115.  Rumination for Apr.  29, 2007
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: WITHOUT/Outside the Camp
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
Heb. 13:13, KJV


Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore.
Heb. 13:13, NIV
The Thots: 

A. The Purport of the phrase – without the camp/outside the Camp


1. Its First Occurrence in the Bible.

It was first used of the place where the Sin Offering was to be burnt.
Exo. 29:14

But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire


 without the camp: it is a sin offering.
2. Its Last Occurrence in the Bible.

Heb. 13:13, KJV

It was last used of the place where Jesus as the Sin Offering was crucified.

Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.

B. The Purpose of the place – 
1. It was the Place where the Sin Offering was to be Sacrificed.

Lev. 4:12, 21; 16:27
Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, 
where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire.
a. It was the place where Sin would be dealt with.



i. the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp.
Lev. 8:14
ii. Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp…let all the congregation stone him.
Lev. 24:14
iii. All the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him…and he died.
Num 15:35, 36
b. It was the place where a Spotless bullock would be sacrificed for sin.


i. Let him bring for his sin…a young bullock without blemish unto the Lord for a sin offering. Lev. 4:3

ii. The whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place.
Lev. 4:12
c. It was a picture of the place where the Spotless Son of God was Sacrificed for Sin. 


Jesus...that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate
 Heb. 13:12
2. It was the Place where the ashes of Separation were Stored for the cleansing of the defiled. Num 19:9
Aa man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the … children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.
a. The Ashes were Proof that a sacrifice for sin had been burnt to satisfy a Holy God.
Lev. 4:12, NIV

All the rest of the bull--he must take outside the camp to a place ceremonially clean,
 where the ashes are thrown, and burn it in a wood fire on the ash heap.

b. The Ashes Provided for cleansing from Defilement from Dead bodies.

Num. 19:13
Whosoever toucheth the dead body…and purifieth not himself…shall be cut off…because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him.

c. The Ashes were to be Put in running water when used for the Purification for sin. 
Num 19:17
For an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin,
 and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:

d. The Death of the Lord Jesus Christ Provided for the Picture enacted in the OT to be fulfilled in Him.

If the …ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 
How much more shall the blood of Christ who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Heb. 9:13, 14
i. The Propitiation for our Sin – the blood of Christ [the ashes]

cf. I Jn. 2:2

ii. The Person of the Holy Spirit – the eternal Spirit [the running water]
Heb. 9:14

iii. The Purification of Sinful Stains – purge…from dead works [purification for sin]
cf. I Jn. 1:7, NIV

C. The Place of our Pilgrim Journey –  Let us go forth…unto Him without the camp
 Heb. 13:12, 13
1. It Signifies the Place of our Wilderness Journey in this World.
a. It was outside the City Gate, i.e. outside Jerusalem, the wilderness, the world.
Heb. 13:12
b. It was where Jesus was Crucified – Jesus…suffered without the gate: He bore our sins and scoffing Rude!
c. Let us therefore take Courage: go out and be identified with Him bearing His Reproach.
Heb. 13:13
2. It Stands for no permanent home for us – Here have we no continuing city…we seek one to come.
Heb. 13:14
a. Here have we no Continuing City in this world – we are just passing through.
b. Instead we seek one to come – the City of the living God…


Heb. 12:22, 23
the heavenly Jerusalem, an innumerable Company of angels…and Church of the firstborn…in heaven.
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,

let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe – Heb. 12:28
Even as today we remember Him Who bore our reproach without the camp!
Reflections for the Week
R. 115
This world is not my home, I'm just passing through.
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.
The angels beckon me from Heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore. 
Chorus
O Lord you know I have no Friend like you
If Heaven's not my home, then Lord what will I do?
The angels beckon me from Heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore. 

Words and Music by Albert E. Brumley
1. Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
Heb. 13:13


The lyrics in the above song sort of express the same sentiments in Heb. 13:13. 

a. Can we sincerely say from and sing in our hearts the following:

i. This world is not my home, I'm just passing through?

ii. My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue?

iii. I can't feel at home in this world anymore?

iv. O Lord you know I have no Friend like you?

v. If Heaven's not my home, then Lord what will I do?
b. Reflect on the above for this week and seek to go out unto our Lord bearing His reproach.
2.
I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold; 
I'd rather be His than have riches untold: 
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands. 
I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hand 

I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause; 
I rather be faithful to His dear cause; 
Id rather have Jesus than worldwide fame. 
I'd rather be true to His holy name. 
Refrain
Than to be the king of a vast domain
Or be held in sin's dread sway.
I'd rather have Jesus than anything 
This world affords today.

George Beverly Shea

2. The above hymn specifies the very offers made by the world to the Christian. 

Will you be able to Reject these tempting offers, go out to bear the Reproach of Jesus, and join George Beverly Shea to Rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today? Reflect on this not only for today but for the week before the Lord.

