123.  Rumination for June 24, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
The Memorial
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The Text: 
That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers


 in time to come, saying, What mean ye…? Then ye shall answer them…
Josh. 4:6, 7
The Thots: 

Intro: Fathers are to teach their children the Meaning of certain acts of God that He has declared as Memorials, e.g.

A. The Memorial of The Passover.

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
Exo. 12:12, 13
1. The Passover – it is the LORD'S passover.
Exo. 12:11

a. It was the Lord’s Punishment of Egypt with the last Plague.


For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and …I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.
b. It was the Lord’s Passing Over of Israel when the Plague struck Egypt.


I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

c. It was the Lord’s Plan of redemption for His People Israel.


The blood shall be…a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.
2. The Picture – the Passover Points to Christ in His Sacrificial Death.
I Cor. 5:7


For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

a. He was the Spotless Passover Lamb that was Slain as Substitute for us.
Jn. 1:29

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

b. His blood was Shed to redeem and Save us from Sin.
I Pet. 1:18, 19


ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…


but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

B. The Memorial of the Stones 

Josh. 4:6, 7
The children of Israel had miraculously crossed River Jordan safely over to the other side. 
The Lord gave instructions that 12 stones be laid in the Midst of Jordan 
while 12 other stones from its river bed would be piled up on land as a Monument. 
Josh. 4:1-9

1. The Twelve Stones in the Midst of Jordan – a picture of our Burial with Jesus.
Josh. 4:9

Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests …stood.

Cf. We are buried with him by baptism into death.

Rom. 6:4a
2. The Twelve Stones as Monument on Land – a picture of our Resurrection with Jesus.
Josh. 4:2, 3

Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan… twelve stones…and leave them in the lodging place.

Cf. …planted together in…His death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.
Rom. 6:5
a. The Meaning of the Stones: 
Josh. 4:21-24
i. The Enquiry: When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come…What mean these stones?

ii. The Event: Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.

iii. The Explanation: 
· For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, 
· as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over.
iv. The End (Goal): 
That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty.
That ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.
a. The Memorial of the Stones: 
Josh. 4:7


And these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.
C. The Memorial of The Lord’s Supper

I Cor. 11:24, 25
1. The Significance of the Lord’s Supper:
a. It was the Lord’s “Order” to His Disciples to this do in remembrance of Me.
Lk. 22:19

b. It was His Lasting Ordinance to His Church to show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:24

2. The Symbols of the Lord’s Supper:

I Cor. 11:24-25
a. The bread: Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.


b. The Cup: This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
3. The Summing up: As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
a. In the Passover: we are Reminded that we are crucified with Christ and we die with Him. cf. Gal. 2:20


b. In the Stones, we are buried with Christ and Raised with Him.
cf. Rom. 6:3-5
c. In the Lord’s Supper, we Remember Him for Who He is and What He did for us and we Revere Him.

We hail Thee now, O Jesu; For law and type have ceased,
And Thou in each communion Art Sacrifice and Priest;
We make this great memorial In union, Lord, with Thee,
And plead Thy death and passion To cleanse and set us free.

Fred​er​ick G. Scott
Reflections for the Week
R. 123
1. Last Sunday was Father’s Day. We saw how God the Father Forgave us because of His Son’s Finished work. Today is just one week after. We are hereby reminded of the fathers’ responsibility to teach their children the significance and meaning of the memorials He has set for the fathers:

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD


throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
Exo. 12:12, 13


That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers


 in time to come, saying, What mean ye…? Then ye shall answer them…
Josh. 4:6, 7
Today many parents attending the Lord’s Supper leave their children in the care of the Children’s Activity Department of the Church so they do not interfere with their “worship”. Children grow up without knowing anything about the Lord’s Supper and its significance. This separation of children from parents for the remembrance feast may be good in one way in that the children are kept away from disturbing others who are worshipping and the parents themselves are spared from keeping an eye on their children for a period of time. 

Or it may not be that good. Is this the way parents teach their children with regard to divinely-appointed memorials?  Or should not the children attend the Lord’s Supper together with their parents as a family and observe what is happening at the Lord’s Supper? In this way, the spirit of reverence for the Lord in such a gathering as this is inculcated in the children from the very beginning. Only then will they ever ask, “What mean ye…?”  Reflect.
2. Is the Lord’s Supper to be regarded as a Memorial or a Worship Service as is commonly referred to these days?


Note the Lord’s personal Request 

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
I Cor. 11:23-25


and the biblical Reason given for such a gathering:



For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.




I Cor. 11:26


Have we strayed from the original purpose of the Lord’s Supper?  Reflect.

