day of the week … Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth…He is risen 
D. Recollection: The Lord’s “last Hours” with His disciples:


When the hour was come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him.


And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:
1. He Observed the Passover with His disciples.
Lk. 22:14, 15

2. He gave the Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.
Lk. 22: 19, 20

3. Today we Obey and Observe the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him.
I Cor. 11:23-26

This is the hour of banquet and of song; This is the heavenly table spread for me;
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong The hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee.
Here would I feed upon the bread of God, Here drink with Thee the royal wine of Heaven;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.
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Reflections for the Week
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1. The Lord was concerned that night would soon come, and He would no more be able to work – I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work

He had come with the mission to finish the work His Father had set Him to do. Even if there was danger ahead of Him (His disciples had said unto him earlier, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?), He must go on to manifest God’s Glory.


Again, Jesus had said earlier: My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work, and referring to what He was going there to do, Jesus said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.
Hence, for Him, He must work while it was day, because when night comes no man can work.

Reflect: Today is “day” for you. Are you doing the work He has set for you, and to accomplish it? For soon the “night” comes and you can do no more work for you will then be in the grave. 
2. Paul was concerned that Christians were “sleeping” in their walk. Their “day” had been turned into “night”. They slept when they ought to walk and work. It was high time that they should awake out of sleep for soon Christ would come to take them home to heaven and they could no more work and witness for Him. Was that how they paid back the Lord for what He had done for them? 

This also applies to believers today. As someone has said: One life ’twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Jesus will last.

Are you prepared to receive Him when He comes?
