119.  Rumination for May 27, 2007

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Astounded, Astonished and Amazed!
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
All that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.
Lk. 2:47

The Thots: 

(1) The Growth of Jesus –
 the Child Grew, and waxed strong in spirit

Lk. 2:40



filled with wisdom: and the Grace of God was upon Him.

(2) The Going to Jerusalem – When He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem.
Lk. 2:42

(3) Later, the Grown-up Jesus Remained behind; the parents Returned home – they lost Him! 
Lk. 2:43-46a
As they returned, the Child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it…

And when they found Him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking Him…
And it came to pass, that after three days they found Him in the temple…
A. The Professionals were Astounded and their eyes Bulged out!
Lk. 2:46b
1. The pre-Adolescent twelve-year-old Jesus was Among the doctors of theology! 

Sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions

2. These doctors were Astounded at Him – their eyes Bulged out!

Lk. 2:47

a. He was listening to them and Asking them questions.

Lk. 2:46

Sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions…

b. They were Astonished at His understanding and Answers, and their eyes Bulged out!

All that heard Him were astonished (Gk. existemi) at His understanding and answers. 2:47

existemi = that they stood out of themselves as if their eyes were bulging out. 
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B. The Parents were Astonished and they were Blown Out!

Lk. 2:48
1. The Parents were Astonished – they were struck out and Blown out.


When they saw Him, they were amazed (astonished, NRSV)
Lk. 2:48


Amazed/Astonished is Gk. exeplagēsan = to strike out, drive out by a blow. 

Joseph and Mary “were struck out” – they were blown off by what they saw and heard.
2. The Parents were Anxious.

Lk. 2:45, 46, 48

a. Their Son should not have Stayed back without informing them.

b. They were Searching for Him three days and were Sorrowing.


Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.
Lk. 2:48, NRSV
3. The Parents Asked a pertinent question: Son, why have you treated us like this?
Lk. 2:48, NIV
It was not disobedience on the part of “the Boy” that made Him remain behind,
but intense interest in the services of the temple.
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C. The Pais (Gk. = Boy) was Amazed and Blurted out!
Lk. 2:49

Thus Began Jesus’ first words as recorded in scripture: How is it that ye sought me? 

Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business (in My Father’s house, NRSV)?
1. The Boy’s Amazement – 
a. Mary’s Question: why (Gk. Ti) hast thou thus dealt with us?
Lk. 2:48
b. Jesus Question: How is it/why (Gk. Ti) were you searching for me? 
Lk. 2:49, NRSV
i. His parents were not Aware – Wist ye not/ Did you not know…?
(NRSV)
The first words of Jesus preserved to us. This crisp Greek idiom …expresses 
the Boy’s amazement that His parents should not know that there was only 
one possible place in Jerusalem for Him.
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ii. He was at the right Address – in My Father’s business (KJV); in My Father’s house (NRSV).

· He must be in His Father’s house – the Place where a dutiful Son should be.
· He must be about His Father’s business – the Priority of His task on earth.
iii. He used the right Address – My Father
· Contrast Mary’s “behold, thy father and I”. Joseph was not His Father, God was!
2:48
· Compare, not Our Father, to include Mary and Joseph. Jesus’ relationship with His Father was unique.

· Contrast Mary’s “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us?” [Son is teknon, lit = child]


He was the Father’s Son but Mary’s Child – cf. "Child, why have you treated us…
Lk. 2:43, NRSV

With God, His Father, coming onto the scene, Joseph, His earthly father disappeared from the scene.


This was the last time Joseph appeared in the life of Jesus in recorded Scripture.
1 Word Pictures in the N.T. by A.T. Robertson
On this Lord’s Day, let us Stand Amazed at this Amazing Jesus in our midst.
I stand amazed in the presence Of Jesus the Nazarene,
And wonder how He could love me, A sinner, condemned, unclean.

O how marvelous! O how wonderful! And my song shall ever be:
O how marvelous! O how wonderful! Is my Savior’s love for me!
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Reflections for the Week
R. 119
1. The Lord had said:
· Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 


 but I have called you friends; 

for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you
(John 15:15 KJV)  
· For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause 

He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare Thy name unto my brethren, 

in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto Thee.
(Heb 2:11, 12 KJV)  
·  Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
(John 13:13 KJV)  
· Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in My name, I will do it.
(John 14:13, 14 KJV)  

In the light of the above, is it proper for us to address our Lord as:

Friend – since He has called us “Friends”?


Brother – since He has called us “Brethren”?


Or must it always be “Lord” and “Master” when addressing Him?


Reflect on what the Lord meant when He said that He no more called us servants, but friends 


and He was not ashamed to call us “brethren”. 
2. Our Lord would no more call His own, “Servants”, yet Paul said that he was“a servant of Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1:1); likewise Jude – “the servant of Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:1). And Epaphras was referred to as “a servant of Christ” (Col. 4:12). James, the half-brother of our Lord called himself, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”. In all these instances, the Greek word doulos, which means a slave or a bond servant, is used. 

How do you reconcile the fact that the Lord no more would call them “servants” and yet they still 
referred to themselves as servants, nay, as bond-servants or slaves. 

Are you a servant of the Lord? Reflect.
