135.  Rumination for Sept. 16, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen. Rev. 1:18
The Thots: 

A. I am He that liveth – When He Lived, He brought to Life those who were dead.
 
1. To the widow’s dead son on the byre in Nain, He said: Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.
Lk. 7:14

2. To Jairus’ dead daughter whose hand He took, He said unto her, Maid, arise.
Lk. 8:54


Or Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.
Mk. 5:41

3. To the noble man concerning his dead son, He said, Go thy way; thy son liveth.
Jn. 4:50, 51, 53

4. To Lazarus in the grave, He cried with a loud voice: Lazarus, come forth.
Jn. 11:43

B.  and was dead  – When He was dead He brought to Life some who were dead.
Mt. 27:51-53
1. The Veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:51

2. The Graves were opened; 
Mt. 27:52a

3. And many bodies of the saints which slept arose.
Mt. 27:52b, 53

They came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

C. behold, I am alive – Now He is risen from the Dead and is Alive.
cf. Rev. 2:8
1. He Offers to those who are spiritually dead life from the dead
a. I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
Jn. 11:25

b. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me,



 hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
Jn. 5:24
2. Those who have accepted His Offer are now spiritually alive.
a. And you hath He quickened [made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins:
Eph. 2:1, 5
b. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
I Cor. 15:22

3. To those who are now spiritually alive, He Orders them…

a. To crucify Self and let Him live out His life in them, as with Paul.
Gal. 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
b. To be dead to Sin/Sins and live unto righteousness.
 

i. God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom. 6:2
ii. We, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
I Pet. 2:24
D. For evermore – He will Return for His Own to take them back to be with Him forevermore.

1. I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3
2. For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 


and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
I Thes. 4:16
3. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 


to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
I Thes.  4:17

E. Amen –  In the meanwhile, while waiting for Him He gives us two Ordinances to Observe::

1. The Ordinance of Baptism to Re-enact that once He was Alive, He was Buried and He Rose again.


a. Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
b.  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Rom. 6:3, 4

2. The Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper to Remember Him Who was alive, was dead and is Alive forevermore.

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11: 23, 24
On this Lord’s Day, let us Remember Him as He wants us to and Revere Him for Who He is –

The Lord Who liveth, and was dead; and, behold, He is alive for evermore, Amen
I am He that liveth, that liveth, and was dead; (X 2)
And behold…I am alive…forevermore…; (X 2)
I am He that liveth, that liveth, and was dead; 
And behold,…I am alive…forevermore…
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1. Because Jesus is now alive forevermore in Heaven – 
behold, I am alive for evermore
a. He is able to save all those who come to Him…


Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him. 
Heb. 7:25a


Consequently he is able for all time time to save those who approach God through him.
NRSV


Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him.

NIV

b. And to intercede on their behalf.
Heb. 7:25b
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
How does the fact that the Lord Jesus is alive forevermore in heaven assure you of the Security of your Salvation and your walk in day-to-day Sanctification?

Reflect on this and Rejoice that you have a Living Saviour in Heaven today, tomorrow and forevermore. Consider Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
Heb. 13:8
2. Jesus is Alive, but He wants you to be dead…

a. To the Principle of Sin.


God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom. 6:2

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 


but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6:11

b. To the Practice of Sins.
I Pet. 2:24

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness/
In Principle you are indeed dead to sin (Rom. 6:2); so you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 6:11, NRSV).

In Practice, you still sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (I Jn. 1:8)

 Paul says: I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
Rom. 7:18, 19

However God has Provided for us in this area: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I Jn. 1:9)

Reflect: We indeed have no excuse to continue in sin.
Rom. 6:1
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Only the Living Christ can help us gain victory over sin:

Rom. 7:24, 25

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Trust Him and let Him Take over your life.
