117.  Rumination for May 13, 2007
[A Mother’s Day Rumination]
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Jesus and His Mother,
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The Text: 
they saw the young child with Mary his mother.
Mt. 2:11
The Thots: 


A. Jesus and His mother at the Cradle.

Mt. 2:11-21
1. Jesus, the young Child, was given Precedence over His mother, Mary: 

a. The Magi saw the young child with Mary His mother
Mt. 2:11

b. The angel said, “Arise, and take the young child and His mother.”
Mt. 2:13, 14

Note: the young child is always mentioned first in the record in Matt. Ch. 2
Also 2:14, 20, 21
2. Only Jesus was given the Reverence in worship – 
Mt. 2:11
a. The Attitude – The Magi fell down (KJV); knelt down (NRSV); bowed down (NIV)

b. The Adoration – …and worshipped Him (KJV); paid Him homage (NRSV).
Note: only Him, not Mary!
c. The Approach – they presented unto Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



Cp. They shall not appear before the LORD empty. 
Deut. 16:16
3. However, Jesus’ mother was marked for a bitter Experience. 

Lk. 2:34, 25, NIV
a. Simeon…said to Mary regarding His Son:

This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
b. Regarding the Mother: A Sword will pierce your own Soul too.
Cf.  Jn. 19:34; 20:25


The above prophecy was fulfilled, when Jesus was Crucified on the Cross.
B. Jesus and His mother at the Cross.


1. Jesus loved His mother and provided her with a son to care for her.
Jn. 19:26

He said to His mother: Woman, behold thy son!
a. Note: Woman is not without Respect. It demonstrated the Real Relationship between Mary and Him, 

as between He and Mary Magdalene when He addressed her: Woman, why weepest thou? Jn. 20:13, 15 cf. 17
b. Both must look beyond the Familial and Familiar relationship they had with Him:


Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, 

I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

2. Jesus loved His disciple John and provided him with a mother to care for.
Jn. 19:27 cf. 26

Saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

C. Jesus and His Mothers in Christ
Lk. 2:48-51

Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

1. Jesus in His terrestrial family relationship was subject to His parents.
Lk. 2:51 

He…came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.
2. Jesus in His celestial relationship with God was subject unto the Father.
Lk. 2: 49

He said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

3. Believers in their spiritual relationship with Him are subject to their doing the Father’s will. Lk. 2:48-50

Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

On this Lord’s Day (Mother’s Day) let us Remember to do His Will (we are thus His brother…sister…mother)
in Remembering and Revering Him: this do in remembrance of Me 
I Cor. 11:24

At the cross, her station keeping, Stood the mournful mother weeping,
Where He hung, the dying Lord; For her soul of joy bereavèd, 
Bowed with anguish, deeply grievèd, Felt the sharp and piercing sword. 

Oh, how sad and sore distressed Now was she, that mother blessèd
Of the sole begotten One; Deep the woe of her affliction, 
When she saw the crucifixion Of her ever glorious Son.
Who, on Christ’s dear mother gazing Pierced by anguish so amazing
Born of woman, would not weep? Who, on Christ’s dear mother thinking
Such a cup of sorrow drinking Would not share her sorrows deep?
Jesus, may her deep devotion Stir in me the same emotion,
Fount of love, Redeemer kind, That my heart fresh ardor gaining,
And a purer love attaining, May with Thee acceptance find.
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1. Mary, being the “mother” of Jesus, though honoured suffered much. 

a. When Jesus was alive, a sword hung over her –

· She was addressed “Woman”; it was not recorded that He ever called her
”Mother” though most probably He would as He was subject to her parents.

· She was not given priority as He must be about My Father's business.

· She had to share her motherhood with others, even strangers –


Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother.

b. When He was on the cross, the sword pierced her soul:

To see her Son pierced by the crown of thorns on His head, the cruel nails piercing His 
hands and feet, and the spear that pierced His side, and the blood and water that flowed out.

Reflect on how you would react if you were the “mother” of Jesus in the light of the above.
Who, on Christ’s dear mother gazing Pierced by anguish so amazing
Born of woman, would not weep? 
Who, on Christ’s dear mother thinking Such a cup of sorrow drinking 
Would not share her sorrows deep?
Jesus, may her deep devotion Stir in me the same emotion,
Fount of love, Redeemer kind, That my heart fresh ardor gaining,
And a purer love attaining, May with Thee acceptance find.

2. Mother’s Day is often observed and celebrated with bouquets of praise heaped on mothers from their children, and rightly so. 
But not all mothers enjoy such compliments. 

Many are completely ignored; others are left to live alone in homes without visits from their children; and still others have no more relationship with their children. 

Whatever the circumstances that lead to such sad and tragic situations, we are not here to judge.

The Lord’s command to all children (and may this Mother’s Day bring a reminder to us) is:

Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 
Col. 3:20
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother


…that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
Eph. 6:2-3
Reflect on how your relationship is with your mother today. 

Or if your mum is no more on this earth, how your children relate to you today
It may prove to be a revelation of your relationship between your mum and your children.

Note for further Reflection:
 
Look up The Loaves and the Fishes on the website and reflect on the Mother’s Day Message 

on The Three Mothers Named Mary posted there.
