125.  Rumination for 08, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
Rubbish or Perfume?

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
Phil 3:8, NRSV

The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
Jn. 12:3, NRSV
The Thots: 

A. The Context of the Burnt Offering.

Lev. 1:3-9

A burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD

1:9
1. It was Voluntary – he shall offer it of his own voluntary will


1:3


Cf. Christ’s Sacrifice was voluntary – Lo, I come…to do thy will, O God.

Heb. 10:7

2. It was Wholly burnt as a sweet-savour sacrifice to God.


Lev. 1:9

The priest shall burn all on the altar… to be a burnt sacrifice…of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
a. Its entrails and its legs shall be washed with water.


1:9, RSV

Cf. Christ’s pleasing life on earth – This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 17:5
b. The priest shall burn all on the altar 

Cf. Christ’s complete obedience – He was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8

c. an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD 

– Christ’s offering and sacrifice of Himself to God for a sweet-smelling savour.

Eph. 5:2
3. The Word for burnt is qatar – the priest shall burn all on the altar

Lev. 1:9

a. Qatar = to smoke, i.e. turn into fragrance by fire (as an act of worship).
Strong

b. Qatar = “to burn incense, cause to rise up in smoke.”

W.E. Vine

c. the priest shall turn the whole into smoke on the altar as a burnt offering, 
RSV

Cf. Christ’s Burnt Offering was one of Sweet Incense that brought pleasure unto God.


B. Contrast the Sin Offering.

Lev. 4:1-12 (11, 12)
the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his inwards, and his dung,

 Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp…and burn him on the wood with fire.
1. It was Compulsory for the one who sinned.
And if any one of the common people sin … then he shall bring his offering.
Lev. 4:27, 28

Cf. Christ, our Sin Offering – God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us…
II Cor. 5:21, NIV

2. It was Completely burnt outside the Camp 

a. The Whole bullock shall he carry forth Without the camp


Lev. 4:12


Cf. Christ Who died outside the Camp – Jesus…suffered without the gate.
Heb. 13:12, 13

Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.

b. The Whole bullock – including its dung except its fat was to be burnt. 
i. The whole bullock – its skin, flesh, head, legs, inwards, dung must be burnt outside the camp.
4:11, 12


Ct. The burnt offering – the head…his inwards and his legs…the priest shall burn all on the altar. 1:8, 9


Cf. Christ, the Sin Offering suffering outside the Camp for us.
ii. Only its fat was to be burnt on the altar.

Lev. 4:8-10


He shall take off from it all the fat…and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.

The fat belonged to the Lord – all the fat is the LORD'S.

Lev. 3:16

c. The Words used:
i. The fat is cheleb = the richest or choice part, literally the best, fat…finest. 
Strong


Cf. the best and the finest of Christ’s Sacrifice, even it be a Sin Offering, was reserved for God alone.

ii. Burn is seraph = burn…kindle…utterly. 

Strong

Interestingly, śārap is never used for the “burning” of a sacrifice on the altar, although a few times it 
designates the disposal of refuse, unused sacrificial parts, and some diseased parts. 
W.E. Vines
Cf. God made Him who had no sin (fat) to be sin (sin offering) for us. He suffered (burnt as sin’s rubbish) outside the camp for us…so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. II Cor. 5:21
C. Paul Counting all things as Dung to Know Christ.


and do count them but dung (rubbish), that I may win Christ,

Phil 3:8-10, (NRSV)
1. His Preparedness to Give up all – to regard everything as loss…and to suffer the loss of all things.
2. In Pursuit of his Goal – the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord… that I might gain Christ.
3. To Personalise Christ in him through his faith in God.

And be found in Him… through the…righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know Him, and the 


power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.


When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.


Isaac Watts
Reflections for the Week
R. 125
1. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, 

and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
John 12:3 NRSV 
To Mary, the breaking of the alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured… on His (the Lord’s) head was her humble and voluntary act of bringing her “burnt sacrifice” unto the Lord in simple worship. This loving act filled the house with the fragrance of her perfumed adoration for her Lord in anticipation of His coming death and burial even as she anointed Him with the ointment.
For in that she hath poured this ointment on My body, she did it for My burial.
Mt. 26:12

But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?
Mt 26:8

For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.

Mt 26:9 


Mary was ready to count all things including her costly ointment but loss (rubbish) that she might gain Christ.


The others counted it all a waste (lit. loss) for such costly ointment to be wasted on the Lord.


Do you regard anything sacrificed to and for the Lord a waste? Recall something you have sacrificed for Him. 


How do you look at your material and worldly possessions in relation to Christ, your Lord? Reflect.

One thing’s needful; Lord this treasure Teach me highly to regard;
All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard.
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 
No true, lasting happiness ever deriving.
The gain of this one thing all loss can requite 
And teach me in all things to find true delight.

How were Mary’s thoughts devoted, Her eternal joy to find
As intent each word she noted, At her Savior’s feet reclined!
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling, 
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing!
For Jesus all earthly concerns she forgot, 
And all was repaid in that one happy lot.

Therefore Thou alone, my Savior, Shalt be All in all to me;
Search my heart and my behavior, Root out all hypocrisy.
Restrain me from wandering on pathways unholy 
And through all life’s pilgrimage keep my heart lowly.
This one thing is needful, all others are vain; 
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain.


Jo​hann H. Schrö​der,
2. Mary’s Worship was based on an anticipation of the death, burial and definitely the resurrection of Christ as well. 
What is your Worship based on when you come together on the first day of the week for the Lord’s Supper? Shouldn’t it also be the Remembrance of your Lord in His death, burial and resurrection that should lead you to Worship and adore Him sending up your worship as an incense of a sweet fragrance that should fill the house?

Reflect on how you would prepare yourself for this glorious act of worship as you live out this week. 

