128.  Rumination for July 29, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
He opened not His mouth
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The Text: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:
Isa. 53:7 
The Thots: 

A. Intro: This Messianic prophecy of Christ portrayed Him in His sufferings for us.
 

· He Opened not His Mouth…
Isa. 53:7a
· Though He Suffered at the hands of Man – He was Silent.
See # B3 below

· Though He Sorrowed under the hands of God – He was Submissive.
Lk. 22:42, 44

· Though Reviled and Railed upon by His enemies – He Surrendered His lot to God. 
I Pet. 2:23, 24

a. The Reviling…
And they…reviled him…
Mt. 27:39-44


b. By the Passers-by:  
Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. 

c. 

If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.


d. By the Priests: 
He saved others; Himself He cannot save. 


If he be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross.
2. The Railing – one…railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.
Lk. 23:39
He Opened Not His Mouth! – 
Cf. I Pet. 2:23
1. When He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not;
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.

1. Yet He opened not His Mouth…
Isa. 53:7b
a. Though He was Oppressed and Afflicted.

i. He was Oppressed when He Openly Submitted Himself to the Sufferings inflicted on Him.

ii. On the Cross, He was Stripped of His Clothes.
Mt. 27:35
iii. On the Cross, He was Speared and Crucified.
John 19:34
iv. On the Cross, He Suffered the death of a Criminal.
Lk. 23:32, 33, NRSV
v. He was Afflicted when He Voluntarily Suffered on our behalf.

2. He suffered Mental Agony when Faced with the cup before Him.
Luke 22:42, 44
vi. He suffered Spiritual Anguish when Forsaken by His God.
Mt. 27:46
vii. He suffered Physical Affliction crying out, “I thirst” when Fulfilling His task. Jn. 19:28
b. Though He was brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter
c. He was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the World.
Rev. 13:8
d. He was the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the World. 
Jn. 1:29
e. He was the Lamb without blemish and without spot… foreordained before the foundation of the World –
i. A Lamb as it had been Slain.
Rev. 5:6
f. And Whose blood was Shed to redeem us. 
I Pet. 1:18, 19
g. Though He was as a Sheep before her shearers is Silent.
Isa. 53:7b, NRSV
h. He was silent before Herod – Herod was just Curious.
Lk. 23:9
3. 
Then he questioned with Him in many words; but He answered him nothing.

i. He was silent before Pilate – Pilate lacked Courage.
Jn. 19:7- 9
i. He knew Jesus was innocent – for I find no fault in Him.
19:6

ii. The Jews had accused Jesus of blasphemy – He made himself the Son of God.
19:7

j. But Pilate lacked courage to pass the right Judgment.
19:8, 9

k. He was silent before the High Priest – he just wanted to Convict Jesus of blasphemy. Mt. 26:62, 63-65
4. 
The high priest…said unto Him, Answerest thou nothing?…But Jesus held his peace. 
5. So He opened not His Mouth
Isa. 53:7b cf. 10, 11
6. That He might Finish what He came to accomplish – It is finished.
Jn. 19:30

7. That He might Fulfil the Scriptures.
Jn. 19:28, 30

Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled…
8. 
He bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
9. That He Might be the Author and Finisher of our Faith…
Heb. 12:2


Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame.

It was our sin and guilt that bruised and wounded Him. It was our sin that brought Him down.
When we like sheep had gone astray our Shepherd came And on His shoulders bore our shame.

Meek as a lamb that’s led out to the slaughterhouse, Dumb as a sheep before its shearer,
His life ran down upon the ground like pouring rain That we might be born again.
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1. Reflections for the Week
R. 128

2. James says, Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 


slow to speak, slow to wrath. (James 1:19 KJV)  
And Peter says, For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously:

How would you take heed to James’ exhortation in the light of the example left you by Jesus as you intermingle and communicate with those who come into contact with you this week?   Reflect.

3. Jesus says, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”
 Matt. 5:11
Jesus also says: But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;   That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even the publicans so?
Two more reasons are given to encourage those who are reviled not to revile back, viz. they are Blessed as they endure this for the Lord’s sake and their Behaviour reflects their character as children of God. 

Based on the above Reflect on how you are going to let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Mt. 5:16) this week.

