134.  Rumination for Sept. 9, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
God Remembers
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The Text: 
God Remembered… [in] His book of Remembrance
Cf. Mal. 3:16.

The Thots: 

Intro.  God has a Book of Remembrance that He keeps of those who fear Him and think upon His Name.

Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened,
 and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them 
that feared the LORD, and that thought upon His name.
Mal. 3:16
A. God Remembered Noah through the Flood.
Gen 8:1

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: 
1. Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
Gen. 6:8
2. Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, 


moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.
Heb. 11:7

3. Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
Gen. 6:22


God would have written Noah’s Name in His Book of Remembrance.

B. God Remembered Abraham through the Fire.
Gen. 19:29



It came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham,

 and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

1. Lot made the wrong choice, and left Abraham with no choice which in fact was a better choice.

Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan…Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, 
and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.
Gen. 13:11, 12

2. Lot, a righteous man, was tormented by his choice.
II Pet. 2:7-9
a. Lot, a Righteous man, was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men

2:7


(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented

2:8

in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)

b. And he was Rescued by God – the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials
2:9

c. Because God Remembered Abraham for His Righteousness.
i. Abraham had interceded for the Righteous earlier.
Gen. 18:23


Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

ii. Now God Remembered Abraham for his intercession for the Righteous.
Gen. 19:29


God sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.
iii. Lot was sent out and he went out, but Remember his wife who looked back.
Lk. 17:32 cf. Gen. 19:26


Remember Lot's wife…his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

God would have written Abraham’s Name in His Book of Remembrance.
C. God Remembered Rachel and Hannah and made them Fruitful.
Gen.  30:22-24; I Sam. 1:19, 20
God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her… and [she] bare a son; and she called his name Joseph. 
The LORD remembered her… Wherefore it came to pass…Hannah…bare a son, and called his name Samuel.

1. The two ladies were grieved when their husbands’ Respective wives bore them children, and they did not.
a. When Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister.

Gen. 30:1

b. Hannah’s adversary also provoked her sore…because the LORD had shut up her womb. 
I Sam. 1:6

2. Then the Lord Remembered them and gave them sons who feared the LORD.

a. To Rachel was born Joseph - Joseph said… “This do, and live; for I Fear God”
Gen. 30:23, 24 cf. 42:18

b. To Hannah was born Samuel: Samuel grew on, and was in Favour …with the LORD.
I Sam. 1:20; 2:26

God would have written the Names of Rachel and Hannah together with the names of their respective sons, 
Joseph and Samuel, in His Book of Remembrance.
D. But the Lord would…

1. Not remember our Sins any more.

Heb 10:16, 17

This…covenant… I will make with them… saith the Lord…their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
2. Have us remember His Son evermore until He comes.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

And He said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

Also… He took the cup…saying… this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Con.: The Lord Remembers us, are we Remembering Him?
God is still on the throne, And He will remember His own;
Tho’ trials may press us and burdens distress us, He never will leave us alone;
God is still on the throne, He never forsaketh His own;
His promise is true, He will not forget you, God is still on the throne.
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1. God remembers His own for blessings, He will not Forsake them 

– nor will He Forget you because you are His. 

But He can still remember to forget when He needs to, 
as when He remembers your sins no more.
For this week, can you remember to do what is right to and for others, 

and to forget the wrong they do to you?. 

Reflect and act accordingly.

2. Paul says: This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.


For many Phil 3:13, 14 is the text to use as their New Year Resolution. 


Perhaps it could be yours too.

But often New Year Resolutions are broken as early as they are made. How is it with you?

Perhaps this week this text may take on a new meaning for you again as you Refresh and Remind yourself of this and Resolve this week to do what the text says, and like Paul forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead…press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called [you] heavenward in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

