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The Theme:
The Pit, The Prison and The Palace
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The Text: 
they took him, and cast him into a pit.
Gen. 37:24
The Thots: 

A. Joseph in the Pit – they took him, and cast him into a pit.
Gen. 37:24

Cf. Jesus Ministry on Earth (the pit as symbolic of the time when Jesus ministered on earth)
1. Joseph before being cast into the Pit  cf. Jesus before coming down to earth
a. Joseph was the beloved of his father – Now Israel loved Joseph
Gen. 37:3a



Cf. Jesus with His Father: Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.

Jn. 17:24
b. Joseph had a coat of many colours – and he made him a coat of many colours.

Gen. 37:3b


Cf. Jesus in His manifold Glory: the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.
Jn. 17:5
2. Joseph in the Pit.

a. Joseph stripped of his Coat – they stripped Joseph out of his coat…that was on him.
Gen. 37:23


Cf. Jesus:  made Himself nothing…being made in human likeness.

Phil. 2:7, NIV
b. Joseph Cast into the pit – they took him, and cast him into a pit.

Gen. 37:24a

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.

Jn. 1:14
c. The Condition of the Pit:

i. It was in the Wilderness – this pit that is in the wilderness.

Gen. 37:22


Cf. Jesus growing up as a Root out of a dry ground

Isa. 53:2
ii. It was an empty Well – and the pit [Heb. bowr = well] was empty

Gen 37:24b


Cf. Jesus emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
Phil 2:7, NRSV
iii. There was no Water in it.


Gen. 37:24c


Ct. He that believeth on Me…out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Jn. 7:38
d. Joseph sold as a slave – sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver.
Gen. 37:28

Cf. Jesus Covenanted for 30 pieces of silver: 

Mt. 26:15

Judas asked the priests – What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? 
And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.
e. Joseph was falsely accused and Committed into prison.

Gen. 39:19, 20

When his master heard the words of his wife…his wrath was kindled… and put him into the prison.

Concerning Jesus, they stirred up the people... caught Him, and … set up false witnesses.
Acts 6:12, 13a
B. Joseph in Prison – Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison.
Gen.  39:20
1. 
Cf. Jesus’ prison ministry in the underworld – He…made a proclamation to the spirits in prison. I Pet. 3:19, NRSV
2. When in prison, Joseph proclaimed good news to the chief butler


Gen. 40:13

Within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place… (as) his butler.

Cf. Jesus Who within three days, led captivity captive and took Paradise to heaven.
 Eph. 4:8 cf. Lk. 23:43
3. When in prison, Joseph proclaimed bad news to the chief baker:


Gen. 40:19

Within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree…

Cf. those left in Hades to face Judgment at the Great White Throne.

Rev. 20:13, 11, 14 NRSV 



Death and Hades gave up the dead… and all were judged according to what they had done.

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.
C. Joseph in the Palace –Pharaoh said unto Joseph…Thou shalt be over my house.
Gen.  41:39, 40


Cf. Jesus’ exalted ministry in heaven – sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
Heb. 1:3

1. Joseph exalted to rule over the land: according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled.
Gen. 41:40-44

Cf. Jesus: God also hath highly exalted Him. 


Phil. 2:9a
2. Joseph was given a new name – Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah.

Gen. 41:45

Cf. Jesus: God also hath … given Him a name which is above every name.

Phil. 2:9b
3. Joseph was given a wife – he gave him to wife Asenath


Gen. 41:45

Cf. Jesus: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.
Rev. 19:7
4. Joseph was arrayed…in vestures of fine linen.


Gen. 41:42

Cf. the Lamb’s wife: And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen.
Rev. 19:8
Con.: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come.
Rev. 19:7
Down from His glory, Ever living story, My God and Savior came, And Jesus was His Name.
Born in a manger, To His own a stranger, A Man of sorrows, tears and agony.

Without reluctance, Flesh and blood His substance, He took the form of man, Revealed the hidden plan,
O glorious myst’ry Sacrifice of Calv’ry, And now I know Thou art the great “I Am.”
O how I love Him! How I adore Him! My breath, my sunshine, my all in all.
The great Creator became my Savior, And all God’s fullness dwelleth in Him.


Will​iam E. Booth-Clib​born
Reflections for the Week
R. 126
1. Jesus left His glory to come down to earth to carry out the Father’s plan of redemption for us.
Having accomplished His mission on earth - I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do, He had returned to heaven and to the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 
However He had left us on this earth. He prayed to the Father: I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. (Jn. 17: 4, 5, 15)
One reason is that we might be a witness to Him and to glorify Him on earth.

Now reflect on this command from the Lord Himself:

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:16

Are you fulfilling His purpose for leaving you behind?
2. Joseph is not declared as a biblical type of Jesus as Melichizedec or Moses or Aaaron is as recorded in Hebrews. Yet in many aspects, Joseph’s life and experiences parallelled those of our Lord. Can you name some more similarities between the two?  Reflect.
