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The Theme: He is not here!
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The Text: He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
Matt. 28:6
The Thots: 

A. He is Not Here 
– How Could it Be!

Matt. 28:6a


The women were the last to see Him buried in the tomb. 

The women … beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.

Lk. 23:55

Surely a dead man could not just walk out of a Secured Sepulchre. 


1. Jesus was Definitely Dead.
a. Jesus Breathed His last and gave up his spirit – He died!
Matt. 27:50, NIV

b. The soldiers Broke not His legs because He was already dead.
Jn. 19:33

c. Pilate allowed Joseph to take away Jesus’ Body because He was confirmed dead.
Mk. 15:44, 45

d. Joseph embalmed and Buried a dead body – in no way could he be mistaken.
Mt. 27:59, 60
2. His tomb was Securely Sealed.

a. A big Stone was rolled across the entrance of the tomb to Secure it.
Mt. 27:60
b. The Sepulchre was Sealed as petitioned by his enemies.

Mt. 27: 66b

c. The Soldiers were Stationed at the tomb to guard it.

Mt. 27:66b


Surely a dead person could not get out and no living person could get in to steal the body.


How could it be that “He is not here”?
B. For He is Risen 
– Why should it not be!

Matt. 28:6b

1. He is the Son of God – This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17
2. He is the Sinless Son of Man – 
a. Death could not Conquer Him. 

I Cor. 15:55, 57

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?...

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
b. Death could not Condemn Him because…
i. He did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
I Pet. 2:22

ii. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin
II Cor. 5:21
iii. In Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5
c. Decay and Corruption could not Claim Him,

Acts 2:31-32


His soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up!
C. As He Said 
– What it should be!

Matt. 28:6c
1. David the Psalmist Prophesied it.

Psa. 16:10 cf. Acts 2:31

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,

 neither his flesh did see corruption.

2. Jesus Personally Predicted it.

Mt. 16:21


From that time … began Jesus to show…how that he must … be killed, and be raised again the third day.

D. Do not be Foolish 
– believe it!

Lk. 24:25, 26

He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!


Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"

1. Remember what He said – He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you
Lk. 24:6

2. Recognise Him in the Breaking of Bread.

Lk. 24:30, 31

As he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.


And their eyes were opened, and they knew him.
3. Revere Him – Believe and be Blessed.
Jn. 20:27-29
Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Oh, day of awful story— Jesus is dead! Sad end to hope of glory— Jesus is dead!

Behold the stone is rolled away! And shining ones have come to say:
“He is not here, but is risen! He is not here, but is risen!”
The night of death is past and gone— Arise, and greet the glorious morn!
“He is not here, but is risen! He is not here, but is risen!”
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1. Today is one week after Easter. In history, the day was one week after Jesus had risen from the dead. It was the first day of the week that Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection. All saw the Lord, except Judas who betrayed Him and John, whom Jesus loved.

Thomas was not there!

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and … showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord…But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 
Jn. 20:19-24

Thomas would not believe that Jesus had resurrected though he must have heard Jesus predicting His resurrection a few times when he was with Him. Sadly he said: 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 
Jn. 20:25

It took Jesus to reappear a second time the week after to Confront and Convince Him.


It was also on a Sunday: 

After eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus…to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:26-28
Then Jesus made this wonderful promise that applies to all for all time:

Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 

blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29

Is the Living Lord real to you this Lord’s Day? Will He be real to you this whole week?
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me Along life's narrow way.
He lives, He lives, Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 

2. “He is risen” is the core and foundation of our Christian faith. Because if Christ did not rise from the dead, there will be no future resurrection; we are still in our sins; our faith is vain; and those fallen asleep in Christ are perished and we are of all men most miserable! (I Cor. 15: 12-19). However, if Christ indeed is risen from the dead, then we are assured that our Past has been Pardoned; our Present is lived in the Power of His resurrected life and our Prospect is to be in His Presence forevermore. It is a glorious Prospect for the Present.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
I Cor. 15:58
I serve a risen Savior, He's in the world today;
I know that He is living, Whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him, He's always near.
In all the world around me I see His loving care,
And tho' my heart grows weary, I never will despair;
I know that He is leading Thro' all the stormy blast,
The day of His appearing Will come at last.
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